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FIRST or SECOND-HAND FAITH   
By Pastor Bruce “Dos” Carter 

Have you ever wondered, “Where is God when bad things happen? Did we simply evolve or did God 
create us?” The Bible has the answers. First-Hand Faith is that which is gained and acquired from the 
first, or the original source--THE WORDS OF THE BIBLE.  
 
First-Hand Faith may have been the result of some external catalyst, but it is ultimately a personal and 
intentional faith in the Lord, Jesus Christ. It is obtained by direct personal observation and intentional 
acceptance of the Words of God.  
 
Second-Hand Faith, however, is a hand-me-down religion. It is something acquired after being ‘used by 
another’ and lacks some of its original important qualities. Second-hand smoke, second-hand clothes, 
second-hand furniture, second-hand anything, are things leftover and somewhat worn-out by others 
before us.  

 
That’s how some children acquire their so-called ‘faith in a god.’ It is neither personal, nor intentional and 
has merely been handed down by their parents or grandparents. It’s always a corporate faith, not a 
personal faith in the finished work of Christ. Its locus is not the Bible, but what others have thought or said 
it is.  
 

A First-Hand Faith is required to get us into Heaven.  
 
There is a song that says-- 

I’ll take my hope where I can find it... 
Hang your curtain, get behind it 
I won’t even ask for any proof 
Go ahead and read my fortune 
Cast your dice; divine my fate 
I just want to know I have one 
Tell me that it’s not too late for 
A little second-hand faith 
A line upon my palm that I can’t just erase 
‘Cause I need to believe in a hierarchic grace 
I can do without a book I’ll never read 
Second-hand faith is all I need. 1 

 
If that doesn’t express it all, nothing does. Second-hand faith is a hand-me-down faith with 
nothing personal invested in it. Faith is a journey, not a destination. It’s a journey to find a faith 
of one’s own: a faith that isn’t your parents’ or your youth pastor’s or your church’s pastor. 
Christian parents usually want their children to develop a faith of their own, but some are afraid 
they will ask too many questions and wander away from God.  
 
Although Godly parents are to give their children a spiritual boost, they need to run their own 
race, learn how to embrace a First-Hand Faith, and walk in the Power of Christ indwelling them. 
Children of all ages should not be encouraged to shy away from the tough questions, but face 
them head-on. In Christ there is no Plan B. 
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But how do we move from second-hand knowledge of God to first-hand knowledge of the Holy? 
If we want to lose weight and look like a chiseled, strong machine, it won’t happen by simply 
standing and hearing stories from a personal trainer. We actually have to get on the treadmill, 
change our eating plan, and pump some weights. This will give us a first-hand experience of 
what it takes to get into shape. 
 
If your walk with the Elohim is to be a dynamic one and not a static one, you must start from 
scratch, question everything, and get hold of a faith that is real. We call it First-Hand Faith. It’s 
rare to find young people unafraid to voice their doubts, while still being bold in their faith. But it 
is the stuff of which a vibrant spiritual life is made. Islam tells Muslims not to ask any questions. 
Can you imagine that? Check it out for yourself.  
 
“O’ ye who believe! ask not questions about things which, if made plain to you, may cause you 
trouble....Some people before you did ask such questions, and on that account lost their faith” 
(The Qur’an 5:101-102, English translation of Yusof Ali version, emphasis added). 2 

 
“‘Come now, and let us reason together,’ says the LORD, ‘Though your sins are as scarlet, they 
will be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they will be like wool. If you consent 
and obey, you will eat the best of the land’” (Isaiah 1:19-19, emphasis added). 
 
But the Bible is so much different. Perhaps that is why tens of thousands of Muslims are coming 
to Christ each week. 
 
“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but try the spirits to see if they are of God, because many 
false prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that 
confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God; and every spirit that does not 
confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the antichrist you 
heard is coming, and even now is already in the world. You are of God, little children, and you 
have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world” (1 John 
4:1-4).  
 
Always be aware that you can’t borrow someone else’s relationship or personal knowledge of 
God.  In our lives, far too often we can approach God the same way.  We have a “filter” we view 
God through based on the opinions of others, how we grew up, or what we think He should be 
like or should be doing.  Too often, what we think or know about anything is based on second-
hand information or in this case, we have a second-hand faith. 
 
