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THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
THE FINAL BATTLE BETWEEN ISHMAEL &ISAAC 

 

#19: The Book Opened – 5
th
 Seal  

THE FIFTH SEAL REVEALED  

Revelation 6:9-11 

“When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls of those who had 

been slain because of the word of God, and because of the testimony which they had 

maintained; and they cried out with a loud voice, saying, ‘How long, O Lord, holy and true, will 

You refrain from judging and avenging our blood on those who dwell on the earth?’  And there 

was given to each of them a white robe; and they were told that they should rest for a little while 

longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their brethren who were to be killed even as 

they had been, would be completed also.”       

When the FIFTH Seal is opened, there is yet another change in the dynamics of God’s focus.  

Each of the first four seals is revealing the characteristics of the work of the enemy globally. The 

last three seals are disclosing how the enemy directly affects the Body of Christ.   

In this passage, we have an interesting dynamic being revealed to us--“underneath the altar the 

souls of those who had been slain BECAUSE of the Word of God, and because of the testimony 

which they had maintained” (emphasis added).  Here we have the Saints of old waiting on their 

Father to unleash His revenge on all those who persecuted the Body of Christ.  This passage 

reveals a couple things to me: 1) we (Christians) will remember on the other side and 2) we will 

care for “those who dwell on the earth.”  This passage clearly dejects the belief we are 

“mindless” on the other side or that we do not remember the effects of sin when we are in 

heaven.  Another significant factor being shown to us is that the Saints are not given the 

prerogative to come UP to the altar until “the number of their fellow servants and their brethren 

who were to be killed…would be completed.”  Their position of Saintliness is being contained 

“underneath the altar” until God completes His purification process with ALL the believers.  So 

much for special favors! 

God’s actions are revealing a part of His character that the Saints of old and the brethren on 

earth have not seen before.  Even though the Scriptures clearly reveal to us the love, mercy, 

and grace of God, we are about to see God fulfill a promise stated to us through the ages: 

“Vengeance is Mine, and retribution, In due time their foot will slip; For the day of their calamity 

is near, And the impending things are hastening upon them” (Deut. 32:35). 
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One of the most sobering moments of my life was when I realized that God keeps track of every 

word, deed, and thought any man or spiritual being has EVER had!  Seriously—look at this:    

“ ‘For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and WILL 

THEN REPAY EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS’ ”  (Matt.16:27). 

“ ‘But I tell you that every careless word that people speak, they shall give an accounting for it in 

the day of judgment.  For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be 

condemned’ ” (Matt. 12:36-37). 

Do you realize that every man, demon, or spiritual beast that has thrusted any form of insult, 

persecution, or difficulty upon the Saints of old, or new, will be harshly dealt with by God at the 

opening of this seal?  In these final times, God will put on His breastplate of righteousness, His 

helmet of Salvation, and then His garment of VENGEANCE.  After clothed with the attire of 

Godhood, He will repay every droplet of bloodshed of the Saints by dumping every ounce of 

stored WRATH upon all those who dared to insult the Bride of His Son.  Those who lived by the 

sword will die an eternal death by the SWORD of the Living God.  Harsh??  I hope so!  I don’t 

want to spend the rest of eternity with a “god” who passively sits back and allows women (Bride 

of Christ) to be abused and doesn’t require payment for such insults!  I want to serve a God who 

answers my call when I shout:        

“How long, O Lord, holy and true, will You refrain from judging and avenging our blood on those 

who dwell on the earth?” 

Jesus is not a “wife beater,” nor does He tolerate those who treat women in like manner!  

Protection of the Son of God’s Bride is of top priority.  If you do not see this throughout the book 

of Revelation--you are blind and unsaved!  Satan and his followers are “wife beaters.”  They 

diligently work to harm God’s marriage plans for His Son by attacking the Bride of Christ.  

Simple plan--simple revenge! 

This “act of revenge” cannot occur until God comes and removes the Bridal members from the 

face of the earth--the Rapture.   

