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Confronting Emergent Friends – Chapter 13 

By Stephen Phinney 

 

Job, again, reminds his listeners he does not need to 

embrace their elementary teachings because he already 

knows them.  He further reveals how these disputes are 

tempting to put the heroic efforts on themselves.  If he 

stooped to their level of understanding, he would be 

lowering his standard of wisdom.  He has proven that he is 

not inferior to them in the knowledge of God, but actually 

outweighs them.  Do you remember when Paul made a 

similar comment? 

 

“For I consider myself not in the least inferior to the most eminent apostles” (2 Cor 11:5, NASB). 

 

“I have become foolish; you yourselves compelled me. Actually I should have been commended 

by you, for in no respect was I inferior to the most eminent apostles, even though I am a 

nobody” (2 Cor 12:11, NASB). 

 

Job, like Paul, is not saying he is better than they. He is speaking in the full confidence of his 

position with God.  He knows true knowledge and wisdom is a gift from God – not something 

one can obtain from a scribed book.  Any leader of God, who walks with God in the Inner Room, 

can claim the same sort of proclamation.  It isn‟t an arrogant error, but rather a confession of 

knowing God.  This is what many men of the Word call the Deeper Life.  There are those who 

must learn from books and there are those who learn from The Book – the Book of Life, the life 

of Christ within the believer.  In Job‟s case, it is hand delivered from God to his mind. 

 

Let‟s bullet point part two of Job‟s sermon on the ashes: 

 

• He already knows what they know. 

• He isn‟t inferior to them. 

• Job would rather argue his case with God. 

• He tells them they “smear” Truth with lies. 

• He proclaims his “friends” are worthless physicians. 

• He appeals for them to be silent and listen to him now. 

• Job puts them in their place by telling them they are deceitful before God. 

• They show partiality toward Him. 

• What if He examined them? Will they deceive Him like they are Job? 

• If they did, they would surely be reproved by Him. 

• Job states they, too, would be terrified by His majesty. 

• What would they do if dread fell upon them? 

• He notes their memorable sayings are as proverbs of ashes. 

• Their defenses of sanity are of clay. 

• Again, he tells them to be silent. 
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• Job puts the focus back on God. 

• He cannot put his life in his own hands or the hands of his counselors. 

• Even though God “slays” him, his hope will continue to be in Him. 

• This is his salvation, for man has no goodness on his own. 

• He tells them to allow his wisdom to fill their ears. 

• He now knows God will vindicate him. 

• No one can contend with him except God alone. 

• He asks two things of God: take His Hands off of him and don‟t let His dread terrify him 

any longer. 

• He once again humbly appeals to God for relief. 

 

Job‟s conclusion with God: like a leaf that falls from the tree in the season of autumn, withers, 

dries up, and blows about with the winds of turmoil, so is his life.  This is a true and real factor 

when it comes to a holy perspective of man.  Remember the words of Paul to the Galatian 

church: 

 

“For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself” (Gal. 6:3, 

NASB). 

 

Job‟s conclusion is not one of self-pity. It is a real to life conclusion of the sustainability of man; 

regarding his outward frailty, weakness, and feebleness.  

 

Another man who comes to mind, when I think about the outward signs of man, is John the 

Baptist. He was not a man of God to listen to and certainly not one in which to receive counsel.  

John the Baptist was a depraved looking character who radiates the story of Job.  Behind all his 

locust eating and attire of sackcloth, was the one whom God selected to prepare the way for our 

Groom – Jesus.  Take a look: 

 

“As these men were going away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John, „What did 

you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? But what did you go out to 

see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Those who wear soft clothing are in kings' palaces! But 

what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and one who is more than a prophet. 

This is the one about whom it is written, “BEHOLD, I SEND MY MESSENGER AHEAD OF 

YOU, WHO WILL PREPARE YOUR WAY BEFORE YOU” ' ” (Mat 11:7-10, NASB). 

 

Job had the appearance of a dead tree.  God, and God alone, is the One who saw that the tree 

had sap (Holy Spirit) hidden within the recesses of its being.  God gives us nature to understand 

the supernatural elements of God.  Like a tree in autumn, it has the appearance of being dead; 

but as we all know – it isn‟t.  Job is going through his season of spiritual autumn.  He thinks it is 

the end of the tree‟s life, but God knows better.  Jesus uses a similar parable of the seed. He 

says: 

 

"Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; 

but if it dies, it bears much fruit” (John 12:24, NASB). 
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Could this be what is happening to Job?  The answer is an affirmative – yes!  We see Job‟s 

second life proving this in the last chapter.  Job‟s tree is blessed with three times the amount of 

the fruit his first season bore.   

 

After one of my many retreats with the Lord into His Inner Room, He shared with me the 

different kind of minister I would be after His renewal of one of my autumn seasons.  Here is 

what the Lord of Hosts said: 

 

Welcome, Stephen, to My inner room. I have missed you. Your heart has called upon My name 

and I am pleased. I thank you for coming to Me to discover what I have for you in My Temple.  

For this study will lead you to the roadways in your wilderness and the rivers in your desert.  

Come now Stephen, My redeemed, I will take a walk with you through My garden. I took you 

from the domain of darkness that you should be a leader over the people I put in your charge.  I 

have been with you wherever you have gone and have cut off all your enemies from destroying 

you, and I will make your name great, like the names of the great men who are on the earth.  I 

will also appoint a place for you to rule so that I will be able to plant My people.  Your fear of 

men is no longer.  I have delivered you from the fear that has bound you for so many years.  

When I took you from your grief of being fatherless, I took you from the fear that held your heart 

hostage.  Now I can do the work I have planned for you.  

After this experience, I was placed in the presence of some of the most “powerful people” in the 

world.  I spoke with confidence and boldness like I had never experienced before.  Most all, my 

fear of man had been put behind me.  I was no longer controlled, but was still harassed and 

burdened by my own opinions of man.  This started a new season in my life, which produced a 

willingness to be a father, instead of constantly searching for one.  God has truly become a 

Father to the fatherless in my daily experience.  This by no means shortened the burden of 

dealing with the rejections of men, but certainly gave me a new outlook in dealing with them. 

 

We are about to explore the third point of Job‟s sermon to his beloved “friends.”  His perspective 

of life is clear, but still under the repeating question of his soul – Why, oh God, must I suffer the 

sufferings of a frail man.* 

 

*Taken from “Permissible Suffocation” by Stephen Phinney 


