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Preaching the Christ We Know 

By David McCarthy 

Since ancient times, religions have been built upon certain laws and principles that each see as 

necessary to be made right with God. Even Judaism seemed to have that structure. But when 

Jesus came, He ushered in a relationship with God based upon grace, not law keeping. He 

would take care of the problem of sin and give us a life able to live according to God’s own 

nature. It was absolutely radical. It still is. 

It was this message Paul preached to the people of Galatia, a region of the old Roman Empire. 

Many believed and then thrived in an atmosphere of grace. But eventually, some came 

declaring that what Paul had taught them was only partially true: to be saved, they also had to 

keep the Law of Moses. This might have been the Galatians response: “I knew what Paul taught 

us was just too good to be true. We should have known there was more to salvation than just 

Jesus' work on the cross. Every religion needs rules and regulations to work. Paul really had us 

going there for a while. Why didn’t he tell us the whole truth?”  

Too good to be true? How many of us still feel that way? We may not say it, but deep down 

many Christians think the grace message is too simplistic and therefore, put upon themselves 

rules of conduct they deem necessary to be good Christians. But experience tells us such rules 

don’t work. 

Hearing what had happened, Paul wrote the Galatians.  His letter demonstrates from Scripture, 

from logic, and from his own experience that grace alone is how the Christian life is lived. Paul 

began with grace and could only be perfected by it. Just as the Law couldn’t save us before we 

came to Christ, neither could it help us afterward. The Law was weak through the flesh (Rom. 

8:3) before we were saved and was just as weak after we believed into Christ. Throughout, the 

letter is a masterful defense of grace over the Law. 

At the outset, Paul emphasizes that his revelation of grace, of the exchange of our old life in 

Adam for Christ’s risen life, didn’t come through any man. In reading the book initially, one might 

wonder why Paul hits this point so strongly. “For I would have you know, brethren, that the 

gospel which was preached by me is not according to man.  For I neither received it from man, 

nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ” (Gal. 1:11-12). 

Religions are man-made, derived from human imagination. Even Judaism was hijacked by 

human reasoning and natural religious principles. The gospel is the antithesis of reason and 

requires direct, divine revelation. The vision must be in line with the God-given Scriptures, but 

only God Himself can reveal it to our hearts.  

Paul said he received his gospel not by a teaching about Jesus Christ, but by a revelation of 

Him. Then he explains how this realization came to him.  
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“But when God, who had set me apart even from my mother's womb and called me through His 

grace, was pleased to reveal His Son in me so that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I 

did not immediately consult with flesh and blood” (Gal. 1:15-16). 

God chose Paul, not the other way around. Grace and salvation must always be initiated by 

Him. We must respond; but God has to take the initiative, because we can’t.  Paul realized God 

had called him to preach by his experience of the Christ who lived within him. There are two 

primary ways to learn anything: by instruction and by experience. The latter is always more 

effective than the former. This is true in the natural world; it is more so in the spiritual. True 

spirituality only comes by experience, not by mere instruction. It is our experience of Christ that 

imparts to us His nature. While praying to His Father, Jesus said, “This is eternal life, that they 

may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent” (John 17:3).  Eternal 

life isn’t “knowing about” the Father and Son, but actually knowing them personally. That is life.  

The above verses declare that God revealed His Son within Paul, so he might preach Him to the 

world. Notice that Paul didn’t preach about Jesus, but preached Him--His very Person. He 

preached the Christ He had come to know by experience. How about us: are we sharing with 

the world a Christ we know from within and who is our life, or are we sharing philosophy, 

doctrine, or the memory of a Christ we once experienced? Doctrine and philosophy have their 

place, but what really changes people is an encounter with the Lord Himself. 

It has been said that the average Christian wins more people to the Lord during the first year or 

two following personal conversion than during the rest of his/her life. When we are first saved, 

we find ourselves in the middle of a dynamic, life-changing experience of the Lord Himself. We 

begin in a relationship with Him and know little of doctrine or religious principles. We are 

enthralled with this Person who has changed us. When we meet others, we excitedly tell them 

about the Jesus who lives in us. We don’t know many verses and may even say things 

incorrectly. What attracts others is our excitement, our joy, and the obvious change in our lives. 

This is what people want; this is what they are drawn to. They aren’t looking for a religion to 

follow—each is looking for a living God who can make him/her a new person. This is the hope 

they see reflected in young believers.  

As we grow older, Christians unwittingly slide into legalism—just as the Galatians did. Not only 

does it kill our personal life with the Lord, it also kills our testimony to the world. Eternal life is 

knowing the Lord Himself, not knowing the facts about Him. The world is looking for life, not a 

religious lifestyle. And we all know life when we see it. We also know when it’s absent. One of 

the reasons Paul’s gospel was so powerful was because he was preaching a Christ he had 

come to know firsthand, not a religious one.  

Paul once told the Corinthians, “My message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of 

wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith would not rest on the 

wisdom of men, but on the power of God” (1 Cor. 2:4-5). Paul was living out the Christ within 

Him; he was living by the power of the Holy Spirit. Paul’s preaching was a demonstration of that 

power, not mere words of human, spiritualized wisdom. That kind of preaching has impact. When 

we live Christ before others, their faith will tend to rest in the power of God they see in us. When 

we teach the wisdom of men, their faith becomes routed in philosophy and human effort. Which 

do you prefer? That’s what everyone else wants, too. 
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Let each of us step back and take inventory of our spiritual lives. Are we living by the Christ God 

reveals within us, or some religious pronouncement of Him? Living by the Christ within is what 

makes the Christian life work. And a Christian life that works is what the world is looking for.   
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