Persecuted Saints of the Tribulation--Closure to the Fifth Seal  

The first believers after the Rapture will be severely persecuted.  Bless those who make the 

decision for Christ before such a day.  They will be butchered in the name of Jesus Christ.  I 

know many readers are a bit edgy when I discuss the reality of persecution in the end-times; 

but, Scripture says that "slain for the Word of God and for the testimony which they held."  The 

Word of God faithfully declared, brings persecution from the world, the devil, and even from the 

emergent Laodicean.   

When these first preachers of the Word deliver the pure message of Truth, there will be few on 

earth who will listen. But for those who do, there will be a price tag that few have faced in the 

continuous history of eternity.  During these desperate times, there will be major demonic 

delusions and lies that support this "man with the plan--the Antichrist."  The blunt reality is that 

"they believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness" (see Romans 2:8). Read 2nd 

Thess. 2:1-12 to learn more details.    



IOM AMERICA RESOURCES | P.O. Box 71, Sterling, KS  67579 | www.iomamerica.org | ChristAsLife@iomamerica.org 

 

 

Once the Rapture occurs, there will be individuals evangelized only by the Spirit of the Lord.  

The reason obviously being--all the existing Christians were raptured!  The first post-raptured 

Christians will go through the Antichrist’s one world government (New Roman Empire) teaching 

with a passion that will arouse hatred like never seen before on earth.  

“ ‘This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all the 

nations, and then the end will come’ “ (Matthew 24:14). 

The primary converts during this time will be Jesus’ brothers (Jews--Matt. 25:40).  The age of 

the Gentile will be pretty much over by this time.  The Antichrist will have his complete system in 

place--one world government, the universal church, and one currency.  The “we the people” will 

be under a “strong delusion”—believing the message of the Antichrist. Each of them will be 

moments away from damnation!  These individuals will know the cost of a decision. (It won’t be 

like going forward in church on Sunday morning!)  They will understand the biblical meaning of 

commitment--death is sure to follow.  Of course, that will be after they suffer at the torturous 

hand of Satan! 

For the followers of Satan, the first 3 ½ years of this Great Tribulation will be the most peaceful 

the world has seen since the fall of Adam and Eve.  The second half will be a tad bit different--

all hell is going to break lose.  During all of continuous history leading up to the Rapture, the 

Lord (by the power of the Holy Spirit) suppresses the passions of ungodly people. But when the 

Holy Spirit is withdrawn (at the Rapture), Satan will have full “limited power” in the hearts and 

lives of the masses.  This is primarily due to the Christians/Holy Spirit not being present to 

provide discernment and stability.   

The testimony of the converted during the Tribulation will be much different than yours and mine 

during the Age of Grace.  This group of Christians is true and chosen martyrs who testify to the 

coming kingdom.  Each of them will preach that Jesus (our Husband) will be coming to set up a 

thousand year reign here on this earth.  Note: the throne will be located within the New 

Jerusalem (1,500 square miles or 3,885 square kilometers) that comes from the sky and will 

NOT touch the earth.  When the antichrist and his followers hear of such realities, they will 

become enraged and he will do everything within his limited authority to quiet this group of 

martyred Christians.  

I cannot emphasize enough how important these testimonies are to the Lord.  Hardship today is 

minimal compared to these martyred Christians.  The testimony of these Saints will be strictly 

focused on the kingdom of Christ, and thus, will become the worst threat to Satan in all 

continuous history.  This is why this particular group of believers will be treated with cruelty and 

brutality like the world has never seen.  All anti-Christians will be given permission to join in on 

the persecution.  My guess is that it will be legal for all to come against any and all who oppose 

Satan, the Beast (Antichrist), and the False Prophet.  

