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THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
THE FINAL BATTLE BETWEEN ISHMAEL & ISAAC 

 

#24: The Bottomless Pit 

The SEVEN Trumpets Sound--The Bottomless Pit 

“Then the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star from heaven which had fallen to the earth; and 

the key of the bottomless pit was given to him. He opened the bottomless pit, and smoke went 

up out of the pit, like the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by 

the smoke of the pit. Then out of the smoke came locusts upon the earth, and power was given 

them, as the scorpions of the earth have power. They were told not to hurt the grass of the 

earth, nor any green thing, nor any tree, but only the men who do not have the seal of God on 

their foreheads. And they were not permitted to kill anyone, but to torment for five months; and 

their torment was like the torment of a scorpion when it stings a man. And in those days men 

will seek death and will not find it; they will long to die, and death flees from them. The 

appearance of the locusts was like horses prepared for battle; and on their heads appeared to 

be crowns like gold, and their faces were like the faces of men. They had hair like the hair of 

women, and their teeth were like the teeth of lions. They had breastplates like breastplates of 

iron; and the sound of their wings was like the sound of chariots, of many horses rushing to 

battle. They have tails like scorpions, and stings; and in their tails is their power to hurt men for 

five months. They have as king over them, the angel of the abyss; his name in Hebrew is 

Abaddon, and in the Greek he has the name Apollyon. The first woe is past; behold, two woes 

are still coming after these things” (Rev. 9:1-12). 

We are about to tackle one of the most controversial passages in the book of Revelation--the 

issue of the “falling star.”  Most of it sounds like something out of a SciFi movie: a falling star 

with a key and “scorpion-powered locusts” coming out from the burning pit; and these same 

“locusts” being commanded NOT to eat greens, but only to torment the people without the seal 

of God!  John couldn’t make this stuff up if he tried!   

There are a certain Bible theologians who believe this “star” is Satan.  If we actually compare 

spiritual things WITH spiritual things, we will find what many of us conservative theologians 

(self-made or not) believe--this is none other than our Lord, Jesus Christ!  Here is an example of 

comparing spiritual things with spiritual things:  

“And the living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of 

death and of Hades”  (Rev. 1:18). 

Why would God tell John that Jesus has the keys of death and Hades in His hands at the 

beginning of his write, and later say that Satan has the keys to the bottomless pit (Hades)?  
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Therefore, I am confident in my belief that this angel is none other than Jesus Christ, Himself.  

Let’s quickly take a look at another comparison: 

“Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding the key of the abyss and a great chain 

in his hand. And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and 

bound him for a thousand years; and he threw him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over 

him, so that he would not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were 

completed; after these things he must be released for a short time” (Rev. 20:1-3). 

Again, does this sound like Satan?  Not to me!  In this passage, Jesus has a chain in His hand, 

binds Satan, and throws him into the pit.  Plus, why would the God of the Universe entrust 

Satan (His enemy) with the keys to his own damnation?  God may be tough to figure out from 

time to time, but He is NOT stupid!  A healthy theologian will compare apples with apples and 

oranges with oranges.  One of the most common mistakes an Emergent “Christian” makes in 

studying the Word is comparing apples with oranges--both are fruit, but one has to force 

comparisons. 

The “bottomless pit” is hell, not Hades.  Hades is the temporary “holding tank” for those who 

have died before this time stamp--somewhere on the perimeter of the burning pit of Satan (Luke 

16).  Little is known about the details of Hades, but much is said about the dynamics of hell.  

Hell is also different from the “lake of fire” (more about this in Rev. ch. 20).  Hell will be the 

prison of the wicked and rebellious souls who have died since Adam. Also, it will be the final 

place of torment for every demon removed from heaven millennia earlier. 

Up to this point, demons and Satan have been free to roam on the earth, for it has been their 

temporary place and domain.  This is about to change.  Their limited freedom is about to be 

taken from them with a vengeance only God Himself understands.   

