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# 36 Repentance For The Social Area of Life 

By Dr. Stephen R. Phinney 

 

Repentance for the Social Area 

Have you ever wondered what the purpose is for relationships outside of Christ?  I certainly 

have!  Let’s review the facts, all unsaved people are of the world and are hostile toward God 

due to this reality (James 4:5).  The scriptures go on to say that anyone who is friends with the 

world makes himself an enemy of God.  So how is it that we are to befriend those of the world?  

Did you know that our social life is a true confession of what we believe?   

Therefore from now on we recognize no one according to the flesh; even though we have 

known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him in this way no longer.  (2 Corinthians 

5:16) 

The implication here is that as non-Christians our social relationships with others are “according 

to the flesh – meaning there is no eternal value.  In other words, they are built by us out of 

selfish motives and this is why it sets us up to make ourselves an enemy of God.  It further 

indicates that even our initial coming to know Christ was selfishly motivated.  It is not news to 

most believers that salvation is all about us and once we become indwelt by Christ, the working 

out of our salvation is to make it all about Him.  Salvation brings a new order to our social lives 

that few tend to adhere to.  Once indwelt, this new order demands a new motivation and a new 

basis for all relationships.   

Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new 

things have come.  (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

Here are the facts, if you are in Christ and Christ is in you, you are a brand new creation and all 

the old things (relationships included) have passed away – as if there is a death.  This passage 

clearly states that new things have come and that starts with each of our relationships.  To 

become new and hold to the relationships of the world (the unsaved), it is what Satan uses to 

drag us back into the world.  He of course knows that this will cause us to develop a hostile 

relationship with God. The friction we experience in unsaved social relationships results from 

either deliberate or thoughtless self-seeking acceptance.  This push for acceptance robs God of 

His deserved right to be the One who accepts us through His indwelling Son.  This is certainly 

why God requires us NOT to associate with a “so called brother” who continues in their 

friendship with the world.     
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But actually, I wrote to you not to associate with any so-called brother if he is an immoral 

person, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler--not even to eat with 

such a one.  (1 Corinthians 5:11) 

Association in this passage is the same root word as friendship.  Anyone who become friends 

with any person takes ownership of the other individuals identity – in the Hebrew, friendship is 

an active exchange of identity. Behavior comes from identity and when we associated, or 

socialize with someone of the world, we adopt their behavior as well.  We are called by our Lord 

to only associate with those in Christ and follow the letter of God’s Word.  In fact, we are asked 

to make special note of those who do not obey the instructions of the Word and to keep them at 

arm’s length in order that the worldly person will be put to shame.   

If anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note of that person and do not 

associate with him, so that he will be put to shame.  (2 Thessalonians 3:14) 

Shame is necessary for unsaved people or people who think they are saved – it brings them to 

repentance.  Conviction is what God uses once the individual inhabits the indwelling Life of 

Christ.  Shame is a part of the stepping stones to lead others to Christ, for it is a part of their 

fallen nature.  The church today is so focused on having attendees NOT feel shame that often 

the church assist in helping the unsaved do a “blow-by” on the need for salvation.  Always 

remember, shame is the primary prerequisite for salvation and the believers part in this is NOT 

to associate (have friendship) with these individuals in order to maturate this stepping-stone of 

shame. This does not mean that the believer is not to reach out to the unsaved but scriptures 

clearly warn us of the danger of having a friendship association with such immoral people.  We 

are called to have the same type of social life that Christ Himself had with an unsaved world – to 

have relationship with them in order to lead others unto Him.  This should be our goal in all 

social relationships outside of Christ.     

On the other hand, as for indwelt Disciples of Christ, we should work to associate with other 

Disciples.  But since “Christians” tend to wound their own by not associating with other 

believers, the church today often times finds friendship with “so called believers,” thus the 

church is becoming more and more emergent (lukewarm).   

But Saul kept increasing in strength and confounding the Jews who lived at Damascus by 

proving that this Jesus is the Christ. When many days had elapsed, the Jews plotted together to 

do away with him, but their plot became known to Saul. They were also watching the gates day 

and night so that they might put him to death; but his disciples took him by night and let him 

down through an opening in the wall, lowering him in a large basket. When he came to 

Jerusalem, he was trying to associate with the disciples; but they were all afraid of him, not 

believing that he was a disciple.  (Acts 9:22-26) 

This is the reason for the sickness in the Bride of Christ today.  For they shun the real indwelt 

believers while offering friendship to those who are “so called believers” – resulting in damaging 

the real Bride of Christ and hindering Christ in the authentic believer in accomplishing His 

mission. 

Proverbs warns us of the danger of associating with people who demand external change, while 

not experiencing true transformation. 
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My son, fear the LORD and the king; Do not associate with those who are given to change, For 

their calamity will rise suddenly, And who knows the ruin that comes from both of them?  

(Proverbs 24:21-22) 

When He said, My son, fear thou the Lord, and the king,.... Those who fear the Lord are 

generally respectful and hold to a proper fear of authority.  The type of fear stated here is not 

the kind of fear that divides but rather the kind that is full of love, reverence of God and His 

established authorities, faith in those who govern for Him, submission to those who watch over 

them, and who lead others to worship Him, inward and outward.  On the other hand, people of 

change tend to change at the drop of a new doctrine or religious belief and we are warned not to 

associate with this kind of social relationship.  People that are given to change love new political 

ideas, new laws, forms of government, a new ministry, a kind of leader, but continually 

embracing plots, conspiracies, rebellions, who instead of fearing God and the king, change the 

laws and commandments of God and the king in order to match their emergent beliefs, and 

therefore we are commanded to shun such people.  Why you ask?  All such persons are, and 

should be avoided because they are scandalous and dangerous to the True Faith.  When we do 

violate this mandate we are certain to bring danger and mis-belief into our own lives.   

