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Universalism | Loving People Into Hell 

 By Stephen R. Phinney 
As Reviewed and Referenced by the History Channel 
 
Revelation 3:14-22 
 
Universalism: A Demonic Movement Infiltrating The True Church  
 
"To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: The Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the 
Beginning of the creation of God, says this:  'I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor 
hot; I wish that you were cold or hot.  'So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I 
will spit you out of My mouth.  'Because you say, "I am rich, and have become wealthy, and 
have need of nothing," and you do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and 
blind and naked, I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that you may become rich, 
and white garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness will 
not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see.  'Those whom I love, I 
reprove and discipline; therefore be zealous and repent.   'Behold, I stand at the door and 
knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, 
and he with Me.  'He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I 
also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.  'He who has an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit says to the churches.' "  
  
Here is a quick review of the church of Laodicea – it is one of the seven churches mentioned 
in the book of Revelation.  This church reveals the details of the final state of apostasy.  
Laodicea was located about 40 or 50 miles east of the church of Ephesus until a Turkish leader 
in 1928 conducted the second largest genocide in world history, certainly the largest Christian 
genocide.  The cities name comes from the wife of Antiochus II (Laodice), the Syrian who ruled 
in the early days of the city in and around 261 BC.  Laodice was a “high maintenance” woman 
who wanted women to not only rule the community but the religious orders, particularly the 
Jews.  The town became a city and the city became known for their wealth and by 92 AD, the 
local Christian church began to be known for their integration of worldly ideas into the church 
and for female instruction (Nympha) over men.  In fact, by the time of John’s writing of 
Revelation, it became the most important and flourishing commercial city of Asia Minor.  
  
Laodicea had a small problem—earthquakes.  This area seems to be plagued with natural 
disasters.  Every time this great city began to enjoy their wealth, WHAM, another disaster.  By 
the time John began to write about this church, they had regained their glory and wealth lost 
during the great earthquake of 62 AD.  From all accounts in Revelation, this wealth greatly 
affected the condition of the church.  It appeared strange that their riches and sorrow where 
consistently in harmony with each other.  God said that the love of money is the root of all evil 
and that certainly was the case with Laodicea.  Very few rich people serve God and very few 
rich churches serve God.  Money is a compulsive substance that acts like a master all by itself.  
When Jesus said that it was easier for a camel to get through the eye of a needle than for a rich 
man to get into Heaven clearly communicates the problem with Laodicea.  We could actually re-
phrase the statement to be “It is easier for camel to go through the eye of a needle than it is for 
a rich church to get into Heaven.”  A fact that is difficult for us to understand is that riches and 
True Spirituality somehow do not mix.   



  
This church was known for their luxury, self-satisfaction, pride and worldly Christians.  Today, 
God has completely leveled the city, several times in fact.  Its wealth is no more, the people are 
scattered (but you will find them in the church down the street) and their splendor lies in a pile of 
dust.  Yes I’m afraid that the country that bears the aged old “check-list” of the symptoms of this 
church is the “great” country of United States of America, the land of the wealthiest “churches” 
in the world.   
  
The original church of Laodicea, like the Americans, clearly did not need God—why should 
they, they were able to buy anything and everything they needed.   Paul noted that they found 
glory in what they had and not in what they possessed in Christ Jesus.  For example; in 
America, there is a particular mega church that has such massive annual revenue that it equals 
the annual budgets of two-thirds of the world’s poverty stricken (Christian) churches.  Do you 
realize what I just stated?  Joel Olsten’s annual ministry salary (according to a documentary I 
viewed) could pay the salaries of 6,000 pastors in India for a period of one year.  Benny Hen 
spends more money on travels (limo’s, private jet etc.) in one year then most American pastors 
spend on their entire ministry for ten years (including their salaries)!  You get the point.  If I gave 
you a realistic figure on how wealthy the American church is – you would soon understand why I 
consider the American church the Church of Laodicea!            
  

The Emerging Church & Laodicea: 
 
The Laodiceian Emerging Church is not only rooted in the historical tracks of Laodicea, but the 
Emerging Church makes the claim that America is “this place” where Christ shall return.  As 
most of you “historians” know, David Austin (Thomas Jefferson’s pastor) was booted out of 
Washington DC because of announcing at a July 4th 1801 celebration that Washington DC was 
the “New Jerusalem” and the Masons were called by God to be builders of this new land and 
community in order to prepare for this Great Awakening!  After a riot broke out, Thomas 
Jefferson used his influence to quiet the people, and then told them, “this man is my pastor and 
I support these findings and revelations.”  Austin was still band from DC.  Soon after this blunder 
in history occurred, Jefferson began to cut and pasted the Word of God by removing all 
scriptures that were offensive or condemning – “eliminating the mysterious and miraculous.”  
This Bible is known to this day as the Jefferson Bible (1820) and later became the primary 
“bible” used in the Unitarian (Universalist) Church, which happens to be the “bible” that 
President Obama gave as a gift to each congressional member the first week of his presidency.  
Now how is that for a piece of history?  Hard to believe?  Drop in and visit the new museum in 
the basement of the U.S. Capitol and read it for yourself – I did.    
  