The fifth trumpet sound is an announcement of five months of torment for all those who do not 

bear the mark of God on their foreheads.  The order comes with “not permitted to kill anyone.”  

This group of people will be tormented with the pain of a scorpion--known by man and God as 

the worst sensation to man.  This level of torment will be so torturous that each person will seek 

ways to kill himself, but God will not allow it.  And those locusts--wow, check them out!   

“The appearance of the locusts was like horses prepared for battle; and on their heads 

appeared to be crowns like gold, and their faces were like the faces of men. They had hair like 

the hair of women, and their teeth were like the teeth of lions. They had breastplates like 

breastplates of iron; and the sound of their wings was like the sound of chariots, of many horses 

rushing to battle. They have tails like scorpions, and stings; and in their tails is their power to 

hurt men for five months”  (Rev. 9:7-10). 

These are unbelievable scary creatures.  They rise from the pit of hell with an attitude, fully 

committed to carry out the marching orders of our God.  This is the hell that God has held in 

waiting since Adam and Eve chose to separate themselves from Him, their Father.  In the 

beginning, there was no hell. But after the choice of sin occurred, God knew He had to prepare 

a place for those who resisted His ways—the demons and Satan, himself.  In the beginning, 

there were probably three archangels, with Lucifer (now Satan) being the chief of the three.  At 

some point in eternity, Lucifer (meaning “angel of light”) decided to overthrow God and take the 
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position of “The Throned One.”  It is understood that each of the three archangels was give 1/3 

of the rest of the angels.  Lucifer obviously brainwashed, or deceived, each of his angels to 

assist in the hostile takeover.  But since our Creator is not easily intimidated by such 

manipulation, God removed Lucifer, renamed him (Satan), and tossed him and his followers 

(now called demons) onto the earth (Ezekiel 28:11-15; Isaiah 14:12-14).  My point is this: Satan 

did not fall from heaven like a star; he fell from heaven like a bolt of lightning.         

“And He said to them, "I was watching Satan fall from heaven like lightning” (Luke 10:18). 

When Jesus made this profound statement to His disciples, He spoke in the past tense--not the 

future.  This does not refer to the time when Satan will be eternally cast out.  This only clarifies 

the truth about how and when Satan was removed! 

It would be appropriate at this point to clarify a few details about the devil.  The devil is a self-

made creature.  What I mean by that is he was not a devil in his original state. But when he 

decided by his own choice to attempt to steal the role of the Father, he became the first and the 

last Deceiver, with a capital D.  Secondly, all spirit beings and humans who rebel against the 

hand of the Lord and His commandments are in need of a place of torment.  Therefore, hell was 

prepared for the devil and his demons and all those who follow such lies (Matt. 25:41).   

Are demons free to roam about on their own and have control over Christians?  Let’s take a 

look: 

 

“And angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He has 

kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day” (Jude 1:6). 

This is a topic demanding much more time and white space, but I personally believe that Jesus 

Himself holds the demons in eternal chains, which limits them in their ability to master humans.  

Their lies and deceptions are active and passed from generation to generation through the 

choices of man.  They scream and cry out with sounds of defeat.  I, like most theologians 

(liberal or conservative), believe they have an impact on humans throughout New Testament 

living.  The level of impact is classically what Christian theologians argue over. 

God initially did not form hell for man, nor did He create man for hell. But all men who choose to 

follow the hell-bound destined one will go where their leader is purposed to go--just as in the 

case of Satan’s angels (demons).  Today, hell is awaiting Satan and his followers in the center 

of the earth, and this hell will remain there until the consummation of all things--God’s purported 

time of revelation of the “bottomless pit.”  Even though this sounds “Hollywood-ish,” it can 

actually be explained scientifically.  A scientist once told me that the fault lines are in such 

places that if ever connected, the earth would literally split in half.  For those who doubt science, 

let’s take a look at what Jesus said to the Pharisees: 