“It was also given to him (Satan) to make war with the saints and to overcome them, and 

authority over every tribe and people and tongue and nation was given to him.  All who dwell on 

the earth will worship him, everyone whose name has not been written from the foundation of 

the world in the book of life of the Lamb who has been slain” (Rev.13:7-8, parentheses added). 
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Revelation 6:9 poses an interesting thought.  These Saints, in heaven, are Redeemed; but they 

do not pray as Jesus prayed, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing” 

(Luke 23:34).  They do not pray as other Saints prayed for grace and mercy.  What is up with 

this?  My dear believer, this is because the Age of Grace will be over by this time.  All of heaven 

will be crying out for justice and revenge.  If you think your average present-day Laodicean 

thinks “God is harsh,” wait until the Age of Grace (Holy Spirit removed from the earth) has 

passed!  Harsh?? I hope so!  As for today, I pray the power of God’s grace over all who refuse 

to gaze into His face. 

Grace is for this present dispensation (freed from the harshness of the Law)--but this too shall 

come to pass.  The Fifth Seal is clearly transitioning us into a new era of God the Father.  They 

will be crying to the Sovereign Ruler of all creation-- the One who has the right and the 

prerogative to use His power any which way He chooses.  If you know the same Hebrew Father 

I do, you will know that all responsible Hebrew fathers will avenge their son’s oppressors--

particularly those who mess with the Bride He chose for His only Son.  I say…sign me up for 

being one of those under the altar. 

Today, Christian persecution is a bunch of hangnails that won’t heal, broken down cars, a 

neighbor who dislikes us, or on a really bad day—being made fun of for what we believe.  Our 

response according to statistics is--we sue ‘em!  We still live in the Age of Grace.  We need to 

be turning the other cheek, returning good for evil, and praying for God’s favor for those who 

hurt us.  The “Age of Revenge” is coming soon enough.  Stop protecting what is wrong and 

begin defending what is righteous by living in the Age of Dispensing His Grace.  You will have 

plenty of time in the near future to cry out for revenge! 

The Emerging Laodicean Church & the Four Views of End-Times: 

The Laodicean emergent church is not only rooted in the historical tracks of Laodicea, but most 

of the Emergent church makes the claim that Israel is not necessarily the place of Christ Jesus’ 

return.  This is called Replacement Theology, which essentially teaches that the Church has 

replaced Israel in God’s plan.  Those who adhere to replacement theology believe the Jews are 

no longer God’s chosen people, and God does not have specific future plans for the nation of 

Israel.   

All the different views of the relationship between the Church and Israel can be divided into two 

camps:  

1. Replacement theology / historic premillennialism--both the “Christian church” is the 

“new” Israel and the old has passed away 

2. Dispensationalism / premillennialism--the Church is completely different and distinct 

from Israel, but engraphed into the Jewish (Israel) body while embracing the truth that 

Christ fulfilled the Jewish laws 

Premillennialists believe that Jesus Christ will return for the Last Judgment just before the 

1,000 year reign of peace (Millennium) mentioned in Revelation.  

True Christians need to understand the four views of the end-times, particularly during our 

perilous times.   
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HISTORIC PREMILLENNIALISM 

Historic premillennialists (also known as covenant premillenialism) believe the Second 

Coming of Christ will precede the Millennium, and the Church has replaced the nation of Israel 

as God’s covenant people.  This view treats the Millennium as a literal, future event.  Most 

believe Christians will remain on the earth during the Great Tribulation.  In fact, they believe that 

the Tribulation will purify the churches and its members, by rooting out false believers.  They 

believe that all references to Israel in Revelation refer symbolically to the Church.  They are firm 

believers in Replacement Theology, and that society will grow increasingly evil! 

DISPENSATIONAL PREMILLENNIALISM 

Dispensational premillennialists believe the Second Coming of Christ will precede the 

Millennium, and that God will still give the nation of Israel the land described in Genesis 15:18.  

They treat the Millennium as a literal, future event.   

Two views of dispensational premillennialism: 

 Most are pretribulationists. They say that Rev. 4:1-2 refers to “the Rapture,” when 

Christ removes Christians from the earth before the Great Tribulation begins.  

 Some are midtribulationists. They believe the Rapture will occur at the halfway point of 

the Great Tribulation; basically, before “all hell breaks loose.”   

Premillennialists believe that all references to Israel in Revelation refer to the NATION of Israel.  

