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# 28 Vision for the Spiritual Area of Life 

By Dr. Stephen R. Phinney 

Vision for the Spiritual Area 

Most self-proclaimed Christians’ aim in life is to be happy; thus, requiring God to make them 

happy.  Believers of this type expect God to change His doctrines to match their morbid beliefs - 

particularly the ones that make them “unhappy” or uncomfortable.  One of the most common 

used against God is the doctrine of divorce.  Many Christians who have come to my office have 

made the statement, “God does not want me to be unhappy in this marriage.”  With this morbid 

belief comes a twisting of doctrines surrounding the issue of divorce.  They somehow believe 

that any marriage relationship, work situation, or life experience hindering them from being 

happy is a violation of their happiness.   

It is imperative that an indwelt believer has the same vision for his life as Christ has through 

him!  The most spiritual and logical means of determining what your vision ought to be is by 

discovering God’s vision for you.  I can assure you that it is not to “be happy.”  God’s vision for 

the believer is to be holy and blameless. 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every 

spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in Him before the 

foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him” (Eph. 1:3-4). 

We have been blessed with EVERY spiritual blessing known to Jesus Himself in us.  A 

significant part of those blessings is that He chose us, literally before the foundation of the 

world, to BE holy and blameless before Him.  In other words, we have everything we need to 

live the life of an indwelt believer from the point of Salvation forward.  We don’t have to beg or 

ask for “more” of Him or His blessings - everything we need is already implanted within us.  We 

simply need to appropriate these “true things” in our daily walk.  This is one of those impossible 

things to do without the Life of Christ doing the appropriating through us.   

So how do we share in His holiness?     

“For they disciplined us for a short time as seemed best to them, but He disciplines us for our 

good, so that we may share His holiness” (Hebrews 12:10). 

In parenting, we discipline our children in order for them to share in our goodness as parents.  

God, in like manner, uses discipline as the process in which we can share in His holiness.  

Nobody likes to be disciplined, but it is through the things we suffer that we learn obedience.  By 

accepting discipline from the Lord, we become partakers in His divine and holy attributes.  

Another word for holiness is “sanctification.”  This word means “being reserved or designated for 

a particular use and therefore, not available for some other deed or function.”  Sanctification is 
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the process by which a believer yields their self-life to the Cross, and embraces the eternal 

purpose and function of Christ within.  It means being set apart for God and God alone.   

As indwelt Christians, we have been redeemed out of darkness, willfulness, and rebellion. 

Concerning our past, some of us have come out of a defiling background. How can a former 

worker of iniquity be used by the King of kings? 

“Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 

deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor 

thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of 

God. Such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were 

justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God” (1 Corinthians 6:9-11). 

This passage alone clears up many of the political arguments of our day!  We have been 

washed of such satanic identities--sanctified, set apart by the justification (just as if we did not 

sin) of our Lord and Savior through the placement of the Holy Spirit within.   

This holiness (sanctification) is actually “Christ in us.” For by God’s doing, you and I are in Christ 

Jesus (Who became our sanctification) for life eternal. 

“But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and 

righteousness and sanctification, and redemption” (1 Corinthians 1:30). 

The Word goes on to tell us that there is a working out of this sanctification and holiness in our 

daily living.  Holiness is to grow in us through the function of Christ moving and breathing 

through us. 

“Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh 

and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God” (2 Cor. 7:1). 

All of this is to enable us to worship God in the beauty and splendor of His holiness, thus 

sharing in His beloved attributes. 

“Ascribe to the LORD the glory due to His name; Worship the LORD in holy array” (Psalm 29:2).  
 
What higher spiritual vision can a believer have for oneself?  Life does not get any purer than 

this.   

1. Where do you placed personal holiness in your life’s priorities? 

2. Have you allowed this vision to grip your soul, so that it becomes an eternal desire for 

your daily living? 

3. If holiness becomes a high priority for your life, what would it cost you? 

4. Are you willing to pay the price? 

“Just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and 

blameless before Him” (Eph. 1:4). 
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