We are a culture of shortcuts.  Google it for me, tell me what I need to know, and I’ll move on… 
We want God to swoop in and fix our problems but we really don’t have a desire for a personal 
pursuit of Holiness.  Are we pursuing God and Faith or are we relying on the information or faith 
of our parents? 
 
Life is all about perspective and our perspective is the way we view life regarding situations and 
circumstances. It involves judging their relative importance in light of our existence here on the 
Planet.  It is an accurate point of view directly from the Bible, as we seek and maintain a 
relationship with our Creator God. 
 
As time passes, we take on the characteristics of the perspective we have chosen.  Therefore, it 
is imperative that we learn Bible truth on which to base our perspective.  It is all about a choice 
of our will and must be done deliberately and not haphazardly. 
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It must not be characterized by mere chance, which is often the result of a lack of order or 
planning. Such is not so with the Elohim of Creation--He is systematic and purposeful. 
 
The opposite is often true when we meet new people. The more in-depth that relationship 
develops, the more we learn of their perspective. The danger here is that our emotions get 
entangled in the deepening of the relationship and the more complicated it becomes. When we 
realize that the other person’s perspective is very distant from our own, our damaged emotions 
begin to replace sound judgment. 
 
Second-Hand Faith or Third or Fourth-Hand Faith people will not wake up each morning, 
thinking, “This is the day which the Lord has made” (Psalm 118:24). Their perspective on life is 
mostly in survival mode. They care not for spiritual things, but about what their own needs or 
wants are for that day. At one time or another, we were all that way. But then, we came into a 
personal intentional contact with Holy God. Our focus AND our perspective were altered 
Eternally, with no going back. This, of course, is out of man’s frame of thinking and perspective, 
because no man seeks after God or the things of God (Rom. 3:11). The vast majority, of the 
nearly 200 billion people who have inhabited Planet Earth at one time or another, has given little 
thought concerning the things of God. 
 
"THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE; THERE IS NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS, 
THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS FOR GOD; ALL HAVE TURNED ASIDE, TOGETHER THEY 
HAVE BECOME USELESS; THERE IS NONE WHO DOES GOOD, THERE IS NOT EVEN 
ONE. THEIR THROAT IS AN OPEN GRAVE, WITH THEIR TONGUES THEY KEEP 
DECEIVING, THE POISON OF ASPS IS UNDER THEIR LIPS; WHOSE MOUTH IS FULL OF 
CURSING AND BITTERNESS; THEIR FEET ARE SWIFT TO SHED BLOOD, DESTRUCTION 
AND MISERY ARE IN THEIR PATHS,  AND THE PATH OF PEACE THEY HAVE NOT 
KNOWN. THERE IS NO FEAR OF GOD BEFORE THEIR EYES.  Now we know that whatever 
the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, so that every mouth may be closed 
and all the world may become accountable to God” (Romans 3:10-19). 
 
The fabric of unrighteous lives is torn and stretched and its skewed perspective is woven with 
lies, half-truths, and deceit. Not merely because it is their willful choice, but it is their way since 
they are dead to GOD and alive to sin.  They do not go out of their way to be like this, they 
merely lack the capability to be any other way.  
 
“And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the 
course of this World, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now 
working in the sons of disobedience. Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our 
flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, 
even as the rest. But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved 
us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by 
grace you have been saved), and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing 
riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no 
one may boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them” (Ephesians 2:1-10).  
 
Is your faith in God personal and intentional? Is it a First-Hand Faith or just second-hand? Can 
you remember a moment in time when you deliberately chose to develop a personal and an 
intentional relationship with the Elohim of Creation? Does HE know about it? If not, why not? If 
not now, when? If not here, where? An ancient king of Judah named Amaziah served God, but 
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not with a whole heart. Don’t let that be said of you! Don’t leave this planet in a “hope so” mode, 
but in assurance of knowing God PERSONALLY and INTENTIONALLY. 
 
 
1 
“Second Hand Faith,” from Enchant album. Written and performed by Emilie Autumn. First released Feb. 

26, 2003 by Traitor Records. 
 
2 “

The Quaranic Arabic Corpus.” An annotated linguistic resource, with 7 versions of the Holy Qu’ran 
translated into multiple languages.  An open source project. ©2009-2011 by Kais Dukes.  
http://corpus.quran.com/translation.jsp 
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