
IOM AMERICA RESOURCES | P.O. Box 71, Sterling, KS  67579 | www.iomamerica.org | ChristAsLife@iomamerica.org 

 

 

# 22 Repentance for the Spiritual Area of Life 

By Dr. Stephen R. Phinney 

Repentance for the Spiritual Area 

Rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft. Stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. God abhors the 

sins of rebellion and stubbornness.  This is verified countless times in the Old Testament where 

we see God wiping out whole nations because of it.  Even Israel was not spared from God’s 

judgment over these two sins.  Witchcraft and idolatry are the two primary acts of rebellion of 

Satan himself.  This is why God has such vehemence against such acts.  They reflect the will of 

His enemy and those who follow him--both demonstrating a defiance of God and a denial of His 

existence and sovereignty in man’s interactions with Him.  

Man’s default is to function as his own god, which is at the root of rebellion.  But man-as-god 

operates in relative contentment until he is put under authority, when man becomes face-to-face 

with the real God.  When authority crosses the pathway of a man with such stubbornness, 

rebellion is sure to ensue.  It may not be outward in bitter words or physical resistance (visible 

attributes).  Rebellion is an attitude of the heart, a hardening or stiffening of the will, a 

determination to resist what God orders for us (either directly or through delegated authorities).  

Due to this reality, Satan is constantly at work to dethrone all authorities of God.      

There is a subtlety to the defiant one, which colors the rebel in more acceptable tones. But he is 

a rebel, nonetheless.  For example, procrastination is a quiet refusal to do what should be done 

now. The procrastinator always has reasons for not obeying--usually a lack of trust in the 

leaders of God due to their weaknesses. Rebels always have reasons for doing their own thing. 

For them, reasons are logical.  God’s direction in leaders has nothing to do with their 

weaknesses. In fact, He uses these weaknesses to display His power.    

One of the most blatant rebellions recorded in Scripture is that of Lucifer aspiring to usurp the 

throne and authority of God.  Man, in his fallen state, has followed this method of madness in 

step and form, resulting in man thinking he is his own god (Godship).   

The simple fact is a rebel must repent.  He must recognize his willfulness, lay down his arms of 

resistance, and change his direction--quickly.  Secondly, he must realize that the fight is not 

against human leaders, but against the father of lies. 

“For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, for the weapons of our 

warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses. We are 

destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we 

are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ” (2 Cor. 10:3-5). 
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Rebels don’t understand this passage. In fact, it is impossible for them to understand this until 

they are brought to repentance--then the Holy Spirit can reveal such profound truths.  One of 

Satan’s tricks is to get us humans thinking that the warring in life is against frail humans, which 

is simply the farthest thing from the truth.  By being deceived into believing the truth, men will 

walk in what they have determined as truth--human on human.  This trick is so effective that it 

has become the primary tool used by the enemy to keep the Church from functioning under the 

authority of God.   

Some of the common areas the enemy works this trick is in the role of pastors, mentors, 

parents, husbands, and employers.  All authority is clearly established by God.  Those who 

resist in these relationships resist and oppose God Himself. 

“Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except 

from God, and those which exist are established by God. Therefore whoever resists authority 

has opposed the ordinance of God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation 

upon themselves. For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. Do you want 

to have no fear of authority? Do what is good and you will have praise from the same; for it is a 

minister of God to you for good. But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the 

sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath on the one who 

practices evil. Therefore it is necessary to be in subjection, not only because of wrath, but also 

for conscience' sake” (Romans 13:1-5). 

We need to allow the Holy Spirit to evaluate our attitudes regarding authority!  Authority is the 

gateway to spiritual freedom.  When we embrace God’s ordained establishment of authority, we 

can find a more restful place in submitting to Him directly.  Since it is true that those who resist 

governed authority are resisting God, the one who is resisting will find it difficult to obey the 

living God directly.   

About now, you may be thinking about the importance of resisting certain authorities who cause 

harm.  There is a right and proper resistance that should be noted and exercised by indwelt 

believers when the Word of God is clearly violated by civil or familial authorities.  

“But Peter and the apostles answered, ‘We must obey God rather than men’ ” (Acts 5:29). 

Anytime an authority figure requires us to break the mandates of God, we are commanded to 

obey God rather than men.  Although, I must state that many Christians use this passage to gift 

wrap their own morbid independent acts of rebellion.  These types perverse the mind of Christ 

within themselves by thinking this includes any authority or regulation which displeases them, or 

infringes upon what they perceive as right in their own eyes.  It is our responsibility to show all 

those under authority that there is a direct relationship between Godship and rejection, to reveal 

that all rebellion is birthed through a form of rebellion to authority. 

Rebels are attempting to be their own god and are quick to reject self and others who do not 

support their twisted views of self-government.  If and when this reveal is true for them, we can 

lead them to repentance with the kindness of Christ within.  As noted before, identification in 

Christ follows repentance, and the ministry of reconciliation follows understanding and 

embracing one’s identity in Christ.   
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“Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new 

things have come. Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through 

Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the 

world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the 

word of reconciliation” (2 Cor. 5:17-19). 
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