These so called believers are given to change in Christian beliefs; making changes to 

Christianity that better serves a culture, modernizing the Doctrines of God and His required 

practices.  They are none the less turned with every wind of doctrine, finding faith in teachers 

instead of the Teacher, Christ Jesus.  They are fickle and inconstant, carried about like leaves in 

the air on a windblown day.  The result being that they infect the true Body of Christ with 

“diverse and strange doctrines"; such as disagree with the perfections of God, the doctrines of 

Christ and his apostles, the Scriptures of truth, the authenticity of True faith and such an 

association will divert real believers away from the institutions (ministries) and appointments of 

Christ.  For this is the reason we are told NOT mix our loyalty and friendship to Christ with those 

of constant change.   

You can see from this one passage that those who dishonor God and the king (His established 

authority – Rom. 13), end up breeding in True believers distrust and broken loyalty to God and 

His leaders, resulting in an emergent wandering church.   

Do not associate with a man given to anger; or go with a hot-tempered man, or you will learn his 

ways and find a snare for yourself. Do not be among those who give pledges, among those who 

become guarantors for debts.  (Proverbs 22:24-26) 

Let’s face it; we tend to behave like the people we “hang out” with.  This is why parents are 

concerned about whom their children choose as friends and why we are mandated not to marry 

an unbeliever – unequally yoked.  The primary weaknesses and sins that the people we 

befriend will most likely become ours; if their angry, we become angry, if they make promises, 

we make promises and if they approve of debt – so will we.  The worst type of “flesh walker” we 

can hang with are those who slander leaders and Body members through gossip – for it is these 

type that will encourage you to curse your natural and/or spiritual father or mother.    

He who goes about as a slanderer reveals secrets, therefore do not associate with a gossip. He 

who curses his father or his mother, His lamp will go out in time of darkness.  (Proverbs 20:19-

20) 
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This is why I do not entrust valuable teachings and information to “disciples” who end up 

gossiping about me to others.  It is destructive to associate with a gossiper, or keep company 

with him, I have nothing to say to him or do with him.  My wife and I have learned that those who 

flatter us or sing high praises and exult us, tend to want something and work to see what they 

can get out of us, in order to expose us elsewhere.  This is why we are suspect of those who 

are comfortable with gossip and why me and my household are suspect of unproven 

relationships.  If they prove to be a “slanderer and gossip,” we follow the mandates of scripture 

and stay on our guard and at times avoid this “so called believer.”  (Rom. 16:18; Rev. 18:23) 

We need to think through the friendships that we do have and what is our basic motivation is for 

having those individuals in our lives.  Is it because they make us feel good?  Do they build us up 

in self-importance?  Does it feed our self-life?  The truth being said, most relationships we 

embrace do NOT advance the Life of Christ from within but rather take His place.  If that 

statement stung a bit, join the majority of the Body of Christ, take the conviction and begin 

making the appropriate changes.   

Our motives for friendships come to light when the friendship does not develop or continue as 

hoped for – my flesh has become an expert of such disappointment.  This kind of love is 

conditional, unfaithful and lacking in loyalty.    

A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.  (Proverbs 17:17) 

Once we discover the wonder and truth of thought and effort through Christ we are able to 

contribute to the lives of true friends, rather than drawing upon their lives for some self-life 

benefit – we then discover the reason for the God ordained friendships Christ gives us.   

For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died; 

and He died for all, so that they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who 

died and rose again on their behalf. Therefore from now on we recognize no one according to 

the flesh; even though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him in 

this way no longer. Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed 

away; behold, new things have come.  (2 Corinthians 5:14-17) 

Simple fact; Jesus Christ loves me unconditionally and that love controls me from being selfish 

in any kind of relationship.  Since He died for me, He expects me to lay down my life for each 

and every friend He puts in my path.  He requires of me to no longer live for myself but for Him – 

in order to reveal to my friends that He too died on their behalf.  The therefore here is that I am 

no longer to live for or even recognize anyone according to the flesh (what I can get from them).  

True friendship is giving away the life of Christ and that kind of friendship is eternal and life 

giving and our social life must match these objectives or else I am acting as an unbeliever. 

Repentance is in order if conviction has been brought your way regarding selfishness in any 

friendship or social activity that is in contradiction of Christ in you.   

Questions to ask ourselves and those we disciple: 

1. What is the motive of each and every one of my friendships? 

2. What relationships do I have that breed disappointment? 

3. What conditional relationships are in my social life? 
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4. What relationships to I have that I draw from verses give to? 

5. What is the general tone of my friendships? 

6. Are there self-seeking attitudes in regard to my friends or acquaintances of which I need 

to repent of? 

KEY SCRIPTURES: 

It is always a good idea to wash with the Word after processing questions like the above.  Here 

are a few that may assist in this washing process: Romans 8:12-13, Rom. 14:7-8, 2 Cor. 5:14-

16, Eph. 4:28-32, 1 John 3:17-18, & 1 John 4:7-8.  

Discipleship Points: 

When discipling others we should consider the following ideas: 

1. Is the person(s) you are discipling a “so called believer” or the real deal? 

2. Gather data on their relationships and why they have them. 

3. Detail, or outline, their social life (friends, activities and beliefs). 

4. Note the number of short-term relationships and why they ended. 

5. Watch for bitterness and resentments in the relationships and who they are bitter toward 

– for this may reveal items and individuals they may need to reconcile. 

6. List out the ways the disciple attempts to control these relationships. 

7. Make a list of what they need to bring before the Lord in repentance. 

8. Pray with them regarding this list. 

9. Set up homework – who they need to go and reconcile with. 

10. Make sure you apply who they are in Christ after this lesson. 
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