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I am certain that the older I get – the less I know.  I have been a born-again indwelt Christian 

since I was 16 years of age.  I have fought my way through the jungle of deception and worldly 

fables for over 50 years and I still ask questions like: How could a righteous God allow such an 

evil world?  Better yet, how could a loving God allow the enemy to torture His children with 

despair and emotional suffocation?  How about, why do righteous people suffer, when they 

diligently worked to seek His divine will?  On top of all that, why does God allow the ungodly to 

prosper?  My utmost favorite is, are adversity and affliction a sign that a suffering Christian has 

unconfessed sin? 

 

I like many, if not most, Christians have suffered my own measurement of troubles – the type of 

troubles that bring heartache, physical challenges and emotional ramifications.  But, the most 

difficult of all suffering has been the constant unmerciful criticizing from fellow Body members.  

Then when fronted with a terminally ailment or disease, Christians have the audacity to 

conclude that there must be some kind of sin in your life.  Pushing and peddling the worldly 

thought that all suffering is always the result of sin.  Therefore, simplistically teaching that if we 

simply repent of this “unknown sin,” that the momentary light affliction would somehow 

disappear.  Even though we know the error of this dogmatism, we fall into this dark place of 

treating repentance like a pill – a pill that will somehow deliver us from our moments of despair 

and emotional suffocation.   

 

Alone In the Darkness 

 

I cry on my bed 

Sleep‟s comfort eludes me 

Thoughts swirl in my head 

 

“Save me, dear Lord!” 

I plead in despair 

Anxious thoughts gip my heart 

No answer is there 

 

I give and I give 

But still life demands more 

When is enough enough? 

And what‟s it all for? 

 

My list never end 

Sometimes I can‟t breathe 

But still it‟s expected 

Other‟s fears I‟ll relieve 

 



“Do this!” They say 

 “You could help out a lot!” 

While I struggle to survive 

Other‟s goals fill my slots 

 

Lord, help me protect 

The heart of my calling 

To say “no” to the extras 

When foundations are falling 

 

Humbly I bow 

To meet You in prayer 

Boldly I rise 

Reassured of Your care 

 

Those others may criticize 

The choices I make 

Keep my resolve firm 

For Your name‟s sake 

 

June 12, 2005 

Jane M. Phinney 

 

Recently, I have been going through such despair.  The mounting of perpetual circumstances 

being thrown in my face at such a rate that I often times feel that I can’t surface long enough to 

take a deep breath.  The feeling of suffocation, in my opinion, is one of the worst kinds of 

suffering there is.  Not long ago, when I first contracted an infection in my heart, which ultimately 

lead to my heart-failure, I had severe problems with my breathing.  At first we thought it was 

from a head cold.  The doctor gave me medication to fight the viral infection.  It only made 

things worst.  Next in line was the thought my “childhood asthma” was returning.  Treatment 

applied, which of course made it worst.  In fact it was adding to the liquid building up in my 

lungs.  Then it got to the point that I was only able to lay back, forget laying down, for several 

minutes at a time.  Due to only getting 15 minutes of sleep a day, they thought I was developing 

sleep apnea.  When in reality, I was suffocating.  By the time I was admitted to ER, one lung 

was completely filled and the second was at its “half full” mark.  I cannot tell you the horrid 

feelings this suffocation brought on.  In fact at one point in the ER they were frantically working 

to “bring me back.” 

 

Once arresting the crisis, I was placed in a care unit to begin my healing process.  While there, I 

was visited by an array of “friends” and family.  Some visitors came to confess their sins of 

offense against me, left and I never heard from them again.  Others came to visit to offer true 

and respectable comfort.  But there were some, one “old friend” in particular, came as a 

representative of a “group of friends” to confront me about the “sin” in my life.  He asked if I 

thought that God was putting this on me due to my some type of sin. 

 



Now, I am a firm believer in declaring that afflictions sometimes do come from God in order to 

purify us and that this, in no way, indicates that God is unloving.  It is only His way of leading us 

back to a dependant “talk and walk” relationship Himself - kind of like a father would discipline a 

child.  Even though I know that suffering instructs us in righteousness and prevents us from 

sinning, it doesn’t make the journey any easier. It certainly puts us in the position of determining 

if we are going to question God’s sovereignty or accuse Him of hurting His children.  All leading 

to the biggest question of all, will we humbly submit ourselves to God’s will. 

 

I don’t know about you, but I find God’s will to be quite painful.  I am NOT saying that He doesn’t 

provide comfort, healing and guidance but I am saying the walk, for the most part, is retentively 

daunting.  To be straight forward, I find that God does not choose to answer most of my 

penetrating questions.  Instead, he overwhelms me with a panoramic view of His creative power 

and perfect Divine wisdom.  In fact, I usually get reprimanded for attempting to figure out the 

reason for my pain and suffering.  This is the sin that gets me in trouble the most.  I can’t tell you 

how many times I walk away from a conversation with God where I feel humbled and a bit 

foolish for implying that God owes me some type of explanation.  Since I will never be big 

enough to canvas my own world, how would I ever presume to tell God how to run His world?   

 

PERMISSIBLE AFFLICTION 

Was there ever a time in your Christian life where you really could say that you were righteous 

in most of your ways, while at the same time experiencing little affliction?  I have many fond 

memories of those days.  Then came God’s permissible affliction.  Even though I have wrestled 

with the “theology” of the purpose of “bad things happening to good people,” I understand in my 

older years that Satan is the force behind all the calamities that come upon us.  Keep in mind 

that I didn’t say “reason,” but the “force.”  Personally, I believe this is one of THE most important 

elements for Christians to understand and believe.   

 

From what I have learned from the Holy Scriptures, Satan actually needs permission from the 

Father in order to do his afflictions.     

 

Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and 
Satan also came among them. The LORD said to Satan, "From where do you come?" Then 
Satan answered the LORD and said, "From roaming about on the earth and walking around on 
it." The LORD said to Satan, "Have you considered My servant Job? For there is no one like 
him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, fearing God and turning away from evil." Then 
Satan answered the LORD, "Does Job fear God for nothing? "Have You not made a hedge 
about him and his house and all that he has, on every side? You have blessed the work of his 
hands, and his possessions have increased in the land. "But put forth Your hand now and touch 
all that he has; he will surely curse You to Your face." Then the LORD said to Satan, "Behold, 
all that he has is in your power, only do not put forth your hand on him." So Satan departed from 
the presence of the LORD.  (Job 1:6-12) 
There are many theological elements contained within this passage but one that tends to glare 
at me the most is “permissible affliction.”  This passage reveals that Satan works to trap and 
ensnare God’s people, with the deception that it is God’s fault and He is “out to get us.”  
 

Several other significant doctrinal issues present themselves here.  First we find that Satan had 

to approach God and get in line with the rest of the “sons of God” – angels.  Once Satan was at 



the bench of God, the two of them have this unique dialog.  God first asked Satan where he 

came from.  This suggests that God didn’t know where he was or what he was doing.  The truth 

of the matter is that God knew exactly who he was and what he was up to.  God by proof of 

most of His dialogs reveals the prerogative of being the one who asks the questions – not man 

or spiritual beings.  Next we see God bringing up the opportunity to persecute Job before Satan 

could open his mouth to suggest it (v8).    Almost like God set the stage of prospering Job in 

order to offer Satan this opportunity.  Did God desire to bring hurt and destruction upon His 

beloved servant?  Did God have this hidden curiosity as to test Job to see if he would be 

attacked, tempted, drawn into sin and the snare of the devil?  No – He was confident in the 

investment He had made in Job up to this point in His Divine design.  God clearly knew that 

there was none like him on the face of the earth.  Since God watches every thought and 

footprint of man, He knew that no man has been able to withstand a full on attack of Satan since 

the days of Noah.  He had confidence in this! 

