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JOB RESPONDS TO GOD IN PRAYER – Chapter 10 

By Stephen Phinney 

 

Job becomes more and more intense about the honesty of his soul. He openly announces he is 

intent on complaining, but still will not charge God of doing wrong.  This time his complaint is not 

directed at his “friends,” but rather directly to God.  I think it wise to actually read this prayer 

before we do anymore commentating. 

 

"I will say to God, 'Do not condemn me; Let me know why You contend with me. Is it right for 

You indeed to oppress, To reject the labor of Your hands, And to look favorably on the schemes 

of the wicked? Have You eyes of flesh? Or do You see as a man sees? Are Your days as the 

days of a mortal, Or Your years as man's years, That You should seek for my guilt And search 

after my sin? According to Your knowledge I am indeed not guilty, Yet there is no deliverance 

from Your hand. Your hands fashioned and made me altogether, And would You destroy me? 

Remember now, that You have made me as clay; And would You turn me into dust again? Did 

You not pour me out like milk And curdle me like cheese; Clothe me with skin and flesh, And 

knit me together with bones and sinews? You have granted me life and lovingkindness; And 

Your care has preserved my spirit. Yet these things You have concealed in Your heart; I know 

that this is within You: If I sin, then You would take note of me, And would not acquit me of my 

guilt. If I am wicked, woe to me! And if I am righteous, I dare not lift up my head. I am sated with 

disgrace and conscious of my misery. Should my head be lifted up, You would hunt me like a 

lion; And again You would show Your power against me. You renew Your witnesses against me 

And increase Your anger toward me; Hardship after hardship is with me. Why then have You 

brought me out of the womb? Would that I had died and no eye had seen me! I should have 

been as though I had not been, Carried from womb to tomb.' Would He not let my few days 

alone? Withdraw from me that I may have a little cheer Before I go--and I shall not return-- To 

the land of darkness and deep shadow, The land of utter gloom as darkness itself, Of deep 

shadow without order, And which shines as the darkness"  (Job 10:2-22, NASB).  

 

His prayer overall is one of a call to be freed, or delivered, from his permissible suffocation.  It is 

this prayer that most likely provokes God to have this up and coming face-to-face talk with him.  

God never ignores prayer!  In his prayer, he is searching for the rhyme or reason for his 

vexation.  His guilt is shining through, fearing the condemnation of God.  He wants to know 

exactly why God is contending with him this way.  He certainly is proper by phrasing his 

discontent with questions instead of accusing God; although some theologians believe that is 

exactly what he is doing.  I am not one of those.  Job is keeping his head as he appeals, yes – I 

said appeals, before God through the safest method – that of asking questions.  Here are a few 

of Job’s conclusive remarks: 

 

He is afraid that God is condemning him. 

He wants to know why God is contending with him. 

He wants to know if it is right in God’s eyes to afflict one of His hard workers. 

He would like to know if God sees what he sees. 

He wonders if God can view life as the mere mortals. 
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Is God hunting for a particular sin he has committed? 

He repents, but still no deliverance – why? 

Is God about destroying him? Is this the purpose? 

He views God as pouring his life out, instead of making use of it. 

He acknowledges that God preserved his spirit. 

He wants to know why God is silent. 

If there was sin in him, wouldn’t God take note of him? 

He perceives God is angry at him and against him. 

He begs for a little cheer in his life, before the shadow of death comes. 

 

Through all this, Job did not deny that a sinner deserves suffering; but it appears that he was 

thinking that God’s justice was delivered to him with unreasonable force.  His despair and 

struggle with distorted beliefs are affecting his view of God.  This is exactly what Satan originally 

had in mind for Job.  Satan most likely was thinking he was getting really close to accomplishing 

his mission.  But – Job maintains a clear head. Job is an anointed one of God, nothing can 

change that.  God will soon enough subdue Job’s place of misery.  God remains silent for a 

reason; the punishment planned for Satan has not yet occurred.  Remember, this is all about a 

proving between God and His enemy – this is NOT about Job.  Job is the tool of proof!  Since 

this is True, God in His infinite wisdom is withholding this significant piece of Truth from His 

servant Job.  God simply wants Job to open the doors of opportunity that He has set before him.  

