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Truly Blessing God’s Name in All Things 
By Dr. Emily Edwards 

 

“Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return there.   

The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; Blessed be the name of the 

LORD.”  

In all this, Job did not sin nor charge God with wrong” (Job 1:21-22 NKJV). 

I noticed that when people pass someone, whether at church or other 

places, they ask how they are doing, but their legs are still moving. The only 

possible and comfortable response would be “fine” maybe even getting out 

an “and you?” but sometimes they are already off in the distance and didn’t 

hear. We want everyone to be doing fine, so much in fact that we don’t give opportunity for any 

problems or struggles to be voiced in our asking. On the other hand, we also don’t want anyone knowing 

that we have a problem—especially at church.  

Fear of Knowing and Revealing Struggles 

What is the fear of others knowing we struggle, or allowing others to struggle? The belief may be that if I 

am struggling there is something wrong with me. I will be looked down upon as if I have greatly sinned 

and brought this catastrophe upon myself. If someone else is struggling and I learn about it, the belief 

may be that it means I have to act on it to help them. Getting involved always costs time, energy, or 

maybe financial. You may have noticed that so far this article has focused on only us and what we will 

do. There is a huge void here in leaving God out of the process.  

Inviting God into the Process 

The process of struggling brings us closer to God if we choose to be closer. Hebrews 12:3-7,  

“Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose 

heart.  

In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. And have you 

completely forgotten this word of encouragement that addresses you as children? It says, ‘My son, do 

not make light of the Lord’s discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, because the Lord 

disciplines those he loves, and he chastens everyone he accepts as his child.’ 

Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children.” 

The true blessing of struggles is that God is involved. He loves us so much that the disciplines we learn 

through His hand to mature in our Christian walk is a blessing. It is not fun to go through hard times, but 

it is necessary to bring us where God wants us to be. He uses every challenge that happens in our life. I 

don’t believe He causes them all because some of the problems we have are a result of our choices. God 

can change the ashes of our bad choices into beautiful growing times in our life. God’s grace and mercy 
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are bestowed on us, His children. That is a true blessing and we need to share them to encourage others 

on the journey.  

Rejoice in Suffering 

We can truly rejoice in our sufferings because Christ will make it all worth the trials. His victory on the 

cross enables us to follow Him in eternity. His faithfulness will be proven on that last day. 

God will show us His love in a new and unique way when we suffer. His power will override all the pain 

that is being experienced. Many who have struggled through a situation or illness have said that during 

the hardest times, that’s when God would reveal Himself in some way. His presence could be undeniably 

felt.  

When you suffer, don’t be surprised by it. Jesus said that anyone who followed Him would have 

problems (Matthew 24). Consider how Jesus was treated on earth. How can we expect to be treated as 

a follower of His? Being God’s child means we reflect Him, we are His ambassadors, and He chose us to 

be with Him. That is a blessing.  

The things of God are eternal. We will never lose them. The things of this world will be given us and will 

be taken away. Holding on loosely to the worldly things will also help us to grasp the eternal things of 

God. What are some of the promises? Jesus is making a place for us, there will be no more pain or tears, 

we will rejoice the Lord together forever, and there will be a new heaven and new earth. Only God can 

do these things. Blessed be the name of the Lord! 


