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JOB’S THIRD POINT, THE SERMON ON THE ASHES – Chapter 14 

By Stephen Phinney 

 

"Man, who is born of woman, is short-lived and full of turmoil. Like a flower he comes forth and withers. 

He also flees like a shadow and does not remain. You also open Your eyes on him and bring him into 

judgment with Yourself. Who can make the clean out of the unclean? No one! Since his days are 

determined, the number of his months is with You; and his limits You have set so that he cannot pass. 

Turn Your gaze from him that he may rest, Until he fulfills his day like a hired man” (Job 14:1-6, NASB). 

 

Job is stating the clear and present dangers of a man who does not understand the frailty of his 

existence.  He is reminding his “friends” of the elements of God’s Creation: man being born of woman, 

man having a relatively short life, and no human having the ability to clean the ways of this man.  He 

acknowledges that man’s days are numbered, as he stated in the first chapter. Man is limited according 

to the will of God.  His next profession is one of the most profound, at least for me.  He says that a man 

is to remain “until he fulfills the day like a hired man.”  This claim is at the root of Job’s message from 

God. I don’t think, and I mean think, Job experientially understands what he just said.  He will soon 

understand this, for there is evidence of it later on.  God is not finished with Job and his autumn 

experience is only for a season – spring is just around the corner. 

 

"For there is hope for a tree, when it is cut down, that it will sprout again, and its shoots will not fail. 

Though its roots grow old in the ground and its stump dies in the dry soil, at the scent of water it will 

flourish and put forth sprigs like a plant” (Job 14:7-9, NASB). 

 

In continuing his message, he makes a healthy comparison of a tree that gets cut off at its base.  He 

recalls how it WILL sprout again and its new life will NOT fail coming forth.  He sees a powerful principle 

here regarding the importance of a strong and healthy root system, and how this aged root system 

sustains itself in dry times. But once it comes in contact with living water, it WILL flourish and put forth 

another season of real life.   

 

Maybe he should have stopped when he was ahead, but he didn’t.  Job attempts to make a comparison 

of this tree to that of man, but strays from the purity of the illustration God gave him.  Read to this: 
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"But man dies and lies prostrate. Man expires, and where is he? As water evaporates from the sea, and 

a river becomes parched and dried up, so man lies down and does not rise. Until the heavens are no 

longer, He will not awake nor be aroused out of his sleep” (Job 14:10-12, NASB). 

 

Has Job lost his perspective?  Is he slipping back into the sorrows of man or is he beginning to see the 

relevance of the illustration?  He is doing an awesome job of communicating the condition of a man who 

knows NOT God.  He is also striking the cords of doctrine of what happens after a man dies in the Old 

Testament – for the righteous man is held in a paradise until the day when Jesus comes to gather up the 

Saints of old.  Is this what Job is communicating?  We are about to see. 

 

"Oh that You would hide me in Sheol, that You would conceal me until Your wrath returns to You, that 

You would set a limit for me and remember me! If a man dies, will he live again? All the days of my 

struggle I will wait until my change comes” (Job 14:13-14, NASB). 

 

In this passage, Job is clearly wondering if God will keep him in the Old Testament hell until Judgment 

Day.  It sounds like he is assuming he will have to deal with the wrath of God someday.  He is asking the 

obvious question of: Will I live again?  But, in the same breath, he says he will wait until his life change 

comes.  This leaves us with the real truth - Job is clear about what is happening to him.  He does believe 

in the tree illustration and is expecting new life to spring forth from his dead externals.   

 

"You will call, and I will answer You; You will long for the work of Your hands. For now You number my 

steps, You do not observe my sin. My transgression is sealed up in a bag, And You wrap up my iniquity. 

But the falling mountain crumbles away, and the rock moves from its place; Water wears away stones, 

Its torrents wash away the dust of the earth; so You destroy man's hope. You forever overpower him 

and he departs; You change his appearance and send him away. His sons achieve honor, but he does not 

know it; Or they become insignificant, but he does not perceive it. But his body pains him, And he 

mourns only for himself" (Job 14:15-22, NASB). 

 

He knows that when the day comes for God’s call, he will answer Him.  Job sees that he is the work of 

God’s Hands and that his steps are planned.  But he just can’t figure out why God is not observing his 

sin. Therefore, Job’s conclusion is that God is sealing his sins in some Heavenly storage container.  His 

curiosity is getting to him.  He sees the externals (mountains) of his life crumbling in around him and his 

foundation shifting.  He just doesn’t understand why God will not restore his hope.  Job’s final point is 

probably the most important.  He reveals his deep respect of God’s infinite ability to overpower men 

and leave them in their ashes until His sons (Could this be Jesus, the Son?) achieve honor – without even 

knowing it.  He joins God in His perspective that man is insignificant in His eyes; but yet few men are 

able to perceive this.  My favorite line in his entire Sermon on the Ashes is this: “But his body pains him, 

And he mourns only for himself”.  What a true and honorable conclusion.  Our permissible suffocation is 

for our own mourning of ourselves.  This is why we humans make it all about us when we are called by 

God to endure various trials and persecutions.  Yes – mourning is very important after death.  The 

question here is: What died?  We did!  This one-liner is to be so significant to us Christians that it 

provokes the core message of the New Testament – that of not I but Christ.   
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"For if I rebuild what I have once destroyed, I prove myself to be a transgressor. For through the Law I 

died to the Law, so that I might live to God. I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who 

live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who 

loved me and gave Himself up for me. I do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness comes 

through the Law, then Christ died needlessly"  (Gal 2:18-21, NASB). 

 

Paul shares one of the most profound Truths of the New Testament through this passage.  If we attempt 

to rebuild what God has worked so diligently to destroy in our lives, we prove ourselves to be sinners 

(unsaved).  God established the Law to kill us and destroy our works of self-effort.  He did this in order 

for us to allow Christ to live His life in and through us – and for God to be the One who lives, not us.  

How does God accomplish such a miracle?  He crucifies (kills) us, our old nature, on the Cross with His 

Son, for the sole purpose of saying: “and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me.”  We have 

sinful, earthen, fleshly bodies; but from this day forward, true indwelt Christians are to live by faith in 

the One we died with. This was the greatest act of love God the Father had ever shown us.  If we don’t 

believe this profound Truth, Christ’s death actually becomes fruitless. 

 

Am I to mourn the death of my old tree (nature)?  That would be an affirmative yes!  The working out of 

our Salvation is this process.  We are consistently asked by God to deny ourselves and follow Christ.  This 

is impossible unless Christ does the living through us.  I challenge you to mourn over the death of your 

old tree and return to the Truth as quickly as possible.  Suffer the burial of your old nature.  Put it behind 

you, so Christ can be about the Father’s business through you. 

 

Is this a prophetic parallel of Job’s conclusion?  I certainly hope so. 

 

It would be so nice if Job and his “friends” got this message and called it a day, but they don’t.  Eliphaz 

kicks Job in the teeth one more time with his worldly psychobabble.  Yes, more of the same; but with a 

kick that would shatter the foundation of most men.   

 

 

 

 
This article has been taken from “Permissible Suffocation” by Stephen Phinney.  Due to this article being under editorial review, we cannot 

grant permission to reproduce.  Please feel free to forward as needed. 
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