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IDENTIFICATION

This is one of the most commonly accept terms used 
to describe the exchanged life.  Since behavior comes 
from identity, what one believes to be their identity 
(Christ or self) makes a significant impact on daily 
living.  It is of utmost importance that the indwelt 
believer places their identity in the message of 
identification with Christ in His death, burial, 
resurrection, and ascension.
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An unsaved person is in the flesh, walks after 
their flesh, and has their identity as flesh.

• Every person IS a spirit (identity), HAS a 
soul, and purpose LIVES in a body.

• Meaning and of life flow from our 
identity.

• God desires believers experience 
fullness of life, as we choose to seek 
meaning and purpose from Him.  This 
cannot be done until we accept Christ.

• This diagram depicts an unsaved 
person. He is dead to God; has a 
darkened mind, enslaved will, and 
damaged emotions; and has a body 
forced to submit to the Adamic nature –
the reflection of Satan.

• People tend to emphasize the area of 
their lives they think is their primary 
identity, i.e. how they look.

• The unsaved spirit is the Adamic 
nature. It burdens the mind with fleshly 
thoughts, forming  an enslaved will. This 
results in damaged emotions dumping 
into the body as selfish behavior.
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Being in and born into Adam is the reason the 
unsaved go directly to Hell.

• Due to Adam’s sin choice, sin entered 
the world and then spread to all men 
through the seed of Adam.

• Sin travels through man’s seed. This is 
how Adam’s nature entered into 
mankind and thus, our identity became 
sin.

• Being IN Adam means we received 
Adam’s spiritual death, his nature to sin, 
and inherited the title of “sinner.”

• By birth, we are related spiritually and 
physically to Adam.  Thus, we are under 
the sentence of death, both spiritually 
and physically – resulting in punishment 
in Hell.

• The horizontal line is the Life of Christ –
eternal Life.  

Discipler: It is imperative to make sure your 
disciple understands that all go to Hell, unless 
Christ indwells them through Salvation – no 
exceptions!
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One of the most prevalent demonic beliefs 
in the church today is “choosing Christ.”  
Jesus said, “You did not choose Me but 
rather I choose you”  (John 15:16, emphasis 
added).

• It needs to be clear in discipleship and 
leading people to Christ that Jesus 
does the choosing. Most are shocked 
by this Truth.

• Once He chooses us, we are 
“transferred” and placed into Christ’s 
Life – Eternal Life.

• Christ is the same yesterday, today, 
and forever (Heb. 13:8), so we are 
given a new past, present, and future.  
We become blameless as our old 
history was erased, we have a new 
view on today, and a fresh future 
offering us the same rewards offered 
Christ in Heaven.  

• Because we are given Christ’s past, it 
gives us the reality that we have been 
crucified , buried, raised and, seated 
with Him in Heaven (Rom. 6:1-6; Gal. 
2:20).

Discipler: It is imperative to make sure your 
disciple understands that all those who have 
the indwelling Life of Christ go to Heaven.
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Knowing the difference between condition
and position is pivotal for the believer.

• If the believer questions their death 
with Christ, they WILL question their 
burial, resurrection, accession, and 
certainly, their new position of being IN 
Heaven seated at the right hand of God.

• The only things we carry away from our 
Adamic linage are our mind, will, 
emotions, and body.  It sounds like a lot, 
but it isn’t.  Since life comes from the 
spiritual condition of the man, having 
the nature and Life of Christ as our spirit 
gives us new past, present, future, and 
identity.

• False teachings tell us that Eternal life 
starts for the convert at the day of our 
Salvation.  Truth being said, the 
moment we are placed in Christ at 
Salvation, we inherit all of Christ’s 
Eternal Life – forever, in the past and
forever, in the future.

• There are three worldviews for the 
believer: hanging on the cross (poor 
me), sitting in the tomb (darkness and 
despair), or seated at the right hand of 
God (looking down on earthly things).Workbook: Page 98



Christ as Life is the clearest and most 
important doctrine for the Bride of Christ to 
embrace.

• First, note that Christ lives in the center 
of the believer’s life, but only works 
through the Spirit to renew the mind.  

• Also note what Eph. 1:13 says: “In Him, 
you also, after listening to the message 
of truth, the gospel of your salvation--
having also believed, you were sealed in 
Him with the Holy Spirit of promise.”

• From this passage, we are certain what 
happens after listening to the message 
of Truth (the gospel of our Salvation) -
the believer becomes sealed.  It would 
take a being larger than God to break 
that seal – this is why Salvation is secure.

• Once Christ’s mind is released in the 
believer, their mind becomes renewed. 
The mind always demands for the will to 
take action. Once a choice of belief is 
made, emotions are given by God to 
validate belief.

• Since emotions are hormones and 
hormones are of and in the body –
behavior is formed.  
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A friend once told me that 90% of the self-
proclaimed Christians in the world do NOT 
have Christ in them.

• Notice that Christ is still at the center of the 
selfish believer’s life.  False teachings reveal 
that Christ jumps on and off the “throne” at 
the command of human choice.  This is NOT 
the design of Christ.  He will not submit to 
man’s self-rule, nor adjust His Father’s 
doctrines for our morbid thinking.  Christ is 
on the throne and He will never step off –
not even for His Bride.

• In knowing this, the focus now is on the 
“hand” between the soul and the spirit.  The 
hand is symbolic for  strongholds & 
speculations that rise up against the 
knowledge of Christ (2 Cor. 10:5).”  It is 
these speculations (human reasoning) that 
block the flow of Christ in us.

• Once this flow is blocked, the human mind 
reverts back to its own speculations as 
truth, logic, and perceptions.  Remember, 
the WILL and EMOTIONS will flow 
obediently and selfish behavior will become 
the norm of the day. 

• While all this is going on, Satan is tempting 
through sin in the body to confirm his will 
through emotions/passions.  
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Just about every indwelt Christian you ask this 
question: “Would you rather have living death 
or abundant living” and they would choose 
abundant living, while they go on choosing 
living death.

• Notice the difference between the spirit, 
soul, and body of the one walking after 
the flesh and the free flow of Truth in the 
one walking and IN the Spirit.

• Walking after the flesh is choosing to 
believe that our thoughts, feelings, and 
appearance define who we are. 

• Walking after and IN the Spirit is 
choosing to believe God’s Word and 
allowing Christ to direct the believer in 
and through them by way of the soul and 
body.  

• Walking after the flesh results in a daily 
lifestyle of LIVING DEATH.

• Walking in and after the Spirit results in 
ABUNDANT LIVING.

• Believers are the literal temple of the 
Holy Spirit. This is why walking IN and 
after the Spirit is crucial.
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Identity Matters is an experiential embrace, and an understanding, of the 

believer’s identification with Christ in His death, burial, resurrection, and 

ascension - in daily living.  This is what we call the Exchanged Life.  When an 

individual has a born-again experience by faith, it means the Life of Christ 

comes and indwells the believer through the personhood of the Holy Spirit 

(the Spirit of Christ Jesus).  The reality of this transformation allows for a 

true exchange of our old nature, or Adamic history, for that of the Nature of 

God through Christ.  In knowing this, we become partakers of all that is true 

about Christ.   Now the believer is in a position to appropriate their true 

identity in Christ, and begin to live out the righteousness of Christ.

(Galatians 2:20)
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