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Thank you for standing with me. Before I met you, I was a man full of bitterness. I was filled with 

grudges. I have been resentful towards all those who killed my father, brother, sisters, and 

others. These circumstances left my mother & I in poverty and pain.  

After you took me through the Identity Matters learning, and now through the online courses, I 

have discovered repentance and forgiveness. I have forgiven and released all of them, along 

with my landlord for his recent actions of hurting my family.  

I am now a changed man. I have learned a lot about the Truth of Jesus through our discipleship 

and studies. May the Lord bless you for the good you have done for me, my family and our 

church. Thank you for your continuous prayers. I love you, my dear mentor. 

Your Son, Joseph Natembeya | Kenya 

  

THE ABIDING LIFE SERIES: Until the spring of 2020, we will be focusing our online topics on 

the Abiding Life in Christ. This will encompass email articles, global texting, social network 

postings, podcasts, and broadcast shows. We will be featuring authors such as Dr. Woodward, 

Dr. Charles Solomon, Jennifer Kennedy Dean, Jane M. Phinney, Dr. James Fowler, Dr. 

Stephen Phinney, and a host of others.   

IOM BLOGS: Starting in 2020, we will be hosting and sponsoring new blog writers. This new 

venue will help us get the message of the Cross out to the world without these writers waiting 

for a “spot” in our weekly emails. “My Heart Undressed” by Jane Phinney continues to be our 

most read blog worldwide. Her personal entries, carefully integrated into the indwelling Life of 

Christ, touch our readership with writings that real and straight from the heart.    

 

IOM PHOENIX: Director John Hickey is nothing short of being my right-hand for the Southwest 

Region. We are blessed by his work in preaching, teaching and discipling individuals through 

the Identity Matters Worldview Institute, particularly the Identity Matters workbook materials. We 

are eternally grateful for him and his wife Rachel for all their investment in the Lord’s work. 

 

LAS VEGAS CONNECTION: Sharon Lackey is not only a dear friend to Jane and me, but she 

is also the ministry’s transcriber. We simply would not be able to publish much of our written 

content without her. Her devotion to converting all our audios to written content is at the core of 

our ministry. She also multiplies our ministry by discipling others and representing our materials 

throughout Las Vegas and parts of California.  

 

DRC CONGO OFFICE: Director Stephan has suffered the extream loss of workers this past 

year. Our church center there has been under attack by rebels multiple times, resulting in the 

slaughtering of many workers. Just this past month, 90 additional brothers and sisters were 

poisoned at an event hosted by our center, 20 of them being our workers. Stephan is tired and 

mailto:drphinney@iomamerica.org


 

IOM AMERICA | P.O. Box 71, Sterling, KS 67579 | drphinney@iomamerica.org 

wavering a bit in his mission. Please pray for him, his people and the family members 

associated with those that have died. 

 

IOM PAKISTAN: Bishop Waqas is one of our most dedicated workers to Muslim communities. 

The Lord has blessed him with the ability to rally hundreds of thousands through his crusades. I 

am very close to this brother. The mission we mutually accomplish through each of our 

networks is nothing short of miraculous. Pray for continued security, safety, and progress in this 

mission. As most of our readers know, I carry a God-size burden for Muslims throughout the 

world.  

 

IOM UGANDA: Outside of Kenya, Uganda is our most populated mission field. Director Noah is 

not only the IOM Africa Director, but he also serves on our board. His relentless endeavors of 

multiplying the message of the Abiding Life in Christ is highly honored by our home team. He 

has hosted rallies of thousands of pastors throughout the country of Uganda and surrounding 

countries. We are blessed with his ability to communicate the Identity Matters Conference in a 

clear and motivating way.  

 

IOM KENYA: You will be hearing more about my spiritual son Joseph Natembeya throughout 

2020. He is, without doubt, one of the most faithful students within our online school and diligent 

disciples in personal discipleship. He has made use of each course that builds our field leaders. 

I must say, it has not come without a price. Not long ago, his associate pastor was killed, family 

members murdered, tossed out of his home and recently, after coming home from church, his 

house was robbed – leaving him with little. Just today, he stated, “I will not let the devil stop my 

discipleship and growth in Christ.” This kind of faithfulness is rare. 

 

IOM INDIA: India is by far our largest network. Director Sharat has been actively leading our 

mission there for many years. The numeric value of contacts developed under his care is a bit 

mind-bending. We have 200+ Directors in training in India alone. We also thank Professor PP 

Thomas for his relentless work in multiplying our materials. The people of India are ripe and 

thirsty for the identity Truths. Please pray for continued advancement and spiritual success.   

 

IOM AFRICA: Even though Kenya and Uganda are set aside as the most active, many other 

IOM Centers throughout the continent of Africa shine forth the message of the believer’s identity 

in Christ. Those countries are Nigeria, Congo, DRC Congo, Ghana, Niger, Rwanda, Tanzania, 

Zambia, Malawi, Burundi, and the beginnings in Ethiopia.    

 

CENTERS/COUNTRIES UNDER DEVELOPMENT: We are excited about the countries hosting 

future and/or present Directors. Those countries are Brazil, Columbia, Norway, Turkey, Iran, 

Phillippines, Mali, and Argentina. Please pray for more countries to come on board. Our goal is 

10 new countries over the next year.  

 

IDENTITY MATTERS WORLDVIEW INSTITUTE: Our online school has experienced moderate 

growth and success. Our online provider tells us that we are off to a great start. In 2020 we will 

be fine tuning the school to be more focused on the Abiding Life in Christ – the Exchanged Life. 

We will be deemphasizing general “Christian Worldview” and more on an authentic Christ-as-

Life Worldview. Our most attended classes are the Exchanged Life training courses AND these 

courses are the ones that assist our field Directors in training the most. 
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IM LIBRARIES: We have launched our new libraries on the www.WorldviewInstitute.center site. 

Throughout 2020, we will be adding a plethora of sermon notes, articles, publications, video, 

and audio productions. We are working to get all our content in two locations – IM audio/video & 

written publication libraries. Our podcast channel (www. iomamerica.sermon.net/main) has also 

been updated and revised. It is now populated with many worldview teachers – Dr. Jeff Myers, 

J. Warner Wallace, Sean McDowell and a host of others. Enjoy what we have – it’s free. 

 

STREAMLINING OUR WEBSITES: Throughout 2019 we have been streamlining our websites, 

particularly the IOM America site. We have 3,000+ resources available and visitors were having 

trouble finding all the content. If and when you visit the sites you will notice primary tabs that 

lead you to a menu of resources.  

 

FINANCIAL: Even though we function on a “shoestring” budget, the cost of accomplishing the 

above ministry is more significant than the donations we receive. First, we request your prayers. 

Secondly, we encourage you to assist us financially as the Lord leads. 

www.iomamerica.org/iom-world-mission-fund  

 

Thank you for taking the time to read our update. If you have any questions, comments or ideas, 

please don’t hesitate to contact me personally. We deeply appreciate your participation.  

 

Dr. Stephen Phinney 

 

 

IOM America Host 
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