 

Personally, I believe that Satan completely understood the level of character Job radiated.  He 

obviously knew that he couldn’t charge him with any sin because he (Satan) was the author of 

it.  Just as God knew that He was confident in Job’s obedience to the Word, Satan knew of 

Job’s confidence of disobedience to Satan’s words.  What we have is the great standoff, dual 

per-say, between the confidences of God vs. the confidence of Satan.     

 

What is up with this Satanic statement of “does Job fear God for nothing?”  The implication here 

is that Satan thinks that Job “fears” God NOT because of love but because of the perception 

that God spoils him with riches, healthy children and the prosperity assigned.  He is under direct 

beliefs that Job would “curse God” and be done with Him if he had these “blessings” or luxuries 

taken away from him – thus proving that Job’s fear was simply outward and hypocritical.   Satan 

clearly knows how man’s flesh functions – he does to get.  After all, Satan developed the 

demonic reward system of “doing to get.”  The bottom line was that Satan was convinced that 

Job was afraid of being punished by God if he didn’t “jump through the hoops” God set before 

him.  

 

The second and less primal issue Satan throws God’s way is the issue of protection.  Satan now 

tempts God with the twisted truth that Job is righteous because he lives in a bubble, a 

protection, a shield of sorts that God formed around him. The truth of the matter is we can’t 

function righteously without the almighty protection of God but Satan is hinging Job’s life upon 

this one principle.  Yes, God did border Job’s life and all that was entrusted to him with angels 

(hedge) to encamp about him.  This passage reveals clear evidence that Satan is a pouty big 

bully who likes picking on the little guy.  He basically is saying that if Job didn’t have a big 

brother protecting him, Job would lose the fight.  Well, duh!  Satan never picks on someone his 

own size, although a day is coming when he picks a fight with SOMEONE who is truly going to 

“clean his clock.”  Typical bully – always thinking they are “the man,” all the while suffer with 

“little man syndrome.”  Hummm – maybe that is what this is all about. 

 

Allow me to do some immediacy here.  Satan believes that Job breaths freely because he is in 

the protective bubble that God provided for him.  Satan is suggesting having God remove this 

bubble, allow him to suffocate Job by way hellish and demonic circumstances, and Job is surely 



to curse God to His face.  The second point of immediacy is that Satan knows he can’t do a 

blasted thing without God “putting forth His hand and touching all that he has.”  It is what we call 

in counseling a covert confession of impotence.  Satan NEVER comes out and openly admits 

he is impotent but manipulates in such a way that a covert confession spills out.  This is a 

classic way of confession for bullies. 

 

The Lord’s response to this not so cleaver form of manipulation appeared to be in Satan’s favor.  

With God saying “behold, all that he has (externally) is in your power (strength), only do not put 

forth our hand on him,” sends him off most assuredly living out his deception.  It always amazes 

me how God will not dialog, prove or interact with Satan, or man, over their manipulative and 

stupid ways.   He gives man, and beast, the appearance of “having their own way” in order for 

man and beast to learn from the consequences of those ways. What a loving and respectful 

God we have. 

 

The Godological statement here is rather critical for believers to see and embrace.  God is not 

angry and displeased with Job, nor does He want to get some kind of thrill out of hurting him, 

nor is He gratifying Satan; but he does want Satan to face the doom of his own deception once 

again, while He (God) ultimately enjoys more glory.  The truest form of stupidity is picking a fight 

with someone who has full and complete control over the universe.  This passage shows us 

how stupid Satan really is.  Secondly it shows us that when “bad things” happen to good people, 

it does not mean that God is angry, disappointed or “out to get us.”   God just has a thing about 

purifying the Bride of Christ for His Son and rubbing Satan’s face in his own confusion.  These 

two are the two primary reasons for the existence of God’s creation – to gain a Bride for His 

beloved Son and provide a place of torment and punishment for Satan.  Humans can deluge 

their minds with other reasons but these are the simple facts. 

 

Then the LORD said to Satan, "Behold, all that he has is in your power, only do not put forth 
your hand on him." So Satan departed from the presence of the LORD.   (Job 1:12) 
 
With this the Lord sends a restrained Satan off to accomplish the mission of God.  Satan 

thinking that it is all about his own mission.  That is the beauty of this story, God proves the 

stupidity that deception forms when mixed with pride.  Satan is nothing but a tool that God uses 

to advance His Kingdom.  Why doesn’t Satan figure this out, simply because sin makes us 

stupid.   Satan’s limited authority isn’t even his – it belongs to God.  All authority is owned by the 

one who imparts it.   

 

Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except 
from God, and those which exist are established by God.  (Rom 13:1) 
 
Any human or spiritual being who stretches their imagination to think that they have ownership 

of anything – particularly authority, is suffering with the same deception of Satan himself.  Any 

authority managed is authority assigned.  Therefore, God is in sovereign charge of all things 

and those who think that they are in charge of anything. 

 

SATAN ALLOWED TO PROVE GOD RIGHT 



Have you ever had rapid succession of affliction to the point of not being able to catch your 

breath between afflictions?  This is a classic technique used by the enemy.  It is a way of 

wearing us down to the point of cursing something or someone.   This is the very technique 

Satan used on Job and his wife as they were reclining one particular evening.  The first wave 

arrives – the Sabeans attack and Job loses his oxen, donkeys, and first group of servants.  

Then while the servant was delivering this horrid news, wave two comes in; a fire broke out and 

consumed the sheep and servants on another part of their ranch.  While listening to the pathetic 

news of the second servant, wave three arrives – the Chaldeans attack another part of the 

ranch and take the camels and kill more servants.  Before this servant could finish, the worst 

news is delivered – his sons and daughters were reclining at the eldest brothers house and a 

great wind came, destroyed their house and all die – every man, woman and beast dead except 

for Job, his wife and four messengers.      

 

Can you imagine the amount of pain and suffering the two of them must have gone through?  

Usually when you have succession affliction, the overwhelming feeling of suffocation usually 

follows.  In many cases, if literally affects the breathing.  Some faint, some have panic attacks 

and others just sink into despair.  What did Job do?  He shaved his head/beard (a sign of 

mourning), tore his robe (symbolizing the death of a loved one) and fell to the ground and began 

worshiping God by saying: 

 

He said, "Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked I shall return there. The LORD 
gave and the LORD has taken away. Blessed be the name of the LORD."  (Job 1:21) 
 
For 40 years, since the day of my salvation, on the most part, I have embraced affliction as God 

has allowed it – until this past year.  I am not saying the afflictions He assigned to me 

throughout my days were easy or lighthearted but I am saying that I have never experienced 

this level of suffering, the type of suffering that produced physical, emotional and spiritual 

suffocation.  In fact, read what my wife wrote in her journal after one of my many moments of 

permissible suffocation. 

 

I had never seen him in this state, in 34 years of knowing him.  My earthly “rock” had been 

broken physically the past year and now soulically (i.e. mind, will and emotions).  Help him Lord, 

to embrace your love fully & completely.  Let him feel Your compassion and kindness.  He feels 

so misunderstood, so kicked in the teeth, so alone, so wanting to die.  He is so pessimistic 

about people‟s intentions because of hurt.  No trust – but suspicious & expectant of betrayal.  

He has been beaten down by too many for too long and he is without hope, joy and strength.   