Therefore, they are in complete opposition to Replacement Theology. They also believe society 

grows increasingly evil with, or without, man’s attempts to make it better!  Some of the modern 

teachers who support this view are: C.I. Scofield, Chuck Smith, John MacArthur, Charles Ryrie, 

Charles Stanley, Tim LaHaye, and myself.   

POSTMILLENNIALISM 

Postmillennialists believe the Second Coming of Christ will occur after the Millennium.  The 

Millennial reign described in Rev. 19:19-20:3, 20:1-6 represents a long time period when, 

through the preaching of the Gospel, most of the world will submit to Jesus Christ.  During this 

time, Satan will have no power over the earth, and evil regimes will collapse.  They believe that 

during the Millennium, Christ will rule the earth through His Spirit and through His Church. He 

will NOT, however, be physically present on the earth.  One of the most significant differences 

they embrace is that the Second Coming of Christ, the final conflict between good and evil, the 

defeat of Satan, the physical resurrection of all people (the Rapture), and the Final Judgment 

will occur together--immediately AFTER the “Christians” clean up the three primary arenas of 

the world--church, government, and economy.  This is accomplished during the Millennium 

BEFORE Christ’s Second Coming and the Final Judgment.   

The earliest “postmillennial” movement that we are aware of was in AD 1135.  It really didn’t 

become popular until the 19th century, partly because of the global era of optimism about the 

future and the fast spread of Christianity through the era of revivals.  Preachers (such as 

Jonathan Edwards, Charles Spurgeon, Augustus Strong, R.L. Dabney, and R.C. Sproul) have 

found comfort in the movement’s primary belief that a “society can gradually improve through 
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the great Tribulation.” Their position on Israel in Revelation differs widely, but most believe it is a 

symbolic reference to the Church--not literal, as in deed of land.   

AMILLENNIALISM 

Amillennialists believe that the Millennium SYMBOLIZES Christ’s reign in the lives of His 

people, from the beginning of the Church until His Second Coming.  The biggest declaration of 

Revelation “interpretation” is in chapters 19:11-21; 20:1-3; and 20:4-6--believing they portray 

Christ’s triumph over Satan through His death and resurrection.  This triumph restrained the 

power of Satan on the earth. The first resurrection SYMBOLIZES either the eternal life 

experienced by persons who die in Christ, or the spiritual resurrection experienced by persons 

when they become Christians.  They believe when Christ returns, He will immediately defeat the 

powers of evil, resurrect the saved and the unsaved, judge them, and deliver them to their 

eternal destinies. 

How does all this affect their Christian Worldview?  Big time!  They actually believe that the 

Great Tribulation represents calamities, hardships, and persecutions that have occurred 

throughout Church history--the Great Tribulation (reign of the Antichrist) has been in place since 

Jesus died on the Cross.  Their view of Israel in Revelation is completely SYMBOLIC of the 

people of God on the earth.  In fact, they believe that most of the Bible is comprised of 

symbolism.  Some of the modern teachers were/are: Martin Luther, John Calvin, Abraham 

Kuyper, Herschel Hobbs, and J.I. Packer.  This group is in complete support of Replacement 

Theology and that society gradually improves through the Tribulation.   

The Emergent church leadership falls into Amillennialism, although the Emergent movement 

has a strong mix of Postmillennialism and Amillennialism. The reason both are such safe 

harbors for Emergent leaders is because of: 1) their view of government belonging to the body 

of Christ, 2) their strict view of Christ not returning until they “prepare the New Jerusalem” for 

“His” Second Coming, and 3) their view that society gradually improves during the Tribulation by 

the hand of the Christians.  Most of the original American Emergent types, as well as many 

modern leaders, believe that America might be the place of this “New Jerusalem.” 

AMERICA AND THE EMERGENT 

Here is a little known fact. David Austin (Thomas Jefferson’s pastor) was booted out of 

Washington, DC because of his announcement that Washington DC is the site of the “New 

Jerusalem” (at the July 4th celebration of 1801, US Capitol)   Secondly, he answered the 

question people were repetitively asking as to why the Masons were so influential and active in 

DC. Austin revealed how the Masons were called by God to be builders of this New World and 

community!   
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