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# 23 Identification for the Spiritual Area of Life 

By Dr. Stephen R. Phinney 

Identification for the Spiritual Area 

Without question, the greatest event in all of history for God and man is the incarnation. God 

(the infinite Creator and Sustainer) took on human flesh, became a man upon this earth, died for 

us, crucified our old nature, and placed His very life in the Bride of Christ--the Church.  This is a 

truth so simple, yet made complex through the morbid beliefs of fallen man.   

“By common confession, great is the mystery of godliness: He who was revealed in the flesh, 

was vindicated in the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the 

world, taken up in glory” (1 Timothy 3:16). 

This confession and incarnation, this profound mystery that was literally revealed in the flesh by 

the birth of Jesus Christ, was the greatest act of God for man.  What is the significance of this?  

It means that the incarnation was the pattern by which God would continue to show Himself in 

human flesh, by means of indwelling selected humans to become the Bride for His Son.  All 

humans, both male and female, become potential receivers of the eternal provision of the 

eternal woman—the Bride of Christ.  That means that the whole incarnation purpose and 

process was for the strict purpose of selecting a Bride for His Son, in order to seal the covenant 

of promise He made to His Son.   

Clearly and most certainly, every indwelt believer has been given the very life of Jesus Christ.  

This fact is not only staggering, but impossible to understand without the Holy Spirit making it 

Truth to each believer.  Jesus said to the Father in the words of the Old Testament prophecy 

(Psalm 40:6-8): 

“Therefore, when He comes into the world, He says, ‘SACRIFICE AND OFFERING YOU HAVE 

NOT DESIRED, BUT A BODY YOU HAVE PREPARED FOR ME; IN WHOLE BURNT 

OFFERINGS AND sacrifices FOR SIN YOU HAVE TAKEN NO PLEASURE.’ THEN I SAID, 

‘BEHOLD, I HAVE COME (IN THE SCROLL OF THE BOOK IT IS WRITTEN OF ME) TO DO 

YOUR WILL, O GOD' " (Hebrews 10:5-7).   

Who is this body that God has prepared for His Son?  During the incarnation, it was His physical 

body. After the ascension, it became His temple through the indwelt believers, who are now the 

literal Body of Christ.  God did not do all that He said He would do to rid the world of sin, but to 

gain a Bride for His beloved Son.  This is the purpose of all of creation. 

Today, the indwelt believer’s body houses His very Life and Nature.  This is why our old nature 

had to be removed from our mortal bodies through co-death and burial.  Once the old man was 
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crucified (Gal. 2:20), His nature could come and house itself in the final temple--us.  This temple 

or church today is the vessel He uses to accomplish His work.  

“And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the 

church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all” (Ephesians 1:22-23). 

The Life (the Nature), which the body of Christ possesses, is also possessed by each individual 

member of that body.  We, as indwelt believers in Christ, are all partakers of this Divine Nature-- 

the very Life of Jesus.  This is what joins us together as one body and spirit.   

“For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you 

may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world 

by lust” (2 Peter 1:4). 

Since this is true, then the indwelt life is the Divine Nature expressed in and through human 

form.  This means it is God’s Life expressed in His Son through the Holy Spirit by means of 

demonstrating His Life through His Son’s Body--the Church.   

One of the main arguments in the Christian world today is the fight over old and new nature.  By 

buying into the lie that the old nature is still alive and well within the believer, it would dismiss 

the Divine purpose and function of the Nature of Jesus living in the believer.  The Nature of God 

cannot share a temple with a nature belonging to Satan. This is why it had to be put to death.  

Those who teach the old nature being alive in the indwelt believer are deceived and know not 

their identity positioning in Christ.  They are literally proclaiming that God will share His temple 

with Satan--since the old nature is the very nature of Satan.  God shares His glory with no one.  

His Divine Nature is the inward Life of His glory, which IS the reason of putting to death the old 

man.   

This is all at the core of leading a believer into the Exchanged Life--Not I, but Christ.  People of 

the false teachings of old nature are suffering a severe case of godship (playing god).  They not 

only need to be brought to repentance, they also need the Holy Spirit to bring a completed 

reformation to their entire belief system.  They need to appropriate their identity in Christ 

through the means of brokenness, surrender, and choosing to believe what God and Jesus 

Christ through the Holy Spirit says is already true about them.  This is a Truth He sealed on the 

Cross many years ago.  For if they don’t make such a transition, they will be forced to walk 

“after” their flesh in order to do the works of the Father.     

Possessing the Divine Nature is diametrically opposed to a fleshly belief of godship.  The Christ 

as Life way of living should be a fresh cup of cold water to all souls who believe such lies.  If it 

doesn’t, there will remain a life that works endlessly to manage the things of God through a 

mindset of the flesh. 
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