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Unfolding The Power of Prophecy



The Seventh Seal Opened

The third angel sounded, and a great star fell from heaven, burning like a torch, and it fell on a 

third of the rivers and on the springs of waters. The name of the star is called Wormwood; and 

a third of the waters became wormwood, and many men died from the waters, because they 

were made bitter. The fourth angel sounded, and a third of the sun and a third of the moon and 

a third of the stars were struck, so that a third of them would be darkened and the day would 

not shine for a third of it, and the night in the same way. Then I looked, and I heard an eagle 

flying in midheaven, saying with a loud voice, "Woe, woe, woe to those who dwell on the earth, 

because of the remaining blasts of the trumpet of the three angels who are about to sound!" 



Symbolism Of A Star

A star is a Biblical symbol and emblem of  a 

prince, a leader of  a nation, or one made 

significant by the Creator.  Since this star is 

called “wormwood,” we can easily translate 

this to mean “bitter unto death.” “Prince of  

the air” is one of  the descriptions of  Satan. 

Thus, many interpret this as God using 

Satan’s destructive powers to destroy his 

followers. But, leaning toward a more literal 

translation, “star” is aster, which is where we 

get the word “asteroid.”



Verse 11 says that the star is named “Wormwood.”  

Wormwood is a bitter herb described in the Bible.  It 

is also an ancient word used to describe a falling 

star (meteor). It is used to communicate the details 

relating to the bitterness of mankind. The fact that 

the star is called “bitterness,” self-explains what 

this trumpet blast is depicting.



The fourth angel sounded, and a third of the sun and a third of the 

moon and a third of the stars were struck, so that a third of them 

would be darkened and the day would not shine for a third of it, 

and the night in the same way. (Revelation 8:12)

The fourth trumpet blast focuses on divine judgment, but this 

time shifts from the earth to the celestial heavens. Keep in mind 

these trumpet blasts are happening one right after the other. 

Making plotting or escaping the judgments impossible for 

humanity to plan or escape each. 



There will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth 

dismay among nations, in perplexity at the roaring of the sea and 

the waves, men fainting from fear and the expectation of the things 

which are coming upon the world; for the powers of the heavens 

will be shaken. (Luke 21:25-26)

TRUMPETS | WHAT JESUS & JOEL SAID

If you are wondering about the thoughts and feelings of those 

observing the first four trumpet blasts, our Luke passage reveals 

the aftermath. 

So here you have it: signs of God’s work will be in the offset of the 

sun, moon, and stars.  On this earth will be volcanic mountains 

dropped into the sea, causing roaring of the sea and waves to the 

measurement that grown men will faint because of fear. 



GETTING OUR FACTS STRAIGHT

Ok, let’s get this straight – in the 9th century before Christ, 

God warns the people regarding Revelation 8:12-13, and in 

Luke Jesus warned His followers again (Luke 21:25-26) 

and John,  the author of Revelation, in 95 AD, warned us 

one last time.  That is a span of one thousand years.  You 

might think that the remaining humans during this time 

would take this fourth angel seriously, news flash – they 

don’t!  As usual, humanity tries to “shake it off.”



REALITY CHECK

Later in Revelation John records this, “the rest of 
mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did 
not repent of the works of their hands, so as not to 
worship demons, and the idols of gold and of silver 
and of brass and of stone and of wood, which can 
neither see nor hear nor walk; and they did not 

repent of their murders nor of their sorceries nor of 
their immorality nor of their thefts.” 

(Rev. 920-21; 16:9,11)



THE FIFTH TRUMPET

Then the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star from heaven which 
had fallen to the earth; and the key of the bottomless pit was 

given to him. He opened the bottomless pit, and smoke went up 
out of the pit, like the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and 
the air were darkened by the smoke of the pit. Then out of the 

smoke came locusts upon the earth, and power was given them, 
as the scorpions of the earth have power. They were told not to 

hurt the grass of the earth, nor any green thing, nor any tree, but 
only the men who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads.

(Revelation 9:1-4)

UP AND COMING MESSAGE



Loving heavenly Father, I take by faith the 

helmet of salvation.  I recognize that my 

salvation is the Person of Your Son, the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  I cover my mind with Him.  I 

desire that He put His mind within me.  Let my 

thoughts be His thoughts.  I open my mind 

fully and only to the control of the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  I replace my own selfish and sinful 

thoughts with His.  I reject every projected 

thought of Satan and his demons and request 

instead the mind of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Grant me the wisdom to discern thoughts that 

are from the world, my old sin nature, and 

Satan’s kingdom.

I believe Jesus is Your Son, He died on the 

cross for my sins, and Jesus is God.  I believe 

in the Trinity, You as the Father, Jesus as the 

Son, and in the Holy Spirit. I confess I have 

been a sinner – totally separated from You. 

I choose to accept Your forgiveness for my 

sins, through the power of the blood of Jesus 

which was shed for me on the cross.  I now 

ask that you send the Holy Spirit to live inside 

my mortal body. (Pause for a moment) 

I praise You, heavenly Father, that I may know 

the mind of Christ, as I hide Your Word within 

my heart and mind.  Open my heart to love 

Your Word.  Grant to me the ability and 

capacity to memorize large portions of it.  May 

Your Word be ever over my mind like a helmet 

of strength, which Satan’s projected thoughts 

cannot penetrate.  Cause me to allow the Holy 

Spirit (the Life of Christ) within me to fulfill the 

discipline of daily living, to appropriate Your 

Salvation.  These things I lay before You in the 

precious name of my new Savior, the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  Amen!

Salvation Prayer | Dr. Stephen Phinney | “Book of Prayers”

Salvation Prayer 
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