 

 Through the toil of watching her husband suffocate and not be able to do anything to help or 

bring comfort, this poem was born. 

 

Hopeless – by Jane Phinney 

 

Completely numb 

I cannot feel 

Pain shreds my heart 



I doubt what‟s REAL 

 

The things I know 

Have failed the test 

I grieve my life 

I yearn for REST 

 

The people I love 

Have turned on me 

Lies bind my mind 

My eyes cannot SEE 

 

I pour myself out 

But what‟s it all for? 

Self-serving takers 

Come back for MORE 

 

You told me up front 

This new life held dread 

Now battle wounding 

Has rendered me DEAD 

 

Shattered dreams  

Ooze from my heart 

My life blood gone 

Time to DEPART 

 

I am undone 

Woe is me! 

In hopeless despair  

I‟ll never be FREE 

 

“Redeemed” You call me 

Your promise wane 

Doubt and unbelief 

Feed my REFRAIN 

 

“I‟m Yours, Lord save me!” 

My gut rending cry 

Devoid of Your hope 

I‟m asking “WHY?” 

 

  This past year, Job’s prayer of desperation and worship has found new meaning in my heart of 

hearts.  I literally came into this world naked, dependent and very sick.  Growing up shamed, 

embarrassed and incompetent in almost everything I said and did.  My entire childhood being 



filled with being hated, despised and made fun of by family and “friends,” all for the sake of 

accepting Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior at 16 years of age.  Then shortly after learning to 

read at the age of 22, God graces me with one of my favorite passages in the Bible: 

 

Because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, for this reason, to keep me from 
exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me--
to keep me from exalting myself! Concerning this I implored the Lord three times that it might 
leave me. And He has said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in 
weakness." Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power 
of Christ may dwell in me. Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with 
distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for when I am weak, then I am 
strong. I have become foolish; you yourselves compelled me. Actually I should have been 
commended by you, for in no respect was I inferior to the most eminent apostles, even though I 
am a nobody.   (2Co 12:7-11) 
 
Here is what I heard from the Lord regarding this passage:   

 

Stephen, because of your willingness to embrace My Truth and speak it as I reveal it to you, I 

will be granting you affliction throughout your life in order for you to NOT exalt yourself.  You will 

often cry out to Me for relief and I shall grant you comfort but not necessarily circumstantial 

deliverance.  Stephen, it is through your afflictions and weaknesses that you will discover the 

power of My grace.  As you take this new journey, you will struggle with pride, arrogance and 

boasting.  I am calling you to boast only in this – that you came into this world weak and 

dependant and you will leave it in the same manner.  When you were born, you were dependant 

on man and independent of Me.  When you depart from this wicked world, you will be 

independent of man and completely dependent on Me.  When I am finished with you, you will be 

able to embrace your weaknesses and handle insults, stress, and imparted hatred with the 

power of Grace.  In the end, you will shine for your acute ability to hear Me, understand the 

deeper Life and lead others into like minded Truth – even though in the world‟s eyes, you will be 

a nobody.  Stephen, do you have ears to listen? 

 

Well – when the Lord revealed this to me, I had no clue as to how much suffering was ahead of 

me.  For 40 years, my life has been filled with many external hardships but I must say the 

toughest has been the rejection from so called “Christians.”  The portion of the passage that I 

didn’t give a second thought to at the time – became my worst struggle in life.   

 

 I have become foolish; you yourselves compelled me.  Actually I should have been 

commended by you, for in no respect was I inferior to the most eminent apostles… 

 

I totally expect the unbelieving world to hate me because of Christ BUT what surprised me was 

the level of back-stabbing, kiss on the cheek, rejection from the “body of Christ.”  For most of my 

adult Christian life, I fought this and was compellingly confused by it.  In my naive way of living 

out my Christian life, I thought the body of Christ would be the first to build you up, patch up 

your wounds and send you back into battle.  It was a bit shocking to discover this was not the 

case.  This soul shaking reality was what God used to open the door to my final days of ministry 

– ministering to the Emergent church, the church of Laodicea.  It became evident to me that this 

so called “body of christ” I was so repelled by, was not actually the true Body of Christ.  This 



group of religious followers were as fake as a bowl of plastic fruit – looks real but is filled with 

hallow empty deception.  As it turns out, this “church” doesn’t even believe in the same Jesus as 

I do.  It also became evident to me that this “group” was to be my “thorn in the flesh” – 

personally assigned to me by God.  Little did I realize that their grievous ways were not by 

chance, but were by Divine appointment, and are designed and to be made use of, to rid me of 

the pride of men; and sometimes, by Divine permission, Satan’s hand being at the root of these 

afflictions. 

 

My mind tends to look at details that often times don’t stand out on the page, for example, the 

passage of permissible affliction in Job 1:13-19.  Who does Satan use to do this affliction?  

What techniques does he use?  What elements of permissible power does he have?  In asking 

these questions of myself, I found something rather interesting.  In my discovery, I found three 

primary forms of attack or permissible affliction. 

 

The first form of permissible affliction is his use of humans who have partnered in with his 

deceptive ways.  Look at the Sabeans in verse v15.  The Sabeans were descendents of the 

cursed linage of Ham.  They were haters of the God of Abraham and all of His children.  Then 

we have the Chaldeans in verse 17 – they were basically Babylonians and Babylonia was the 

nation that birthed some of the most evil nations in the world.  What are the Chaldeans most 

known for? 

 

"For behold, I am raising up the Chaldeans, that fierce and impetuous people who march 
throughout the earth to seize dwelling places which are not theirs.  (Hab 1:6) 
 
Here we have Satan being granted permission to afflict Job and he accomplishes his mission – 

through willing earthlings who seem to be Pons of possession.  In my older age, I have come to 

realize that there is nothing new under the sun.  Satan’s approach to slowing the righteous 

down has not changed all that much.  He still uses “fake” followers to sneak in the back door to 

deliver despair and hopelessness.   

 

The second element of permissible affliction granted to Satan seems to be the elements – earth, 

wind and fire (v16).  Even though ultimately the elements are controlled by God – permission is 

granted.  I see this as the enemy toying with our externals, delivering destruction in order to 

form unrest, inconvenience or financial hardship.  He knows that our flesh tends to find security 

in the things that we can see.  Since he is a god of the externals, he also knows that if he keeps 

the externals unpredictable and constantly changing, that eventually it will bring predictable 

despair.    

 

The third and final element is that of physiological health.  Job’s response of falling on the 

ground and worshiping God was not an expected one.  After taking away all of his externals, 

except for his wife, he, Satan, was obviously proving God to be right.  We are not sure how 

much time was between the first appeal to God and the second one but, many Jewish writers 

believed it to be one year.  This is not likely, since Satan would never give him so much 

breathing time; nor can it be though that Job’s friends should stay so long before they paid him 

visit, which was not till after the second appeal.  In any case, we find him at the Lord’s work 



bench again.  The same question is put to him by God and the same answer is given.  

Interesting enough, God suggests another attack on Job.  God sites the same verbiage 

regarding Job’s integrity but this time He adds, and he still holds fast his integrity, although you 

incited Me against him, to ruin him without cause.   With that, Satan becomes a bit more 

belligerent – Skin for skin!  Yes, all that a man has he will give for his life (skin).  However, put 

forth Thy hand, now, and touch his bone and his flesh; he will curse Thee to Thy face.  

