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#12 Permissible Suffocation, Worldly Counsel 
By Stephen Phinney 
 

In Job’s response to Zophar, he begins to unravel the worldly counsel of his 
“friends.”  Their opinions begin to fade into the shadows of Godly reason and 
wisdom.  He does what most true men of God do when enough is enough – 
he puts them in their place.  Here are the summary statements of his 
responses: 
 

 Since they are so wise, wisdom will die with them. 

 Job proclaims that he, too, has intelligence and reason. 

 He proclaims that he is NOT inferior to them. 

 He concludes that most know their level of wisdom. 

 Job acknowledges he is a “joke” to his “friends.” 

 He states that those who do not suffer hold calamity lightly. 

 He reveals that even violent men prosper. 

 Job tells them to go learn from the beast and birds; for they know more even than they 
(“the friends”). 

 He humbles them with their elementary counsel. 

 Again, he turns the attention toward the majestic ways of God. 

 He tells them God makes counselors walk barefooted and makes fools judges. 

 It is God who decides to loosen bonds. 

 He reveals God’s ability to: bind kings, humble priests, deprive the speech of the 
righteous, take away the discernment of elders, pour contempt on nobles, make strong 
men weak, reveal mysteries from dark places, and make nations great.  God then leads 
them away, deprives intelligence of those who think they are smart, and makes them 
wander in waste. 

 
We are seeing a glimmer of the Job that God knows.  Job is being sound, full of wisdom and power 
of the sovereign God he serves.  This is only the first point of his three point sermon.  There is more 
to come in chapters 13 and 14.  But in this passage, Job doesn’t complain or self-reflect. He is as 
levelheaded as he possibly could be at this point in his journey.  He delivers a clear message of 
God’s powerful management of children of men, counselors, kings, and nobles, as well as, His ability 
to overpower all of their oppositions.   
 
Job is finally preaching a good preach.  He recognizes that God, in His wisdom, knows how to make 
use of the foolish and their horrid persecutions.  He leaves his “friends” with a definite feeling that 
they, as disputants, are out of their league in attempting to understand the ways of God and the 
“why’s” for Job’s permissible suffocation.  In simple terms: he leveled the playing field.  These 
counselors are about to see that Job is above their elementary advice.  It is a brave thing to attempt 
to counsel someone who has a depth of wisdom, which shatters the reasoning of an average man.  
It will either silence their ignorance or toss them into the sea of foolishness.  We are about to see 
which direction these counselors take.    
 
I asked God the question of: “How do I reach such men of confusion?” One of my journal entries 
reveals some profound words of wisdom.  Here is what He said: 
 
“Now I call you to touch the hearts of my people in the same way.  With one hand, reach into their 
souls to pull out the sins that bind them, and with your other hand hold them with My tenderness and 
mercies.  I will deal with their sins, but I have called you as a prophet to the people, to call out their 
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sins.  Always remember to hold them, Stephen.  Just hold them.  Embrace them, but do not touch 
their sins.  Only I have the power to deal directly with their sins.  If you touch their sins, their sins will 
touch you.  This is the key truth you have been missing in the ministry that I have called you to.  You 
have been calling out their sins and attempting to deal with their sins.  This is My doing, Stephen!  
These are the vain philosophies that have bound your heart in ministry.  Forsake them, My child!  
Philosophies of men are doctrines of the devil.  Demons gather around philosophies.  When they 
hear them spoken – they run to them.  When you used these vain philosophies, you invited demons 
to oppress them.  Hear Me, My son!  Forsake the vain philosophies of the world!  Forsake them, I 
say!” 
 
As you can tell, I use to be in the habit of using worldly philosophies with the Holy Scriptures.  Not 
wise!  Since I had the nasty habit of relying on the fame and intelligence of others, I would attempt to 
find earthly ways to help them rid themselves of their maladies. For years, I wasn’t sure how to reach 
intelligible “friends” like those of Job. So, I asked:  
 
“Your lack of knowledge throughout the days of your life has been the reason you have been hungry 
for knowledge as an adult.  Much of the knowledge you have embraced has come from the tree of 
knowledge – not the Tree of Life.  You have asked Me to bless you with the daily manifestation of 
the Word of Knowledge.  Do you want this Stephen?  Then remember this: the Word of Knowledge 
is simply - My Words that come from My mind.  This is the mystery that I promised to give you last 
night.  Do you really want this Stephen?  If I give this to you, you will need to stay in My inner room.  
For this is the only place I will speak them, and the only place you will hear them.  My power is the 
vessel of My Mercies, and it is My tender Mercies that heal the minds and bodies of My people.  I 
have longed to bless you with all the desires of your heart.  If you ask not, you will have not.  When 
you ask, ask with the motive of the Spirit I have placed within you.  It is only by My Spirit, that I do all 
things.” 
 
God has so much for us. But we short sheet the Hand of God, either because of our rebellion, or 
because we simply don’t truly believe He will answer our request.  Know this: anything we ask 
according to the Spirit, we will receive (see Matt. 7:7).  It is His promise. 
 
As Job continues his profound sermon, listen carefully to the Divine wisdom that flows from this frail 
and weak man; a man mind you, in which nobody is presently seeking advice.  His level of despair 
and misery has most likely projected an image that he is not practicing what he preaches. It’s too 
bad though; this man is packed with Divine wisdom and insight.* 
 
 
 
*This article is an excerpt from “Permissible Suffocation” by Dr. Stephen R. Phinney and is under editorial review, therefore 

we cannot grant permission to reprint at this time.  Feel free to “forward” this document for ministerial purposes.   

 


