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Identity and Inheritance 

By Debbie Childers 

 

A popular Christian phrase of a few years ago was, “What would Jesus do?”  The obvious intent 

was to motivate Christians to think about the response Jesus would have in certain situations 

and then do likewise.  But sanctification is not imitation.  The point of sanctification is to bring us 

to a place where we depend on Jesus to do what He does naturally through us.  Trying to figure 

out what that action would be so that we can copy it is operating by our flesh. 

 

“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation” (Colossians 1:15, NKJV). 

 

This verse is speaking of Christ.  Now the use of the Greek word “ei  n” or “image” is 
significant.  There is another word the apostle Paul could have used, which would also be 
translated “image” in the English language.  The Gree  word “homoi ma” also means “image,” 
but there is one distinct difference in the meaning of the two words in the Greek language.  

 

A “homoi ma” simply means a “likeness.”  It’s not an exact duplicate of the original because it 
doesn’t have the same composition or ma eup.  It’s more li e a photocopy, as it lacks the 
essential qualities that make it like the original.  It does not contain the life of the original. 

If I were to show you a photograph of Abraham Lincoln and ask you who it was, you would give 
me the answer.  But that would not really be Abraham Lincoln would it?  It would simply be a 
“li eness” of him; a “homoi ma.”  It would not contain his life. 

 

But the Greek word “ei  n” is completely different.  An “ei  n” always resembles that from 

which it is derived.  It is more like a little boy that looks like his biological father.  He resembles 

his daddy because he is derived from his daddy. 

 

Jesus is the “ei  n” of the invisible God.  He is like God because He is derived from God.  He 

contains the very life of God.   

 

I can try hard to be like someone.  I can dress like them, imitate their actions, and even disguise 

my voice to sound like them.  But to truly BE like someone else, you have to be filled with them 

on the inside.  That’s the problem with trying to figure out what Jesus would do so that you can 

copy it.  You can do all sorts of “things” to try to loo  more li e Christ, but the only way you will 

ever BECOME like Him is by being filled with Him on the inside.  But when you are filled with 

Him on the inside, you don’t have to wor  at becoming li e Him.  You will come to loo  more 

and act more like Him automatically as you grow.  You will be more like Him on the outside 

because He is inside you.  
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A baby boy will never become any more like his daddy than he is at his birth.  At birth, he has all 

of the DNA from his daddy that he will ever get.  But as the little boy grows, that DNA will make 

itself more evident and he will come to look more like his daddy.  He may begin to walk like him.  

He may sound li e him.  He may exhibit his daddy’s athletic abilities or musical talents.  But all 

those qualities were inside that baby boy at birth.  They just become more evident with growth.  

And he doesn’t have to “try” to be li e his daddy because those traits are natural to him. 

 

It’s the same with us regarding our spiritual birth.  The moment we are born-again in Christ, we 

get all of Him.  We’ll never get any more of Christ than what we did at salvation.  He didn’t leave 

out anything of Himself.   

 

But it is not all evident on the outside at first.  As the process of spiritual growth takes place 

naturally, we become more like Him in attitudes and actions because through our birth in His 

family, we have already become like Him in nature.   And as we mature, that’s the only possible 

route for us to grow, because He is our spiritual DNA.  And we don’t have to “try” to be li e 

Jesus because it will be natural to us. 

 

After studying about my identity in Christ, I felt at this point like my head was on straight about 

being a new person because I was born into the family of God (John 1:12-13) and therefore, I 

had the spiritual DNA of Jesus.   But then I read a verse about how we come into the family of 

God, which caused me to question what I believed.  

 

Ephesians 1:5 says that we are adopted as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself. 

 

I base so much of my belief system on the truth about our spiritual DNA.   I can grow to look like 

Jesus and wal  li e Him because I am “re-born” in Him with His spiritual DNA inside me.   I am 

the “ei  n” image of God in Christ. 

 

But now, this Ephesian verse threw a wrench into that.  Why does the Bible clearly say that we 

are born of God, yet, we are adopted into sonship by God?  There is a huge difference.  If I’m 

adopted and not born into the family, then I don’t have the spiritual DNA inside that enables me 

to grow naturally to be like Jesus on the outside. 

 

I  ept as ing God, “Am I adopted into Your family…or am I born into it?”   And I  ept getting the 

answer, “Yes,” to both sides of the question.  So I had to as  myself, “Is it possible that God 

both “birthed” us into His family and also “adopted” us into His family?”  I thin  that we have to 

say, “Yes,” because the Bible clearly tells us that we are both adopted and birthed. 

 

But why would He do that?  I have learned that if God ever seems to be inconsistent, or if the 

Bible ever seems to contradict itself, then there has to be a good reason.  And that reason is 

usually because of some special blessing He has given us.  In fact, I can’t remember a single 

time that God sent me on a chase for something puzzling in His Word that didn’t end up being a 

new revelation of His blessings.  It’s the same this time.  Get ready. 

 

In the day the New Testament was written, families would adopt children to have a legal heir 

…someone to whom they could give all their inheritance! 
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Galatians 3:26 says that we are sons (and daughters) of God through faith in Jesus 

(parentheses added). 

 

The word “sons” used there is “huios.”  The word “huios” refers to the “age” or the “maturity” of a 

person.  It refers to a LEGAL heir, which automatically means an adult.  There is another word 

that could have been used here – TEKNON – which means “offspring” and “designates one who 

is born to another.”  But Paul carefully chose the word “huios” to say that the adopted sons of 

God had the full rights of adult birth children.  Why was that distinction important? 

 

Galatians 4:1-7 goes on to explain that a young child who is an heir to a great fortune is no 

better off than a slave while he is young, even though he is by birth the master of everything.  

That young child must wait until he is old enough and mature enough to earn his inheritance.  

The child can live in the house with the family, but he has no more rights to the inheritance than 

the slaves do. 

 

But when God sent Jesus to redeem us, we received adoption as sons and the word is 

“huios”…full grown sons.  It seems that Paul purposefully didn’t use the word for young 

biological children who cannot yet receive an inheritance. 

 

“Therefore YOU are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God” 

(Galatians 4:7, NASB, emphasis added). 

 

The word “son” used here is again the one that means a full grown son.  Therefore, you are not 

just God’s child; you are His adult, grown up child and a full heir through Christ.  Think about the 

full implication of this truth.  When you come into the family of God, because you are adopted as 

His full grown child, you don’t have to wait for your inheritance or earn it.  The moment you are 

saved, you have full rights to everything you inherit in the family of God.   

 

And what is that?  Well, it’s everything that Jesus has coming to Him.  We are “joint-heirs” with 

Him. 

 

Think about what God accomplished by both adopting and birthing us.  Birth parents can pass 

on characteristics and familiar traits, but they can’t birth a child who is fully mature and able to 

take over the family business at birth. 

 

On the other hand, adoptive parents could adopt a child who is mature enough to enjoy the full 

rights of their inheritance, but they couldn’t pass on their DNA to him...the DNA that causes the 

child to look, talk, and act like himself instinctively and naturally. 

 

But God can do anything.  He planned a way of bringing us into His family that solved both 

sides of the problem.  He birthed us into His family and planted His own life within us, so that we 

grow to look more and act more like Him every day.  But if He had only birthed us into His 

family, then we would have to wait for and earn our inheritance. 
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However, because He both birthed and adopted us into His family we get it all and we don’t 

have to wait for it!  We are born into God’s family for our identity and we are adopted for our 

inheritance!! 

 

Isn’t God amazing?  He thin s of everything that’s best for us!! 
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