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# 34 Victory for the Psychological Area of Life 

By Dr. Stephen R. Phinney 
 
One of the greatest deceptions in Christendom is assuming that our own thoughts are, or can 
be, the thoughts of the Lord.  Truth being said, this vain philosophy will never “fly” in the 
Kingdom of Heaven.  God clearly keeps the two separate and for good reason.  In fact, this is 
the reason He puts the mind of Christ in us (Phil. 2:2).   
 
"For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways," declares the LORD” 
(Isaiah 55:8). 
 
Christians learning to think can be the gravest skill known to the indwelling life of Christ.  Our 
church today places such an emphasis on “thinking for oneself,” that it oftentimes hinders 
Christians from hearing the mind of Christ within. This is why we are called to live life as simply 
as a child – accepting the things of God without much thought.  Since our thoughts are not 
God’s thoughts and our ways are NOT God’s ways, we walk a dangerous line of suppressing 
the Holy Spirit within us.   
 
The lie: Thinking for oneself is a believer’s right and prerogative. But humanity (“the world”) has 
come to admire and lift “Christian thinkers” above the mind of Christ within the believer, by 
exalting such “thinkers.”  This is where we get the mandate of education and degrees for 
Christians before they enter Christian service.  If I recall from my biblical studies, there are no 
testimonies of Christ or His disciples sending anyone to school once converted.  Do you know of 
such a passage?  Christ did, however, call upon degreed and educated men to Salvation and 
then worked to “dumb them down” before releasing them to minister to others. Paul was a 
classic example of this: 
 
“And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom, 
proclaiming to you the testimony of God. For I determined to know nothing among you except 
Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling, 
and my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith would not rest on the wisdom of men, 
but on the power of God. Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are mature; a wisdom, 
however, not of this age nor of the rulers of this age, who are passing away; but we speak 
God's wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God predestined before the ages to our 
glory; the wisdom which none of the rulers of this age has understood; for if they had 
understood it they would not have crucified the Lord of glory” (1 Corinthians 2:1-8).     
 
Paul was called the “Chief Pharisee” before he had his pride knocked out from under him during 
Salvation.  He was in the ranks of being one of the most educated men on the face of the earth.  
Once Paul was saved, the Lord began peeling away the thinking of man and reduced him to be 
able to say, “I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom” (vs. 1). Excuse me?  Paul 
was one of the best communicators of his day, at least before he was converted.  So what is 
going on with this dumbed down version of the chief communicator?  He was reduced to two 
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main thoughts of God: knowing Jesus Christ and knowing Him, crucified (vs. 2). Pretty 
simpleminded, if you ask me.  He goes on to say, “I was with you in weakness and in fear and in 
much trembling” (vs. 3). Paul – Mr. Chief Pharisee?  The fact is God had reduced him down to a 
pile of weaknesses, fear, and trembling.   
 
I am fairly certain Paul would not be chosen, in our post-modern culture, as one of the 
most called upon teachers!   
 
He wouldn’t be given a television show, a radio broadcast, or a tour of conferences.  He 
probably would be considered a weak speaker who trips over his own words – he even admits 
this himself. “My message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom” (vs. 4).  
What he does confess is how and why he was known for his profound impact on the spiritual 
world. He says this, “But in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith would not 
rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God” (vs. 4b-5).  Paul’s ministry was not built 
upon the teachings and educational thoughts of man. What he did share, in his demonstrations 
of ministry, was the inward power and mind of Christ.  Paul’s victory, in thought, was not due to 
being educated, but by speaking “wisdom among those who are mature; a wisdom, however, 
not of this age nor of the rulers of this age, who are passing away; but we speak God’s wisdom 
(mind) in a mystery (Christ in you), the hidden wisdom (mind of Christ) which God predestined 
before the ages to our glory” (vs. 6-7, parentheses for clarity).  Paul is the man God chose to 
help us understand this mystery of Christ within. 
 
“For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the 
depths of God. For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man 
which is in him? Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God” (1 Cor. 
2:10-11).   
 
I believe the greatest mystery of Christ as Life discipleship is in this passage!  For it truly is God 
through Christ, by representation of the Holy Spirit, who reveals the real heart issues of “them” – 
the disciples.  This is one truth that places us in and requires us to be in a resting position, in 
order to release this mystery when discipling others.  If the Spirit within us truly does search all 
things, including the heart of God, how can a worker of the Cross dare to use any human 
technique to know the thoughts of a man?  In doing so, we are denying the way of the Cross – 
Christ within.  The Father placed His Son in the believer for good reason - to do the work and 
labor of transformation, that we might rest from our efforts and works in attempting to help a 
hurting soul.  Plus, when we release Him from within to do the discipling, we are releasing Christ 
to glorify His Father.  
 
“Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we 
may know the things freely given to us by God, which things we also speak, not in words taught 
by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual 
words” (1 Corinthians 2:12-13). 
 
Paul is clearly teaching us here that as indwelt disciplers, we are not given a spirit of the world 
nor its methods and teachings. But rather, we are given the Spirit of the Living God, so we can 
know the things freely given to us about those whom we disciple through the teachings of the 
Spirit from within, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.  Spiritual thoughts and 
words, which come from the mind of Christ, are sure to impact the souls to whom we are called 
to minister.  Whereas, by making use of words and methods taught to us by human wisdom 
through human institutions, we will only produce more death in those to whom we are serving.   
   
“But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to 
him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised. But he who is 
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spiritual appraises all things, yet he himself is appraised by no one. For WHO HAS KNOWN 
THE MIND OF THE LORD, THAT HE WILL INSTRUCT HIM? But we have the mind of Christ” 
(1 Corinthians 2:14-16). 
 
This is the problem:  I estimate that 90% of the readers have no understanding of what I just 
wrote, nor do they have any experiential knowledge of such wisdom.  Any natural (unsaved) 
discipler who thinks he is a “Christian” because he believes all the right things will never “get it” 
and probably considers this topic foolishness.  Being spiritually appraised is being void of the 
indwelling life of Christ, which makes this person void of the mind of Christ.  This kind of 
“Christian” helper has no other alternative but to go and educate himself with degrees of 
ministry, study the lives of those who do understand Christ within, and then parrot the truths of 
such practicing indwelt believers.  This is the saddest state of a discipler.   
 
True born-again and indwelt believers have been given the blessing to know the mind of the 
Lord, by releasing the mind of Christ in each and every ministry session.  If the self-proclaimed 
“Christian” is not truly born-again and indwelt by the living Spirit of God, he can forget about 
being a discipler who brings transformation to those to whom he is ministering. It is that simple! 
True VICTORY only comes by the Spirit searching the hearts of those to whom we are reaching 
out, pouring the found data into our minds, and then speaking spiritual words (His words) which 
will bring lasting change.  If God can speak one word and have the earth come into existence – I 
guarantee you that one spoken word out of a discipler’s mouth can and will bring change to a 
simpleminded human.   
 
Questions to ask ourselves and to those whom we disciple: 

 Is the subject of my thoughts something representing the reality of Christ’s mind, as 
opposed to deception and wisdom of man? 

 Do my thoughts dwell on things earthly, worldly, or even demonic?  

 Am I entertaining ideas that can be judged to be righteous concepts and pursuits, or 
mysteries which come from Christ’s mind internally? 

 Are my thoughts centered upon releasing the mind of Christ or studying things of God to 
release truths about Christ? 

 Are your thoughts filled with saying the right things versus allowing Christ to give you 
spiritual thoughts that will become righteous words? 

 How would you characterize your thought life?   

 What does possessing “the mind of Christ” mean to you?  
 
KEY SCRIPTURES: 
It is always a good idea to wash with the Word after processing questions like those above.  
Here are a few that may assist in this washing process: Joshua 1:8; Psalm 1:1-3; 63:6-7; 
119:15, 148; Proverbs 3:5-6; 16:3; Romans 7:25; 8:6-7; 14:14, 1 Cor. 14:20; 2 Cor. 10:4-5; 
Philippians 4:8;  and Colossians 3:2.  
 
Discipleship Points: 
When discipling others, we should consider the following ideas: 

 Gather data about the issues seeming to block victory in Christ. 

 Find out what factors in the disciple’s background have contributed to self-life thinking 
versus through the mind of Christ.   

 Drugs strongly affect the thinking of humans. Find out all drug and alcohol-related habits 
– past and present.  

 Explore periods of incidents of stealing, deception, dishonesty, or manipulation - past 
and present. These will possibly manifest themselves in calloused thinking. 
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 Remember to include obsessions with food – eating disorders have a major impact on 
the way people think. 

 Another primary obsession that controls thinking is sexual fantasies and/or pornography 
attachments. Remember to ask if he or she is (or was) involved with a physical, sexual 
relationship outside of their spouse – If not married, ask about any same sex or opposite 
sex involvements.   

 List the fears that may be keeping the person bound. Fears are used by the enemy to 
paralyze human thinking. 

 Research their mode of operation in thinking. Is the disciple highly emotional, detached, 
or too much of a logical thinker? 

 Ensure to explore ways the disciple must have control over their relationships and 
environment. 
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