“Then some of the scribes and Pharisees said to Him, ‘Teacher, we want to see a sign from 

You.’ But He answered and said to them, ‘An evil and adulterous generation craves for a sign; 

and yet no sign will be given to it but the sign of Jonah the prophet; for just as JONAH WAS 

THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS IN THE BELLY OF THE SEA MONSTER, so will the Son 

of Man be three days and three nights in the heart (center) of the earth’’’ (Matt. 12:38-40, 

clarification added). 
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This passage primarily gives the prophetic text of Jesus paying the price for our sins by literally 

descending into the lower parts of the earth (hell) to pay for what we deserve.  This passage 

certainly provides additional proof to hell being in the center of the earth--not that God needs to 

prove himself to the doubters.  I rejoice in the fact He did this for me, as that is one place I never 

want to see!  Remember this: when the Scriptures say that Satan is beneath our feet, He means 

literally! 

Back to this locust issue: Out of the smoke millions of locusts will appear, which are most likely 

demons being described by John as unusual locusts.  Personally, I believe these locust 

creatures are the demons Jude talks about being eternally bound.  Now is the time for their 

release.  We Christians tend to think that demons are running around with the power to torment 

and do what they wish to us and unbelievers.  I am not one of them!  If demons were released 

to do what they wanted, the end of the world would have occurred millennia ago.  Even now, 

during this Fifth Trumpet call, they are released with orders—“They were told not to hurt the 

grass of the earth, nor any green thing, nor any tree, but only the men who do not have the seal 

of God on their foreheads.” I refuse to give Satan, or his demons, more perceived power than 

God says they have.  I am bored by the endless talk of the power of Satan and how he can 

control Christians’ minds and bodies.  I give about the same percentage of validity to this topic 

as the New Testament offers after the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ--very little.  

Don’t get me wrong--I am a firm believer in warfare prayers and aggressively standing against 

the lies of the evil one, but I will not spend my time talking to him or his demonic followers 

because of his illusions of control.  

These demons are given a period of time of five months to torment.  Men will be stung and 

bitten by demons and infected with a poison demanding suicide that will not be granted.  They 

will cry and hurt, beg and scream; but will find no death for comfort.  Do you realize what a 

supernatural happening this is?  No guns, knives, or any such thing can kill them--no death.  

Every attempt of death will only create more pain.  I know five months does not seem long in the 

spectrum of eternity, but five months of the worst kind of torture just might do the job. 

Can you imagine the headlines?  

Creatures Erupt from the Newly Found Pit –  

With faces like men, bodies like horses, crowns of gold,  

hair like a woman, and teeth like a lion. 

“The armies of the global empire attempted to defeat them. But they have breastplates like iron and 

move so quickly that they sound like millions of chariots with horses going to battle.  But wait reader, 

there’s more:  if you get too close to these things, you will become one of the ‘stung ones.’  In fact, they 

seem to chase down anyone who does not have one of those strange markings from the God of 

Abraham.  If all this isn’t unusual enough, these things have a king of sorts ruling over them with a 

marking of ‘Angel of the Abyss--Abaddon.’  We checked with some local Pharisees regarding the 

definition of this word and they tell us that it means  

‘Satan-- the king of Destruction.’ 
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Dear reader: I would tell you to run and hide, but evidently there is no place these things cannot find 

you.  I would tell you to get a gun and shoot yourself, but they tell me that death defies this plague.  

What is a person to do?   

My suggestion is to run, scream, or faint –  

As there doesn't seem to be anything else we can do! 

 

I know this is a horrible picture to paint. But my dear reader, I dare not soft sell the Word of God, 

nor cut corners to prevent being called a “Christian fanatic.”  I truly believe that what I have 

allegorically depicted will happen in the literal.  Anyone who is not a born-again, Holy Spirit-

indwelt believer at this point will be one of the stung.  Sobering, I know! 
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