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RIGHTEOUSNESS 
VS. SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS

True righteousness can only be found in the One who 
is Righteous – Jesus Christ.  Once a convert receives 
Christ into their lives, they become the 
Righteousness of Christ (2 Cor. 5:21).  Self-
righteousness is a fleshly and ungodly form of 
humans mustering up their own rightness before 
God and man (Rom. 10:3). 
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Reacting to rejection, persecution, and 
distress has become the “norm” for believers, 
but not necessary.

• This is a picture of a believer NOT being 
aware of their identity in Christ –
reactions confirm this.

• As this person moves along in life 
“something happens” to cause pain.

• When the circumstances are seen as 
rejective, this person explodes with a 
reaction after the flesh.

• This person is living by circumstances, 
NOT by releasing the Life of Christ from 
within.

• Due to a lack of awareness of their 
identity in Christ, the person’s heart 
condition remains unchanged.  Without 
embracing the Life of Christ from within, 
choices of a Godly response won’t be 
made. 

• The believer has a guarantee: Christ 
will NOT react in them – for He knows 
who He is.

• Continued choices of reacting will 
produce unforgiveness, grudge bearing, 
detachment, acts of revenge, pride –
resulting in fake Christianity.
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Indwelt Christians do have the ability to make 
choices after the flesh and present themselves 
as an unbeliever.

• This diagram is based on Rom. 8:6: “For 
the mind set on the flesh is death, but the 
mind set on the Spirit is life and peace.”

• Satan, the “wannabe” ruler of this world, 
wants to set our minds on the believer’s 
flesh, by stirring up sin that is in us that is 
NOT us (Rom. 7:17).  The mind of Christ is 
not consulted in this decision.

• Initially, Satan’s appeal is made through 
the 5 senses of the human design. This is 
in order to get at the sin that is in us, 
moving the person to a decision through 
fleshly stimuli.  

• This form of deception causes us to 
dismiss what we know (as a believer) to 
be True, for the purpose of the choice to 
follow the sin desire in our mortal bodies.  

• Continuing to make wrong choices is like 
adding weight on one side of the teeter-
totter.  If this continues, a stronghold can 
form.
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Conflict, rejection, and persecution is to be 
expected by all believers – but they don’t 
have to “react.”

• When unpleasant incidents occur, we 
do not have to REACT after the flesh, 
but can RESPOND by allowing Christ to 
manifest through us, as believers.

• Notice the importance of Truth applied. 
Only after Truth is applied can right 
choices be made to walk in and after 
the Spirit.  

• Repentance, extending and seeking 
forgiveness, restitution, unity, and 
restoration are impossible without 
applied Truth and identity appropriation 
in Christ.  

• When the Truth of our identity in Christ 
is in place prior to an incident, the 
believer is free to respond in and 
through Christ by way of the Holy Spirit. 

• Choice #1: reveals the Truth being 
applied late, but still in time for fruit of 
Spirit

• Choice #2: reveals Truth being applied 
during the incident, which immediately 
releases the Spirit to do the responding 
through the believer.   Workbook: Page 109



As is the case with many exchanged life workers, 
the discipler will find this diagram to be key.

• God wants His Son in the Bride to 
influence the believer’s decisions through 
His indwelling Spirit bearing witness with 
God’s Truth.

• Jesus said we should live by the Word of 
God and His Word lives in us in the 
personhood of Christ.  Therefore, in having 
the mind of Christ, we have the fullness of 
the Word in Life form by way of the Holy 
Spirit (Matt. 4:4).  

• Since we have the Word living in us, when 
the Word is used externally – it bears 
witness with itself and provides 
confirmation to the believer.  

• Right choices are made by hearing God’s 
Word internally (Life of Christ) and 
externally (written Word), rather than by 
what we see or feel.

• Because we are IN Christ and Christ is IN 
us, we are able to hear and understand the 
Word as a single interpretation – that of 
the mind of Christ. 

• The more choices we make by listening to 
Christ from within, the more eternal weight 
of glory is stored up for the believer (2 Cor. 
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Nothing can be done or accepted by the 
Heavenly Father unless it is DONE by faith.

• Faith is a choice based on what God says.

• True faith is put in us upon Salvation 
through Christ and the life the believer 
lives is to be according to the faith Christ 
has in us (Gal. 2:20b).

• Christ is the only being that can please 
the Father.  Therefore, it would behoove 
the believer to release the mind and Life 
of Christ within, to do the actions of faith 
by making use of their mind, will, 
emotions, and body.

• Feelings only join Truth when Truth is 
applied in the mind.  Feelings don’t 
change Truth, nothing can – not even 
Christ (not to say that He would).

• Conclusion: True FAITH is the process of 
bringing what is in the unseen world of 
Christ into the seeing world of man 
through Christ as Life living.

• Daily manifestations and experiences of 
the Lord’s joy, peace, and contentment 
will be evidence of choosing to walk in 
and after the Sprit.  
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Righteousness is an indwelt believer’s expression, function, and 

lifestyle of releasing the Life of Christ from within. Once a born-

again believer begins to appropriate their position in Christ, their 

condition is soon to change, simply by watching the evidence of His 

Life being manifested through their mind, will, and emotions. This 

means that when life’s circumstances are put before him, he can 

choose to release the Life of Christ to do the doing through him. 

This is a perfect setup for learning how to extend forgiveness to 

others (2 Corinthians 5:21).
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