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The Promise of Life 

by David McCarthy 

Paul’s apostleship was God’s idea. There were false apostles; men who were looking for the 

limelight, who wanted the prestige and the assumed power that came with being an apostle. 

Paul had no interest in any of that. His first apostolic journey came about when the Holy Spirit 

spoke to the leaders of the church in Antioch and asked them to separate Paul and Barnabas 

for the work He had called them to do. They both obeyed and went out. It was a difficult life; it 

certainly wasn’t the glamorous affair many of his generation may have imagined.  

Paul clearly saw this as God’s choice and will for him. Paul didn’t decide one day he wanted to 

be an apostle—going off to apostle school, getting a certificate, and then launching out on his 

own. It was all God’s choice and with it came God’s equipping. Most of us want to know the will 

of God, and generally wonder if we are currently in it. But there is one thing more important than 

knowing the will of God—living it. And we can live it even when we aren’t certain what it is!  

The real secret to finding God’s will is seeking the Lord, Himself; not what He gives, not some 

ministry we can do for Him. Just seek His Person. If we make knowing Him our priority, we will 

most likely find ourselves in His will. We may make wrong choices along the way, but through it 

all He can lead us into the purpose for our life. The Lord promises that if we seek Him with our 

whole heart we will find Him (Deut. 4:29). And wherever we find Him, we will discover we are in 

the center of His perfect will. This takes all the stress out of finding God’s will. 

But also notice that Paul said he was in the will of God, according to the promise of life that is in 

Christ Jesus. This is where the will of God gets worked out—by the promise of life. With any 

divine requirement, there is the need for the wherewithal to carry it out. Stated simply; we need 

the right kind of life to do God’s will. Paul realized God not only willed that he would be an 

apostle, but He promised to supply the life needed to live as an apostle. Even if we decided we 

wanted to be an apostle, without God providing the life that can live that way, it would be a 

pointless endeavor. All the false apostles of Paul’s days lacked both God’s calling and a true 

apostolic life. In contrast, God promises to give us the life we need to fulfill His will, whatever His 

will might be. 

Some aspects of God’s will are clear enough. Are you a mother or father? It’s God’s will that you 

be a true parent to your children—regardless if you became one “by mistake.” Do you realize He 

has promised to give you the life needed to be the best possible parent? You can study and be 

mentored—and that can be very helpful—but you still need the right kind of life. God has 

promised to give it to you. Has God called you to drive a truck, or work as a tradesman, or enter 
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some profession? The world has its way of reaching success in any occupation. God also has 

His. And whatever He has called you to do, He has promised to give you the life to do it.  

I am a professional engineer. Earlier in my career, I was thrust into a situation that was over my 

head. I told the Lord this wasn’t realistic, I just couldn’t do the work. I wanted to quit and find 

something else to do because the stress was getting to me. In most cases, I would never advise 

trying to do something we are not humanly equipped to do. For instance, I wasn’t trying to be a 

physician or an attorney—having no training at all in either profession. I had training in 

engineering; I was just over my head. But in this case, God reminded me that He had gotten me 

the job (which I had to admit was true) and clearly told me to trust Him—this was His will for me 

and He would see me through. So I stayed at that job. Each morning, I spent my commute into 

work praying about what was ahead and “reminding” the Lord that I didn’t know what I was 

doing and needed Him to get me through that day. And He did; every single day. That job 

became one of the great experiences of my life. He gave me wisdom and knowledge to succeed 

there—but mainly, He gave me the life to live effectively in that situation. Just recently, He thrust 

me into another environment, which is also over my head. It’s as if I’m starting my career all 

over again. But once again, He has assured me this is His will and that I’m to trust Him to get 

me through. The work of faith is to look to the Lord for the life we need to perform His will. God’s 

calling may require some practical training, which is often the case. But it also needs His life. If 

we are to do God’s work in God’s way, we need His direct instruction to us, as well as His life.  

Christ is our life (Col. 3:4) and His life is sufficient for every situation. Let faith reach out and 

take His life for whatever is before us.  
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