Personally, as a self-made historian, I believe the “Jefferson Era” was the foundational 
building blocks to the now so welcomed Emergent Church & the post-modern Universalist 
movement.  The Unitarian Church is difficult to tag because it is not an official temple but rather 
a group of believers spread out over many cults and Christian churches.   

Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, George Washington, as well as all other 32nd degree 
Masons, were Deist.  How do I know this?  In order to be of the order of the Masons (28th 
degree and above), you are required to be a Deist.  I will go into much more detail in later 
lessons, but the Mason (Masonic Temples) built their community of Deism as a religious and 
philosophical belief that a supreme God created the universe, and that this and other religious 
truth can be determined using reason and observation of the natural (science) world alone, 
without the need for faith.  Deists are what modernist call “humanist” – those who generally 



reject the notion of God becoming personally involved in human affairs - such as by miracles 
and personal contact from Christ, the Holy Spirit or God Himself. These views can be adopted 
into ones “Christian” beliefs.  Most, if not all, Deist are classically viewed as Christian (Christ 
follower) but their choice of doctrines are typically extracted from the intellectual aspects of the 
scriptures – NOT the indwelling Life of Christ.  This is why Thomas Jefferson, and every other 
Mason, can be known and claim the titles of “Christian” and Mason at the same time.  The very 
act of Jefferson cutting and pasting scriptures to match his morbid beliefs, demonstrates the 
exact method the Masons (past, present and future) use with their eclectic acceptance of all 
faiths.  Therefore the Universalist movement that we see today is right on target with what the 
early Masons had hoped.   

Deists typically reject most supernatural events (prophecy, miracles) and tend to assert that 
God (or "The Supreme Architect") has a plan for the universe that is not altered either by God 
intervening in the affairs of human life or by suspending the natural laws of the universe. What 
organized religions see as divine revelation and holy books, most deists see as interpretations 
made by other humans, rather than as authoritative sources.  This is why most of the top 
denominations today are questioning the Bible being the actual authoritive infallible Word(s) of 
God.  This was Jefferson’s hope & confession to Benjamin Franklin in private letters, which I 
had the privilege of reading for myself.   

Deism became prominent in the 17th and 18th centuries during the Age of Enlightenment, 
especially in the United Kingdom, France, United States and Ireland, mostly among those raised 
as Christians who found they could not believe in either a triune God, the divinity of Jesus, 
miracles, or the inerrancy of scriptures, but who did believe in one god. Initially it did not form 
any congregations, but in time deism strongly influenced other religious groups, such as 
Unitarianism and Universalism, which developed from it. It continues to this day in the form of 
classical deism and modern deism. 

Unitarianism is a theology that finds its roots back in the days of Martin Luther and the Great 
Reformation.  They believe in a single personality of God, in contrast to the doctrine of the 
Trinity (three persons in one God).  The followers claim that their post-modern Unitarian 
movement was based, and, according to “believers,” is the original form of Christianity. Unitarian 
Christians believe in the teachings of Jesus Christ, as found in the New Testament and other 
early Christian writings, and hold him up as a healthy prophet that gave an example for others to 
follow.  Adhering to this strict monotheism, they maintain that Jesus was not only a great man 
and prophet but perhaps even a supernatural being, but they are die-hards regarding Him not 
being God Himself.  Unitarians believe in the moral socialistic authority, but not necessarily the 
divinity, of Jesus. Their theology works best in a Socialistic Democracy – this became the 
birthing ground for socialistic democracy found on the internet today.  History has shown us the 
liberal church tends to grow the fastest in a Narcissistic type of environment – me centered and 
self-life rule.   

Some Christians hold a Unitarian theology in that they see God as a single person, and are 
thus antitrinitarian, but because they perceive Jesus to be God himself do not fall into the 
general theology discussed here, which sees Jesus as subordinate to God and a finite being. 
Instead see: Sabellianism, Oneness theology, Oneness Pentecostalism, Monarchianism, 
Binitarianism. 

