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These principles of Life (and there are many more) point up and inward to first the Life of 
Christ and secondly to those around us.  We live in a cynical world that says, “There is no 
free lunch, everybody has an angle.”  Sadly, even indwelt Christians function after the 
flesh with these skeptical cliques of Christendom – in fact, in the eyes of the world if you 
are an evangelical indwelt Christian (particularly those of us who minister), our 
unselfishness may be all the more suspect.  People of the world are constantly watching 
for the “real deal” in those that minister the Word to others. 



† When we allow the Life of Christ in us to do the edifying of those around us, it needs to be known that it 
rubs in the face of worldly skepticism.  We must embrace the testing of those who have such a mind-set.  If 
the believer uses their flesh to past the test – they will be quick to fall.  If we allow them to test the Spirit 
within us, victory and the LOVE of Christ will never fail. 

† The simple facts are – people are seeking true love from the believer.  When the tester finds patience, lack 
of jealousy, zero bragging, the believer not seeking their own interest and above all cannot be provoked by 
the testers persecution, they will conclude this “love” is not something that can be mustered –up but rather 
coming from another life form, that of Christ Jesus. 

† To treat another person as more important than themselves requires the believer to tap into a source of 
LIFE that is beyond their own abilities.  But is it realistic to think this way?  Is it true that we can actually 
edify another with the indwelling Life of Christ?  Unless the believer is in harmony with their identity in 
Christ, the answer is NO.  Since the sin of completion is prevalent in the world of Christianity today, it is next 
to impossible to adopt this truth without Christ in the believer brings experiential understanding of the 
indwelling mind of Christ.   To consider others as more important than themselves require a servant’s heart 
and this kind of heart is only released through brokenness and nothingness (Gal. 6:3). 
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The Facts:  I believe this is one of the most 
ignored verses in the entire Bible.  The 
Christian world today has focused their 

ministry efforts on helping “Christians” to 
be something and all that they can be.  
That puts the primary education of the 
Church centered on teaching people to 
deceive themselves.  Yes, you read that 

correct.  I know I speak as if insane but the 
Truth is God works to lead us to 

nothingness, while His church is working 
against Him to produce self-satisfied and 

sufficient believers.  The reason why 
competition is a sin is because competition 
focuses on being in first place.  The Word is 

clear about this misnomer. 
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For if anyone thinks he is something when 
he is nothing, he deceives himself.  

(Galatians 6:3)



† Christ is clear about putting all those who desire to be in first place to be in last.  He goes on to tell us that those 
who refuse to compete in the Christian world and work to be in last place shall be put in first place.  Why does He 
so this?  Simple – Christ is our Husband and head of His Body, the Church.  God put Him as the first and the last in 
order to be first place in EVERYTHING!  That means first place belongs to Jesus Christ. 

† An indwelt believer cannot embrace and ask Christ to reduce them to nothing unless Christ is first in all things in 
that person’s life – the result being self-deception as a lifestyle.  To edify, build up, encourage, strengthen, to 
consider others more important than themselves is not possible unless the believer is comfortable with being 
nothing and in last place.  And this cannot happen unless the believer applies discipline to one single area – “Not 
I, but Christ.”

† Once we apply such discipline, we who have a strong faith can then shoulder the burdens and conflicts of others.  
These acts of discipline are a manifestation of Christ in the believer.  He, being our Husband and Lord, is excellent 
at NOT choosing His own pleasures but rather those that He is called to serve. 

† The believer is to be a living example of genuine love in order for others to ask the BIG question, “Where do you 
get this kind of love?”  True edification is evangelism.  As for when we edify a believer, it teaches them to exhort 
others for the purpose of revealing Christ in them.  Seeking to build others up in Christ builds God’s Kingdom and 
firmly establishes the Exchanged Life in and around those of His Kingdom.  The result of such discipline will 
conform the Body of Christ into the lifestyle of “Not I, but Christ.”
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If you’re like most believers, when you are 
selfless you are fulfilled in ways mankind 

cannot offer.  True selfless living edifies itself.  
That is the benefit of being disciplined in this 

manner. 
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1.  What examples do you have of truly giving God’s love away to others?
2.  In what ways do you seek to build up others?
3.  What ways are you quick to build yourself up before others?
4.  Exactly how disciplined are you in regard to “Not I, but Christ?”
5.  What specific person in your life needs to be built up emotionally and/or 

spiritually?
6.  Is edification something that you practices or is it a result?
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