 

You would think that Satan would have seen the proof of Job’s integrity by now but he still 

believes that Job was a selfish and a mercenary type, and that what had been done to him was 

not a sufficient enough trial to truly test his integrity; that the affliction had not been intense 

enough to discover the real man.  I believe this reveals that Satan believes that a man can lose 

all his externals but as long as he enjoyed physical health – it would be easy for him to serve 

God.  The general sense of the passage here is plain, for the enemy is proclaiming that a man 

would give everything which he had to save his own hide (skin).  In fact, I really think that Satan 

believes that if Job was so afflicted in his body that he was likely to want to die, or at least give 

up his faith in God in order to save his own hide.   

 

In spite of the deception that Satan is under, God puts Job back into his hands once again.  God 

allows full on attack but will not allow the enemy to take Job’s breath from him.  Personally, after 

studying the book of Job – death would have been a welcomed option.  

 

With permission slip in hand, Satan skips off to afflict Job.  The enemy has the power to make 

any selection of any disease, afflict him in any manner, providing the affliction is not terminally 

fatal.    What does he pick – boils, a disease involving nerve infection and ulcerated sores, 

considered to be one of the most painful maladies known to man.  If you have had a boil, you 

know how painful they are. If you have had an infected boil (sore), you know how quickly they 

spread.  Job had these things from the soles of his feet to the top of his head.  Chapter 2:8 

shows us this: 

 

And he took a potsherd to scrape himself while he was sitting among the ashes.   (Job 2:8) 
 

Potsherd is a fragment of broken pottery – a homemade knife.  The object was for the sole 

purpose of removing the filth of accumulated infection that was layering upon each festering 

sore.   As for the sitting among the ashes, this is a practice of forced humility & confession to the  

greatness of his calamity and sorrow.  Back during the ancients of days, people were 

accustomed to show their grief by significant external actions like sitting in ashes – it 

represented death (from dust to dust and ashes to ashes).  Nothing could more strongly express 

the humility that comes with calamity, than for a man of wealth, honor, and distinction, to sit 

down in a pile of ashes, take a piece of broken pottery, and begin to scrape the oozing infected 

sores that covered his naked body.  It does not appear that anything was done to bring relief or 

to heal him, or any kindness shown in taking care of his disease – not even from his wife.   

 

Here sits a man, in a pile of ashes, who was once sought after and now, it would seem that he 

is completely separated, rejected by all, even those who claimed to “love” him.  Now a diseased 

man whom none would venture to approach, and was doomed to endure his suffering without 



sympathy from others.  I’m not sure which is worst, his physical pain or the sorrow of being 

completely alone, no children, grandchildren, servants, friends or even a committed and loving 

wife.  Speaking of, what was up with his wife? 

 

Then his wife said to him, "Do you still hold fast your integrity? Curse God and die!"  (Job 2:9) 
 
Job’s wife was no ordinary woman.  She was the blood of Jacob and her name is unknown but 

ancient versions of this passage, the English word wife in the Hebrew is actually diynah 

(daughter of Jacob).  Can you imagine the sorrow she was experiencing?  Day after day 

watching her husband suffer, all the while attempting to process her own grief of the 

disappearance of her earthly securities, ten sons and daughters, the heartache and sorrows of 

her womb, most likely thinking she toiled laboriously in vain.  Now she watches her beloved 

sitting among loathsome worms and ashes, passing the night in the open air, cutting on himself 

with earthenware, watching the sun go down upon his sorrows day after day without any sudden 

relief from their God.  I too would be tempted to be done with it all.  I understand that the spot 

light is on Job but his sorrow is shared by Job’s wife.  In fact, our women carry our sorrow for us 

in ways that is un-comprehensible to us as men.  It was the curse God portions of her speech 

that aroused the rebuke of her husband. 

 

 But he said to her, "You speak as one of the foolish women speaks. Shall we indeed accept 
good from God and not accept adversity?" In all this Job did not sin with his lips.  (Job 2:10) 
 
This clearly tells me that Job’s wife was a good woman filled with wisdom and truth.  She was 

not a foolish nagging woman of her time.  Her sorrow was overtaking her and she wanted relief.  

Seriously, who would blame her?  I have a woman like this – who is faithful as the day is long 

but mess with her husband, you’ll hear about it.  As with Job’s wife, she carries the sorrow of 

her husband, children and grandchildren deeply.  She too has had her moments of giving up.  I, 

like Job, have been blessed with one of the daughters of Jacob.  She is often times the breath 

within my being when I have barely enough strength to take a deep breath.  So – I think I 

understand why Satan was not allowed to touch Job’s wife.  God needed her to be the 

completer of Job during his great sorrow and to use her womb to bless Job with seven sons and 

three daughters.  One of my favorite scriptures in the entire Bible is, And in all the land no 

women were found so fair as Job‟s daughters – a prayer I prayed over each of my baby girls as 

God brought them into this world.   You might say that I have a ton of respect for Job’s wife.  I 

have literally wept over her sorrow many times.   

 

Now Job’s “friends” are a different story.  I call them his “fair weather” fellows.  These friends 

obviously got the news that their faithful and “beloved friend” was under some severe suffrage.  

From all given historical evidence, we find that these men were prominent wealthy men much 

like Job – Eliphaz, king of Themanites, son of Esau.  Bildad, the second friend/counselor, was a 

highly respected Shuhite – a Sauchean, direct bloodline to Abraham.  The third friend being 

introduced is Zophar – an inhabitant of Naamah, king of the Minaians.  The first challenge is, 

wealthy men tend to speak through their wealth and that is exactly what took place in their 

dialog with Job.  No matter what is said about those with excessive money, money does tend to 

camouflage sorrow.  When counsel is passed through earthly securities, it tends to turn 

lukewarm or emergent rather quickly. 



   

Why did they decide to come? The scriptures tell us their initial intension was to “sympathize” 

and “comfort” him.  I guess the question would be what the definition of comfort is to these so 

called “friends’?  Comfort means so many different things to so many people.  To some, it is a 

bowl of ice cream, while for others it could be having your feet held to the fire.  For wealthy 

people, hardship is typically a result of missing the reward – they tend to believe something (sin) 

is stopping the flow of prosperity.  They tend to live based on the reward system, you do well, 

you get good, you do badly, and you get bad.  So for these men to come to comfort a man who 

was barely recognizable due to being disfigured by his disease and in such pain that no words 

could bring comfort, well, they should have gained a “brownie point” just for effort.   

 

When they lifted up their eyes at a distance and did not recognize him, they raised their voices 
and wept. And each of them tore his robe and they threw dust over their heads toward the sky. 
Then they sat down on the ground with him for seven days and seven nights with no one 
speaking a word to him, for they saw that his pain was very great.  (Job 2:12-13) 
 
Friend One:  As I look back on my recent hospital experience and I look at several visitors who 
came to bring me comfort.  The first was a young man that came to clear his conscience, he 
said, I couldn‟t bear the thought of something happening to you (death) before I got a chance to 
seek your forgiveness,”  I smiled, he confessed more stuff, we prayed, and I never saw or heard 
from him again.  To whom was he comforting?  Was it me?  Not really – in due time, I looked 
back as this as an enormous act of betrayal.  For him, it was obviously to free himself from a life 
of guilt.   
 
Friend Two:  Another visitor came with yet another form of comfort – this one from the land of 
wealth.  After a period of silence, he says, do you think that there is something in your life that 
would cause God to allow this?  After I told him my heart failure was a result of a virus but that I 
didn‟t want God to let up on me until I learned everything He had in store for me, a look of 
disappointment came over him.  It is almost like he wanted me to suffer more in the thought of 
the rebuke of God than the heart failure itself.  It was through this particular “friend’s” expression 
of comfort that God began to journey me through the truest definition of friendship.        
 