Unitarians are the founders of Scientology, New Age, Wicca, Buddhism, Church of Christ, 
Congregational Churches, Masonic Temple Worship, Spiritualism/Spiritism, Nichiren Shoshu 
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Buddhism, Transcendental Meditation, Hare Krishna, Hinduism, Baha-I World Faith, Unity 
School of Christianity, Christian Science, Unification Church, Mormonism and Jehovah 
Witnesses.  These are just a few and do not include many Christian Denominations and 
movements.     

They believe that reason and belief are complementary and that religion and science can co-
exist and guide them in their understanding of nature and God. They also do not enforce belief 
in creeds or dogmatic formulas. Although there is flexibility in the nuances of belief or basic 
truths for the individual Unitarian Christian, general principles of faith have been recognized as a 
way to bind the group in some commonality. Adherents generally accept religious pluralism and 
find value in all teachings, but remain committed to their core belief in Christ's teachings. Liberal 
Unitarians value a secular society in which government stays out of religious affairs. 

This is the message being communicated here.  Christ would actually prefer this church to be 
one or the other.  Lukewarm is indifference!  They were without the Spirit of fire nor did they run 
around publicly following Satan.  They were just indifferent to the power and conviction of the 
Holy Spirit and the angel that was assigned to this group of “believers.”  
  
The Laodicea members were indecisive, spineless and not willing to take a stand for anything 
representative of Christ Himself.  They feared losing their wealth, reputations and possessions 
over the fear of God.  The SEVENTH church is in the worst condition of them all.  This church 
has the greatest impact on our churches today.  It is like a cancer that has a mission to steal, kill 
and destroy. 
  
Verse 17 shows us Christ primary concern; Because you say, ’I am rich, and have become 
wealthy, and have need of nothing.’ and you do not know that you are wretched and miserable 
and poor and blind and naked.  Wow!  Talk about reading the hearts of modern Americans.  
Because of their wealth—they needed nothing.  At least in their eyes.  Wealth has a way of 
covering our wretched and miserable condition.  It makes us feel good and look good but in the 
end, we are still blind and naked before the Lord.   
  
Many times I have questioned the Lord as to why He keeps most little ministries living hand 
to mouth.  After studying the historical elements of the church of Laodicea, I have no further 
questions regarding this issue.  Needs create dependency and dependency forms intimacy with 
a provider.  Christ is offering this challenge to all of us, not just this lukewarm church.  I have 
come to realize that whenever I am well content with my lack of need to depend on the Lord—I 
am lukewarm. 
  
 Verse 18 Christ offers this church some counsel—I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by 
fire, that you may become rich, and white garments that you may clothe yourself, and that the 
shame of your nakedness may not be revealed: and eye salve to anoint your eyes, that you may 
see.  The refined gold is the purification process of their souls, most likely persecution.  His offer 
of white garments can only be obtained through Salvation.  Therefore He is requiring of them to 
have a Born-again, indwelt, conversion through Him.  The white robe is offered to us because 
He dipped His robe in His own blood.  This is the One and only way they can cover their 
nakedness before God.  As for the eye salve—that would be the anointing oil of the Holy Spirit 
in touching their eyes, opening them to the Truth and healing them in order to see the truest 
things of God.  
  
Now comes the repentance part.  He said; Those whom I love I reprove and discipline; be 
zealous therefore, and repent.  Jesus is obviously communicating His great love for this church.  
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He wants them to be HOT for Him and the only way that this can occur is by the conditions He 
just established.  He warns them of the process—being disciplined.  He now sets them up for 
the way out. 
  
Verse 20:  Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, 
I will come in to him, and will dine with him, and he with Me.  This is the infamous verse of 
Salvation.  Used by Bridal members throughout all the generations since the day of John’s 
writings.  Jesus is unfolding His gracious offer.  He stands, He knocks and He waits.  If we do 
not open the door, we lose.  Jesus coming into us is our sealed hope of eternal life and 
blessings.  This church is being offered the most gracious act of all eternity.  Let’s hope they 
hear the knock, open the door and allow Him to come in and dine with them.  A message for all 
unbelievers living in the church, thinking they are saved, but not.  He even speaks of their 
reward; He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also 
overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.  We could easily paraphrase this as; if 
any of you overcomes this lukewarm state you are in and accepts Me as your Lord and Savior, I 
will give to you the right and privilege to sit with Me on My throne as my Beloved Bride.     
  
May we all have ears to hear this message.  Each and every believer suffers with moments, 
days, months or years of being lukewarm.  This is one message that we cannot pass off as 
being for “that lukewarm church in Revelation.”  We all need to be heated up!             
 
Feel free to dialog with me personally at: drphinney@iomamerica.org  
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