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Dear Body Life Members, 

[11-10-2019] 

 

Since the day my partial sabbatical began, I figured it would be a bumpy road. The 

Lord revealed many redeeming lessons – for me personally and the ministry of IOM 

America. Little did I realize that back in February of this year, when the Lord said, “Your 

fellowship as you see it will not remain by 2020,” I certainly wouldn’t have predicted the 

follow circumstances.  

 

Our corporate policies mandate that all corporate leaders must be engaged in 

leadership training, proactive ministry & mentorship – which requires a great deal of 

commitment and time. Due to the level of Shannon’s present responsibilities, he 

determined that it was not reasonable for him to fulfill the responsibilities of Associate 

Pastor, Vice President of IOM America, and Executive Officer of the Board. Therefore, 

Shannon has resigned from these positions.  

 

Due to our need to protect Shannon and the family from any unnecessary stress, the 

leadership has decided to suspend meetings in their home for fellowship gatherings 

and/or Sunday services. Please note the following changes. 

 

Possible Ways This Can Affect You 

 

• Gathering: Meeting as Body members of Christ should not change. Your love 

for fellowship with one another should be honored by the methods Jane & I 

provide as we move forward. 

• Leadership: I will continue to be your lead pastor as we move forward.  

• Weekly Methodology: From November 17th to January 5,th our fellowship will not 

be meeting on Sunday mornings. Although, special meetings may be 

provided. Between now and that time, we will be working on plans for our 

renewed fellowship & our location. We will NOT be meeting at the Bartlett 

home indefinitely. Even though we will not be meeting as a group for services 

during this time, a system has been put in place to continue our studies and to 

keep us connected. The method is as follows: 

 

o Weekly Study: Each is expected to continue our study in the workbook, 

“Living In Jesus” – one lesson per week. 
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o Login: Before Sunday of each week, login to the following site and follow 

the instructions according to the week posted. On this site will be media, 

articles, notes, and a homework form confirming your studies. Once you 

submit this form, you follow this method each week until we begin 

meeting as a group. The link:   https://www.iomamerica.org/xl-church  

o Non-Internet Users: Find a way to get to the internet or stay focused on 

completing the workbook on your own.  

 

• Respecting the Bartletts: Each body member needs to be considerate of the 

Bartletts during this time. Our highest priority is keeping their environment as 

stress-free as possible. Be available to provide meals, assistance, etc. as God 

leads you to encourage their family.   

• Giving: Your giving habits should remain in place. You can either give by way 

of the link on the church site or place in the Phinney’s dropbox/mail slot. We 

obviously will continue to provide a tax-deductible benefit, as well as sustain 

the ministry’s ongoing needs.   

• Our Renewed Church: As we take this respite, new plans will be developed in 

establishing our future as a church fellowship. These plans will be announced at 

our January 5th gathering. A special meeting will take place during the respite 

in order to gain Body Life input.      

• Communications: I encourage each of our members to reply to text 

communications. We will use this venue, along with postings on our login page, 

to announce meetings, fellowship opportunities and links to help assist you in 

your growth.  

 

Yes, it is true. Ministry is a difficult road to walk. But as my mentor has made it known to 

me, this does not give me the excuse to pull the plug on God’s calling. This is a 

temporary solution to a long term challenge. We will get through this. In fact, I totally 

expect our renewed vision and plans to be the Lord’s refreshed calling to our fellowship. 

 

In conclusion. I fully embrace the responsibility and leadership needed to advance our 

fellowship’s calling. Even though the ministry road is difficult, each of us has been 

blessed with many loved ones that pray, encourage and bless our future with their 

loyalty to Christ. As your pastor, nothing is more important to me than this. I further 

recognize that I am a planter of seeds. Through our temporary circumstances, God will 

use these seeds to continue His growth in each. Today, I rejoice in every seed planted in 

your souls regarding the believer's identity in Christ. I remain steadfast in my support of 

our fellowship. Please remain faithful to our process and the message of Truth the Lord is 

certain to release through our endeavors.  

 

With All Respect, 

 

-Pastor Phinney       
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