Friend Three:  There was yet another kind of comforter that came to me that week – those who 
feared what would happen to them if their “counselor” was dead.  These “friends” came with 
words and gifts of comfort but within a short period of time, the discussion turned toward their 
own personal problems and without delay, started asking for counsel.   Here I was, moments 
from death, even upon their visit, and their asking for advice.  This group opened my eyes to yet 
another reality of true friendship.   
 
There were four different types of friends that came to visit me that week but the third was the 
most difficult to embrace.  The first group – well, you can’t expect depth out of shallowness.  
The second group, I could appreciate their desire for freedom but the third, these people 
thought they were true and honorable friends.  When in God’s reality, they were fearful of what 
the cost would be like for them if I wasn’t around.   They suffered with the deception that 
because they were close enough to get regular counsel –they were close friends.  The problem 
was, I was caught up in the deception as well.  I had to be shown by the Lord that I too found 
closeness and friendship in giving my life away.  My grievous struggle came when group three 
took a hike.  Yes – full on betrayal.  When they discovered that I was not available for “regular” 
counsel, they were nowhere to be found.  Sparse spiritual, psychological or physical support 
offered.  One of my board members said in one of our moments of deep financial need, now is 



the time when you will discover who your real friends are.  I hate to admit it, but – I am a man of 
few friends. 
 
 I will speak later about the fourth group of friends that God used to actually sustain me in the 
most difficult year of my entire life but for now, I would like to share some of the intimate lessons 
embraced as a result of the first three.  Keep in mind, I will not even attempt to measure my pain 
up against Jobs’ – God forbid, but I will use my notes from the study of his life.   
 
A lot can be learned about the man by his confession.  What words come out of the mouth when 
pain and suffering finally break him?  Do they curse God?  Man?  Both?  Or do his words level 
the playing field of his own existence?  One of the critical points of interest I have learned to 
watch for in myself, as well as others, is who and where does the blame get casted?   
 
Edikat Stop: 
 
I am a man who believes in the literal meaning of Jesus’ words through Paul.  Particularly these: 
 
And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to 
those who are called according to His purpose. Rom 8:28 NASB) 
 
There is nothing that is allowed to happen to us that are not managed by the Hand of God – not 
one thing.  The things that are allowed are to produce clarity of our reason for being on this 
defiled earth – that of our daily calling.  I have found the truest element of Paul’s statement to be 
and we know, to be most challenging.  As a counselor of 30 plus years, I have found this to be 
one of the most fought Truths in the Bible for true indwelt Christians.  I have shared this verse 
so many times with hurting people that it is embedded in my memory for Eternity.  But, I myself 
find my flesh wagging war against this simple proclamation of God.  When we truly know 
something, that particular thing that we know literally becomes a part of who we are.  I was once 
of the habit of telling indwelt Christians to memorize this passage in order to make it True for 
them.  Boy was I wrong!  Memorization does nothing more than create hypocrisy and guilt – 
unless it is embraced through the power of the Holy Spirit.  This brings me to my four points:    
 

1. And we know – the Truth of this verse is not pro-active until we experientially know. 
2. God causes – He will orchestrate all things for the good and not necessarily for the 

good of everyone who reads this passage.  The “good” being spoken of here is 
sustainably “conditional.”   

3. Those who love God - it is only for those who love God and love is evidenced through 
obedience.   

4. His purpose – this conditional guide is all conclusive.  The allotments of trials in one’s 
life are fruitless unless they directly benefit God’s higher calling.  

 

The emphasis of this verse is not on the human but rather on God and the calling He has placed 

upon the True believer.  When we accept the choosing of God and become born-again, we 

become lovers of God and partakers of His higher calling.  When we use this passage like a 

comfort Band-Aid, it becomes irrelevant.  We earth dwells classically make the scriptures all 

about us.  Often times as humans, our world becomes as large as our pain and suffering.  Even 

though God understands this (for He created us) He is still obligated to break us of this habit.  

Everything is for His Divine purpose; we are mere tools for His service, favored tools for certain, 

but still - tools.  This is why we are called bond-servants of Christ. All of our joys, pains and 

sufferings are for His benefit!  



 

Afterward Job opened his mouth and cursed the day of his birth. (Job 3:1 NASB) 
 
In the presence of his “friends,” Job concludes his sufferings with cursed is the day of his birth.  
In fact, the next 25 verses are filled with his self-life sentiments.  Is it appropriate for him to 
come down on himself to this measure?  Does Job have a “self-esteem” problem?  Is he feeling 
sorry for himself or is he in his deplorable state connecting with God’s reality? 
 
Job is being more real with God’s reality than most humans who have ever walked the face of 
the earth.  For all of our readers who are in the nasty habit of “loving themselves,” these 
following 25 verses are going to be offensive at best.  Allow me to quote for you a few New 
Testament passages: 
 
For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself. (Gal 6:3 NASB) 
 
Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as 
more important than yourselves; (Php 2:3 NASB) 
 
For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with 
gratitude; (1Ti 4:4 NASB) 
 
For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. (1Co 2:2 
NASB) 
 
For I am conscious of nothing against myself, yet I am not by this acquitted; but the one who 
examines me is the Lord. (1Co 4:4 NASB) 
 
If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so 
as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. (1Co 13:2 NASB) 
 
I have become foolish; you yourselves compelled me. Actually I should have been commended 
by you, for in no respect was I inferior to the most eminent apostles, even though I am a 
nobody. (2Co 12:11 NASB) 
 
All of these passages are extremely powerful but I want to emphasize 2Corinthinans 12:11 and 
Galatians 6:3.  Job is demonstrating the Truth of God’s conclusions of man.  He clearly reminds 
us throughout all the scriptures that we are NOTHING and NOBODIES.  When we as God’s 
Divine Creation begin to think that we are SOMETHING, we start demanding the treatment of a 
self-indulged spoiled child.  Job is concluding the reality of our New Testament scripture even 
though his writings are the first recorded by the pen of man.  Yes – chronologically, the book of 
Job is the first. God starts His earthly writings with the humility of NOTHINGNESS and in the 
book of Revelation – finishes with it.        
      

Just for the sake of irony, I want to state Paul’s conclusion of himself opposite of the actual 

Truth: 

 

For when I think I am nothing, when in reality I am something – I deceive myself.  

 

This reader is the most dangerous worldly teaching in the church today.  Psychobabble has 

entered the backdoors, OK front doors, of our churches with a feel good gospel.  Teaching 



people of love themselves and establish boundaries between those who teach a different kind of 

Gospel.  This “feel good gospel” is not what I find written in the Word of God.  God is clear 

regarding the Truth of man’s pride of thinking more highly of himself than he aught.   

 

But have nothing to do with worldly fables fit only for old women. On the other hand, discipline 
yourself for the purpose of godliness; (1Ti 4:7 NASB) 
 

Self-relevance, or self-love, is a living and active foundational lie at the base of the Emergent 

lukewarm church of our post-modern world.  If you don’t believe me, listen to this: 

 

"He who loves his life loses it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it to life eternal.  
(Joh 12:25 NASB) 
 
Jesus could not make it any clearer to us.  If post-modern “Christians” are duped into loving 

themselves, they will end up losing by missing the True Gospel of Jesus Christ.  On the other 

hand, those that understand what it means to hate their own lives will find Eternal Life.  I know 

this is in direct contradiction to almost every self-help “Christian” book on the market today, but 

it IS the Truth. 

