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INTRO 
Welcome, dear readers!  This world of ours is so “me” focused. Just watch the news or read a 
magazine. So-and-so is the best actor/actress, the fastest runner, the best singer, the best 
employee of the year… The more we strive, the better we think we are.  Me, me, me… What or 
whom do you really depend on?  Is it your hard work, rising up the corporate ladder? Is it the 
people you hang out with, hoping their influence rubs off on you?   I hope not, as these are so 
temporal, and not where True Identity comes from. Please join me in welcoming IFEL writer, 
Dan Camp, as he leads us in “Who Are We Depending On?   
 
Kathy Hill 
Managing Editor 
Exchanging Life Publishing 
 
KEY VERSE: 
Freed from sin and death 
 
“For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death” 
(Romans 8:2, NASB).  
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Who Are We Depending On?  
by Dan Camp 
 
Anyone who has been raised in a Christian home or church here in America knows that these 
are increasingly dark days. Culturally, all people groups, from Sacramento to Syria, live the way 
they do based on their beliefs. The more beliefs become distorted and twisted, the more 
behaviors and lifestyles follow suit. Behavior always follows belief. Behavior always has 
consequences.  And we're in big trouble. I am not talking about our country with its clear 
Christian heritage and roots. I am talking about you and me. We're in trouble. 
 
I am not an alarmist. Perfect Love did away with all fear (1 John 4:18). But people don't know 
who they are anymore. People live the way they live, and do the things they do, based on their 
perception of who they are. Real estate agents have always said the main thing to them is 
"Location, location, location." As for HOW people live, the main thing is "Identity, identity, 
identity." Most people, when confronted about some area of behavior, consistently answer, 
"That's just the way I am." No!  As Bob Warren, former NBA Spur says, "You are not what you 
do." 
 
Grandma taught me that being close to a truth only counts in horseshoes and hand grenades. If 
we want the truth to make a difference in our lives, we have to be spot-on, and the tragedy of 
living in modern times is that the modern church thinks that a "leaner" counts. No, Life is not a 
game, and though it is forgivable not to teach the whole truth about Grace, so help you God, it is 
not acceptable to learn, and then pass on to others junk-beliefs that don't honor The Finished 
Work of Christ, and don't even work! 
 
I have a close friend, a PhD, a very wise and compassionate brother, who says that our 
seminaries today are turning out leaders for the Church of Laodecia. You know what that 
means? That means you and I are in big trouble. We are being fed, for the most part milk--milk 
that can't last my grandson a half an hour before he pitches a fit for something more filling, milk 
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that is in many cases spoiled and sickening, milk by which no church or Christian can grow in 
the Grace and the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. We should be eating the Bread of Life, 
nourished by Meat from His Spirit in us every day.  But most believers don't have the foggiest 
idea about a real, vital relationship with the Living Christ, Who is the only One we can count on. 
And that His Gospel, the Gospel OF Grace, give us a comprehensive worldview that answers 
mankind’s every need. 
 
A dear lady wanted the truth about Grace, and we told her. Her response was astonishing for a 
mature believer! With fifty years of bad teaching under her belt she matter-of-factly blurted out, 
"What you are describing to me is a relationship with God, which I don't have time for. I have my 
lists. My lists work for me. I can do my lists. I cannot do the abiding thing--walking and talking 
with Jesus every minute of every day." In a way, she was right. If it depended on us, it would 
never happen. But there is a secret, a "mystery," Christ in us, living His Life in us, for us, and 
through us. Everything depends on Him in you. 
 
"Legalism" has always been an enormous problem in Christian beliefs. Make no mistake, there 
is nothing wrong with the Law of God, but we do not live under Law--we now live under Grace. 
The only possible rationale for teaching performance and works is if the teacher believes 
(having been taught this same lie) that “Grace needs a lot of help.”  No.  That is why Sarai (later, 
Sarah) dealt harshly with Hagar--until God commanded Hagar to submit to her (Gen. 16).  
Grace does not need the assistance of the Law and works righteousness.  Grace has no 
competition and no equal.  Grace rules, and Grace loves faith.   
 
"Easy believism" was also a nasty phase in church development, and numbers grew rapidly in 
many places where sincere godly men sought to make the fundamental beliefs of the church 
easier to understand and apply. Easy believism unfortunately soured, which led to some terrible 
and debilitating distortions.  For expediency, many shortened their sermons so as to fit more 
into less time. As a result they abbreviated the Gospel to death (if that were possible). 
Several church critics have written that the church today has become a mile wide and an inch 
deep. They were wrong about the depth. We have none. It has eroded away with bad teaching. 
And we have been left on the sands of partial truths rather than on the Rock of the complete 
truth about the Grace of Jesus. 
 
From St. John 1:17 forward, the truth NEVER stands alone. I am not talking, "Christian, know 
what you believe!" Your Life and mine, in eternity and right now, depends on knowing what we 
believe ABOUT GRACE. It is the truth about Grace that regenerates, liberates, and 
transforms. It is the truth about Grace that every believer needs to know intimately and walk 
out on. If you're fishing with the truth alone, you're on the wrong side of the boat. The big catch, 
the much fruit, the abundant Life, comes only from the truth about Grace. 
 
I give-a-listen sometimes to popular comedians. It seems that they have their finger right on the 
pulse of modern culture. One of them does a bit about her brother declaring that if the Bible is 
right, that the world will end soon. She confronts him with, "We're Roman Catholic. We don't 
even read the Bible!" He replies, "Yeah, but it sounds right." Rather than be "noble Bereans," 
who dig into their Bibles to find out what it really means, most modern believers have let 
themselves be satisfied with what sounds right and feels good. (Remember how repulsed you 
felt when you first heard the lie, "If it feels good, do it!"? Gross!) Only right believing leads to 
right teaching, which leads to right living. Wrong believing, even if it is ”just a little off," continues 
to have catastrophic results.  
 
Another comic tells about his sister becoming a Christian. She stops swearing, but in normal 
conversations she still uses the first letter of swear words. Big brother funnyman informs her 
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that "God looks on the heart," and he and God don't appreciate her "half-way" Christianity. 
Imagine, an unbelieving comedian presuming to speak for God! 
 
There is a large gym in our small town, and most of the people who work-out there are very 
angry people. Of course, you don't gather that up front, but it doesn't take much to get people to 
open up a bit. Unbelievers and wounded believers today will give you a peek inside. They want 
others to know what motivates them. And they like to intimidate others, especially Christians. 
They are not ashamed to be haters of God, haters of church, haters of men of God, and haters 
of all those who have hurt them. A primary theme in all popular movies and media is revenge. 
Wounded people have invisible handicapped signs hanging everywhere, which are "passes" 
they give themselves to get even, and to say and do whatever they like because, "That's just the 
way I am." 
 
This is the place where I am supposed to put a “hook” so you will jump over to the PDF file and 
read the rest of this article.  Can you spell R-E-V-E-N-G-E?  Let’s talk a little more about that!  
READ MORE HERE 
 
 
Next time: Abraham and Sarah, Faith and Grace: The Greatest Love Story in History 
 
Dan Camp (Georgia, USA) is a contributing writer for IOM America - Transformational Biblical Worldview & Exchange 
Life Development.  

 
Dan Camp gives his permission to all to share, use, and/or forward any portion of his articles.  He would love to hear 
from you via email at   eEncourager@aol.com 
 
Scripture taken from the New American Standard Bible, © Copyright 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 
by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission.  
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