He certainly would like him to know that He is a God of the impossible.  Soon enough, Job will 

see this lesson in full swing. 

 

I have great compassion for Job and a deep respect regarding the prayer, in which he calls out 

to God.  I have been here too many times.  Since Christ is my Mediator, thankfully He answers 

my call in an expeditious fashion most of the time. This next entry from my journal came after 

God allowed a friend to turn on me and act as one of my enemies.  This was someone I trusted 

with my heart and soul.  My pain was deep and the betrayal I felt was overwhelming.  I expected 

God to put my friend in his place, but instead He said this: 

 

“I tell you Stephen, My anointed, whom I have taken by the right hand, to subdue to places I call 

you to, and to release the loins of the leaders I put in front of you.  Fear not, for this will be done 

through the strength and power of My Son that I have put within you.  Open the doors I put 

before you.  For I will not allow them to be shut: I will go before you and make the rough places 

smooth; I will shatter the doors of impossibilities.  I will give you the treasures of darkness and 

hidden wealth of secret places; in order that you may know that it is I, the Lord, the God of 

Israel, who calls you by your name – the redeemed.  For the sake of My servant Stephen, and 

the Body, My Chosen One, I have also called them by their name; I have given them a title of 

honor, though they act as if they don’t know Me.  I am the Lord, and there is no other; besides 

Me there is no God. 

I will gird you Stephen, even during those times when you act as if you do not know Me.  I will 

do this so that men may know from the rising to the setting of the sun that there is no one 

besides Me.  I am the Lord, and there is no other, the One forming light and creating darkness, 

causing well-being and creating calamity; I am the Lord who does all these. 
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Drip down, O heavens, from above, and let the clouds pour down righteousness upon My son 

Stephen; let the earth open up and his salvation bear fruit, and righteousness spring up with it.  I 

the Lord, have created it.  Woe to you when you quarrel with your Maker – a mere earthenware 

vessel among the vessels of earth!  Will clay say to the potter, What are you doing or you that I 

created say I have no hands?  Woe to you, Stephen, when you say to Me as your Father, What 

are you begetting or to your daughters, to what are you giving birth?  I say, the Maker: Stephen, 

ask Me about the things to come concerning My sons, and you shall commit to Me the work of 

My hands from this day forward.  It is I who made the earth, and created man upon it.  I 

stretched out the heavens with My hands, and I ordained all their host.  I now have aroused you 

in righteousness, and I will make all your ways smooth; I will build My works through My Son in 

you and He will let My exiles go free, without any payment for their sins or reward. 

For the products of the fortunes of ungodly men and the merchandise of men of stature will 

come over to you and will be yours; they will walk behind you, they will come over in chains and 

will bow down to My Son in you; they will make supplications to you for resources: surely, I am 

with you, and there is none else, no other God.” 

OK, this is not what I expected!  He continues to put my reality back into the Hands of His.  His 

voice is just and pure.  He places the message of pain in perspective of His Higher Calling.  I 

don’t know why I continue to expect God to respond like a mere man.  What sin that would be.  

He continues to get my eyes off the pain, suffering, and persecution of my soul, and gracefully 

places them where they belong – upon the throne of the Everlasting.  Again, here is the 

summary of my entry: 

 

• He will gird me – not my friends. 

• There is no one that can replace Him, particularly my friend. 

• He is the One who created light and darkness, and causes well-being and calamity 

• He will pour righteousness upon his children. 

• He wants us to bear fruit in dark places. 

• I am not to quarrel with my Maker. 

• I am only earthenware and a vessel for God. 

• I have no right to question the ways of God. 

• I need to commit all of my ways to the Lord. 

• He arouses me with righteousness, not guilt. 

• He will use the persecutions of friends to benefit me. 

• My rejecters will ultimately come back to hear the Words of the Lord in me. 

• He is always with me and I am never alone. 

 

My response to Him was: “Truly, You are the One and only God who hides Himself, O God of 

Israel, My Savior!  All those who refuse to honor You will be put to shame and You will humiliate 

all of them; the manufactures of their idols will go away together in humiliation.  I have been 

saved by You, Lord, with an everlasting Salvation; You will not be put to shame or humiliated to 

all eternity.” 