 

I have no problem with saying I hate myself/flesh, neither does Job and nor should you.  It is a 

healthy perspective in light of the frailties of man.  Believing this does not erase the importance 

of being a child of God or the Bride of Christ.  It brings proper perspective to the act of Grace 

that the Groom had to perform on the Cross.  The Word shows me that I continue to do things 

that are not in line with who I am in Christ.  He goes on to say that sin continues to dwell in me, 

even though it is not me.   

 

For what I am doing, I do not understand; for I am not practicing what I would like to do, but I am 
doing the very thing I hate. But if I do the very thing I do not want to do, I agree with the Law, 
confessing that the Law is good. So now, no longer am I the one doing it, but sin which dwells in 
me. (Rom 7:15-17 NASB) 
 
This is the conclusion of Job in chapter 3.  He is stating the exact same thing in a Hebrew 

fashion.  Job’s friends may be ready to pounce on him with chapters of the worldly fables of Job 

feeling sorry for himself, but God knows exactly what he is expressing.  Allow me to make some 

bullet points of chapter 3: 

 

 When we are suffering Permissible Suffocation, we are prompted to curse something 

or someone.  Job is not about to curse God.  In his rightful mind, he is putting things 

into perspective by placing the curse on the day of his birth.   

 He concludes that there should not be joy shouted over the day he was conceived.  He 

is reckoning that no life brings joy except for the life of his God, therefore, he is not 

about to rob God of his glory in his allotment of permissible suffering.  Behind his 

despair, is a reality check of who is the Who in all things – even the sufferings of his 

mortal being.  His confession brings Paul’s words to life: he who thinks he is 

something, when he is nothing, deceives himself. 



 In verse 11 he questions the mission of his own life: why did I not die at birth, come 

forth from my mother‟s womb?  All of mankind must sooner or later embrace the 

purpose of all things working together for the good and our calling here on earth.  Job 

is right in the middle of processing one of the most important reasons for his existence.  

In this passage, he is confessing to the full humanness of his earthly sole.  God is 

setting the stage for a life lesson that will be preached for all Eternity.   

 The book of Job is one of the most preached books when it comes to the topic of 

suffering.  Most of the teachings I have heard, or read, typically are candy coated with 

the emphasis being placed on humans – not the upward calling or purposes of God.  

Contained within the original meaning of Job’s sufferings, we find the True Gospel of 

Jesus Christ.   

 The afflictions brought on Job are similar to the afflictions he (Satan) is allowed to 

bring upon Jesus during His time on earth.  Not once did you hear or see Jesus 

turning His focus to human suffering.  Rather, He consistently turned to His Father to 

gain the strength to endure the permissible sufferings allotted by God.  There was one 

occasion where He asked the Father to allow this cup of suffering to pass before Him 

but concluded with Thy will be done.  Job too is in this same garden, being positioned 

to shift his focus from Job’s will being done to that of His loving Father. 

 In verse 20 Job asks the question: Why is light given to him who suffers, and life to the 

bitter soul, who long for death, but there is none, and dig for it more than for hidden 

treasures, who rejoice greatly, and exult when they find the grave?  I don’t know if you 

have ever been in such a suffering position that you were begging for death – I have.  

When your there, only one question is begging to be asked – why.  The light of God’s 

life and message is found in these moments.  The light of His Gospel is best preached 

when darkness covers us like the grave.  It is the clearest, brightest and easiest to see.  

Job was about to discover this! 

 In verse 23, Job’s human interpretation of the “hedge” appears to be negative and 

restraining.  I am not sure if he was fully aware at the time that this “hedge” is still 

protecting him.  The reason Job is wondering about why he is still alive or was alive 

from birth, is because of God’s Holy hedge of protection.  God’s permissible 

measurement of affliction is still within the “hedge.”  Remember when God said to 

Satan: All that he has is in your hands but do not take his life.  It appears Job hasn’t 

realized it yet but God is continuing to show acts of mercy and love by sparing his life.  

In the last chapter of Job we are given the reasons why.  

 Job says: For what I fear comes upon me, and what I dread befalls me.  This is not a 

proclamation of self-fulfilling prophesy!  It is a reality statement of how he feels.  Did he 

feel that he could lose all that he had in his years of prosperity?  I hope so.  God gives 

and He takes away.  He just wants Job to know that he came into this world with 

nothing and thus will be leaving with nothing.  He is bringing Job to a point of repenting 

from dust to ashes regarding the expectations of man.  If you have read on, you know 

that this is exactly what happens.   

 Finally in verse 26 he states: I am not at ease, nor am I quiet, and I am not at rest, but 
turmoil comes.  This is at the heart of Job’s life lesson, being at rest and not being 
anxious for anything but in everything letting his request be known unto God.  In 



conclusion of Job’s honest appraisal, he knows that: "He who loves his life loses it, 
and he who hates his life in this world will keep it to life eternal.  

      

It is after this life changing confession that Job has to endure the most difficult part of his 

journey of suffering – the emergent counsel of his friends.  Job being at the lowest point of his 

existence will even make things worse.  His honest confession before these “brothers” is used 

as a weapon to rub his face into the ashes of his demise.   

 

ONE OF JOB’S COUNSELORS SPEAKS – Chapter 4-5 

 

The first “counselor” opens his mouth.  Eliphaz dares to even speak fearing that Job will 

become impatient but, as the scriptures show us – he must.  He starts reminding Job of how 

many people he himself as counseled and helped.  Then he says to Job: But now it has come to 

you, and you are impatient; it touches you, and you are dismayed.  Who does he think he is - 

God?  This technique is a common one used when a man of God is down.  Kind of like when 

the Pharisees said Great physician, heal thyself.  Eliphaz is basically telling Job to practice what 

he preaches.  How rude!  Who is really lacking compassion here?  This counselor is building a 

case throughout this chapter that Job’s sufferings are a direct result of God’s anger toward him 

because of either falling into sin, or sinking under calamity and trial.  He even tells Job that his 

strength, confidence and integrity come from his fear of God.  That is not good counsel.  Job’s 

confidence and integrity did not come from his actions or fear but rather in him knowing that 

God is God and He can and will do anything He pleases. Job was in the habit of believing that if 

God said it, it must be True and who was He to question the hand of God.  Was he perfect in 

this?  No – probably not.  We find later when he has an open dialog with God that Job suffers 

with asking questions that shouldn’t be asked.  Eliphaz speech is elegant and ruddy but none 

the less – off base. 

 

I am assuming that Eliphaz was doing the best job he knew how but it is circumstantial, or 

externally focused, at best.  He isn’t really striking at the core of what is going on with Job. I 

have heard sermons preached on this man’s words like they are dainty morsels from Heaven.  

They certainly make good sermon notes for the lukewarm church but not for a preacher who 

really wants to get to the heart of the reason for all Job’s sufferings.  Eliphaz puts the emphasis 

on if a man was confident in God, that God would heal him of these sufferings and Job would be 

able to go to his grave with much vigor.  Read carefully:   

 

"From six troubles He will deliver you, Even in seven evil will not touch you. "In famine He will 
redeem you from death, and in war from the power of the sword. "You will be hidden from the 
scourge of the tongue, and you will not be afraid of violence when it comes. “You will laugh at 
violence and famine, and you will not be afraid of wild beasts. "For you will be in league with the 
stones of the field, And the beasts of the field will be at peace with you. "You will know that your 
tent is secure, for you will visit your abode and fear no loss. "You will know also that your 
descendants will be many, and your offspring as the grass of the earth. "You will come to the 
grave in full vigor, like the stacking of grain in its season. "Behold this; we have investigated it, 
and so it is. Hear it, and know for yourself." (Job 5:19-27 NASB) 
 
 Did Eliphaz not listen to Job’s story?  Did he not see how this unfolded on Job or in his 

ignorance preach words from worldly fables?  He has the rigidity to proclaim that Job should 



have been able to stay vigorous under any circumstance evil placed upon him.  Job isn’t afraid 

of scourge of the tongue or violence of the evil one – his story had already proven that.  He 

really expected Job to laugh in the face of calamity and not be afraid of wild beasts.  Laughing in 

the face of calamity would be laughing in the face of the One who granted permission for the 

calamity.  Job had more sense than that!  He knew that he was dealing with the Hand of God.  

His first counselor was obviously under the belief that all negative experiences are evil and if 

Job was experiencing calamity – he was sinning and if Job could hear it, and know if for himself, 

he would be freed of such adversity. 

 

JOB RESPONDS TO ELIPHAZ’S COUNSEL – Chapter 6 

 

Job most likely exasperated, he says: Oh that my grief were actually weighed and laid in the 

balances together with my calamity.  Obviously begging for someone to carefully weigh his pain 

and suffering.  Job quickly turns the focus right back to where it should be: For the arrows of the 

Almighty are WITHIN me, their poison my spirit drink; the terrors of God are arrayed against me.  

Is God against him?  Is Job suffering from some self-pity here?  Not really.  Job knows that all 

things come by the permissible Hand of the Almighty.  He is certainly having a difficult time 

understanding why God is doing what He is doing but he continues to put the focus in the right 

arena.  This is a God thing, not a Job thing.  Figuring out the “why” is what is going to get Job in 

trouble with the Lord – which we learn in a later chapter.  Job at this point in his writings is in 

desperate need of figuring out the “why.”  He is by no means NOT rejoicing in his pain or 

denying the Words of God. 

 

"But it is still my consolation, and I rejoice in unsparing pain, that I have not denied the words of 
the Holy One. (Job 6:10 NASB) 
 
Job is so careful not to curse God in his words or his conclusions.  He is in great wonder as to 

why he should be waiting for the answer to his cry.  He wants to know the end reason for his 

waiting so he can endure with confidence.  It is certain that he has a small confidence proplem 

but not the kind that accuses the mind of the Lord.  As for his friends, he asks: For the 

despairing man there should be kindness from his friend; so that he does not forsake the fear of 

the Almighty.  Job is not getting a lot of compassion from his first “friend.”  He even goes so far 

to say that his brothers have acted deceitfully like a wadi (brook), like the torrents of wadis 

which vanish, which are turbid because of ice and into which the snow melts. In other words, 

here today, and gone tomorrow, they are not providing him with any proper counsel that will 

empower him to keep up the good fight.  The truth of the matter is that these “friends” came in 

confounded and perplexed – they have no clue how to comfort their “brother.”  These “friends” 

see the terror striking the life of Job and they too are afraid, in fact Job says, you see terror and 

are afraid.   

 

Job really doesn’t want anything from these men, outside of a little empathy and comfort.  He 

isn’t even asking for them to deliver him from the hand of adversity or redeem him from the 

hand of tyrants.  What Job does do is humbles himself by saying: Teach me, and I will be silent; 

and show me how I have erred.  He goes on to say: how painful are honest words but what 

does your argument prove?  He even goes so far as asking them to please look at me, and see 



if I lie to your face.  Since they are incapable of offering such solace, Job’s discomfort deepens. 

Due to this, Job asks his “friends” to desist now, let there be no injustice; even desist, my 

righteousness is yet in it.  Through all of this, Job still is about his wits.  There is no injustice on 

his tongue and he is continues to be able to discern calamity! 

 

JOB DEFINES THE MAGNITUDE OF HIS SUFFERING – Chapter 7 

 

Job here excuses what he could not justify, his desire of death. He clearly states man’s reason, 

at least as he knows it, for being on this earth.  He is here and not in his grave.  Is there a larger 

reason why he is still here?  He is soon to find the answer to this question - yes, certainly, and 

the appointment is made by Him who made him.  Thus far his conclusion is to labor for the 

Creator and he is to make an account of his actions at the end of each day.  Job had as much 

reason, in his mind, to wish for death, as a poor servant that is tired at the end of each day’s 

work, when he shall go and rest. Job is proclaiming: so I am allotted months of vainity, and 

nights of trouble are appointed me.  When I lie down I say, „When shall I arise?‟ But the night 

continues, and I am continually tossed until dawn.  He is doing a comparison of an average man 

of labor.  Another mistake he later learns.   

 

Job is about to learn that when a man is unable to work for God and is “forced” to sit still quietly 

for Him, he is still accepted by His loving Father. But if, while he lives, he is to live unto the Lord, 

in work, as unto Him, it will be all for the love of God, no matter what God’s reasons are for 

placing him by still waters.  Instead, Job fights his night terrors and continues in permissible 

suffocation: 

 

"If I say, 'My bed will comfort me, My couch will ease my complaint,' then You frighten me with 
dreams and terrify me by visions; so that my soul would choose suffocation, death rather than 
my pains.”  (Job 7:13-15 NASB) 
 
He certainly is in a bad way, as they say.  But at the end of this profound chapter, we see Job 

once again turn to God with his perplexing questions: 

 

 "What is man that You magnify him, and that You are concerned about him, that You examine 
him every morning and try him every moment?  

 
"Will You never turn Your gaze away from me, Nor let me alone until I swallow my spittle?  
 
"Have I sinned? What have I done to You, O watcher of men? Why have You set me as Your 

target, So that I am a burden to myself?  
 
"Why then do You not pardon my transgression And take away my iniquity?" 

 

I refuse to turn Job into anything other than that of a man.  He is warring over the common 
questions anyone would, or does, have in a time of despair.  The plain truth is he is coming to 
the end of himself.  Job stays steadfast and reasons with God concerning his dealings with man 
– not the Almighty. But in the midst of this discourse, Job seems to have lifted up his thoughts 
once again to God with some faith and hope hidden within the recesses of his sorrow. He does 
what most healhy men of God do – wrestles with his concern over his own sin. The best of the 



best do this.  When push comes to shove, he is preserving his life my not accusing God of being 
unjust!  Job maintained, against the wishes of his friends, that he was not a hypocrite, not a 
wicked man, yet he owns to his God, that he had sinned. What is his sin?  His sin is most likely 
that of questioning God with too many questions.  This poor sole just wants relief, so he 
earnestly begs forgiveness of his sins. He means more than the removing of his outward 
trouble, and is quite focused on the return of God's presence, a desire that all of us thirst for 
daily – or should. 

 

I recall a time when I was feeling such despair.  My heart was questioning the Hand of God and 
honestly, I was becoming weary of Him.  Whenever I am in such a way, and call out to God, the 
advice I get from Him is usually unsettling at first.  Here is an entry in my journal after feeling 
such despair: 

 

Yet you have not called on me O Stephen; but you have become weary of Me.  You have not 

brought Me the first fruit of your offerings; nor have you honored Me with your sacrifices.  I have 

not burdened you with offerings, nor wearied you with fruitless prayers.  You have not used the 

resources I have given you to purchase opportunities for My message.  Neither have you filled 

Me with the best of My blessings I have imparted to you; rather you have burdened Me with 

your sins.  You have wearied Me with your guilt.  I, even I, am the One who wipes out your sins 

for My own sake; and I will not remember your sins.  Put Me Stephen in your remembrance; let 

us together argue our case, state your cause, that you may be proved right as My beloved 

servant.  Your forefathers have sinned before Me and those who speak on your behalf have 

sinned against Me.  Unless they walk in My ways, I will pollute the place they dwell.  For I have 

called you to lead them into My presence!  Show them My ways by your testimony. 

This is not what I expected to hear.  I wanted God to feel sorry for me.  But, in God’s typical and 
mighty way, He calls forth the real issue in my heart.  For example: 

 

1. I became weary of God.   
2. I was not bringing God His first fruit of His offering to me. 
3. I was not honoring God with my sacrifices. 
4. I was not using the resources He was given me to advance His Kingdom work. 
5. I was not filling Him with His own blessings. 
6. I was burdening Him with my sins. 
7. I was wearing Him with my unbelief regarding true forgiveness. 
8. I was not allowing God to argue my case before my enemy. 
9. I was not leading those who were persecuting me. 

 

Do you see how many I’s are involved in my error in serving my God?  After studying the book 
of Job, I find some mind altering similarities between what Job was suffering and that of my 
own.  When we suffer permissible suffocation, humans tend to default back to me-me-me.  I 
don’t think the frailty of Job’s story is much different.  I am aware that we tend to turn normal 
men of God in the Bible into super-heroes.  I too am guilty of this, but through the ages of my 
own existence, I am learning NOT to commit such sins. 

 

Shortly after pondering the above message from the Lord, I was overwhelmed with the 
humanness of my own cry to God.  Rarely does God leave me hanging without offering me the 
Truth that will set me free.  Moments later, He gives me this: 



 

But now Stephen, listen, My servant; and those that are following you: „Thus says the Lord who 

made each of you and formed you from the womb, who will help you, do not fear, O Children, 

My servants; and you Stephen whom I have chosen.  For I will pour out water on their thirsty 

land and streams on their dry lands and blessings for their dry and desperate souls; I will pour 

out My Spirit on your offspring Stephen, and My blessing on your descendants; and they will 

spring up among the grass like poplars by streams of water.‟ 

There will be those who say, „I am the Lord‟s;‟ and some will call upon the name of Stephen.  

But I say to you Stephen, direct them to Me.  For calling upon any other name other than Mine 

will lead to despair.  For the flesh of men call upon men but the Spirit within them only calls out 

to Me.  Direct them to hear Me through the Spirit that I have put within them.  For I say, the King 

of Israel and your Redeemer, My Son, the Lord of hosts: I am the first and I am the last, and 

there is no God besides Me.  Man has fallen far from Me, for they call upon the deception of 

power, fame and the name they try to make for themselves.  When man exalts his name above 

Mine, they deny the power of My name – My Word. 

Hmmm – counsel from the Lord.  Something I always thirst for but clearly defy under intense 
circumstantial sufferings. God’s perspective of my despair is not focused on me, but rather on 
Him accomplishing His work!  And if you notice, it is not the work in Me, that’s a given, but on 
those who I am responsible for in ministry.  The above statements show me this: 

 

1. He calls me by name. 
2. He is the One to be served and I am the servant. 
3. He asks me to listen carefully & those that follow me. 
4. He formed me and my circumstances. 
5. He is a God of help. 
6. He requires fear of Him and not of man. 
7. He is the One that choose me.  I did not choose Him. 
8. He will do the pouring out of living water onto those I minister. 
9. He will bless my offspring IF I do this. 
10. He wants to be the Counselor in me. 
11. He wants me to direct all to Him – not me. 
12. He is the Redeemer – I am not. 
13. He is the only One who deserves to be infamous. 

 

Here we see the difference between me and He.  God is all about Himself.  He is the only One 
who has the right to be “self-centered” – rightfully so.  I really wonder if this was the full on 
lesson God was showing Job.  Even though we know that the real issue of the story of Job is all 
about God and His adversary Satan, but my experience is that God makes use of everything 
Satan throws at His people.  God wants Job to proclaim and declare that there is NO God like 
his God.  He wants him to recount the order since the birth of Job’s life – which he (Job) is 
presently cursing.  He wants Job to declare to the world the things that are coming and the 
events that are going to take place once this trial is behind him.  He certainly does not want Job 
to forget the promises He gave him throughout his life.  God has a specific purpose for Job’s life 
and it appears that Job is losing sight of it.  I recall another entry from the Lord in my journal that 
reflects similar mandates: 

 



 

Stephen, who is like Me?  Proclaim and declare it; yes, recount it to Me in order, from the time 

that I established My calling for your life.  Declare to the world the things that are coming and 

the events that are going to take place.  As I send you out, do not tremble and do not be afraid; 

have I not long since announced it to you and declared it?  Forget not the promise I gave you in 

your youth; „For I have called you to speak out My message to the nations.  Fear not, for I will 

put My Words in your mouth, I will touch your mouth with the power of My hand.  Do not use the 

excuse that you are only a youth.  Go now and proclaim My Words.‟  Cherish these Words all 

the days of your life Stephen.  You are My witness, is there any God besides Me, or is there any 

other Rock?  I know of none – do you? 

I have had a great love for eschatology for many years.  My wife’s mother, when I was a young 
Christian, would read to me the book of Daniel, Ezekiel and Revelation.  She once said that God 
would use me to proclaim these Words unto a dark and depraved world.  At the time, I thought 
she was just being a mom.  Many years later, God tells me to pick up my feathered pen, for He 
was about to unfold my purpose.  The above statements is what came forth. 

 

Still the same, I had this relenting question of: why all the suffering and rejection?  After I got 
saved at the age of sixteen, even though my functional illiteracy, I asked for half the wisdom that 
this King Solomon had in the Bible.  Not because I wanted to be the big man on the block but 
rather I felt so stupid in life and wanted to be a man of wisdom.  For the first time in my new 
walk as a Christian, I heard God in the recesses of my mind; He said: 

 

For I shall grant you this request but it will come with a price! 

 

He then led me to Ecclesiastes – six years later after my wife taught me how to read.  It says: 

 

Because in much wisdom there is much grief, and increasing knowledge results in increasing 
pain. (Ecc 1:18 NASB) 
 
My first response was: Oh thanks God!  Later, much later, after life began to unfold the grief and 
pain, I realized that for anyone to be wise and understanding, that they would be called to 
embraced pain and suffering.  From my feeble minds perspective, that was an understatement.  

 

This is why I have such a respect for Job.  His level of sufferings was comparable to his level of 
wisdom and leadership.  In the book of Luke we find: 

 

From everyone who has been given much, much will be required; and to whom they entrusted 
much, of him they will ask all the more. (Luk 12:48 NASB) 
 
Could this be what is going on with Job?  Is his level of suffering comparable to his level of 
wisdom and leadership?  I say – yes!  In the beginning of this book, God did say to Satan: Have 
you considered My servant Job?  For thee is no one like him on the earth, a blameless and 
upright man, fearing God and turning away from evil.  Now if God says something like that, it is 
true.  I am certainly going to believe God over Job’s “friends.” With that being said, in our next 
account of the story of Job, his second “friend” is about to reveal more stupidity.       

  



 

THE SECOND OF JOB’S COUNSELORS SPEAK – Chapter 8 

 

Job did an awesome job of communicating his perspective of his suffering but his “friend” 
Bildad, like an eager, angry disputant, changes the mood with this: 

 

"How long will you say these things, And the words of your mouth be a mighty wind? "Does God 
pervert justice? Or does the Almighty pervert what is right? "If your sons sinned against Him, 
Then He delivered them into the power of their transgression. (Job 8:2-4 NASB) 
 
Now his “friend” picks on his sons?  This is a bit much!  Bildad is not impressed with Job’s 
conclusion, nor the conclusion of why his children died.  He certainly is showing the ignorance 
of NOT knowing Job.  Job already owned that God did not pervert judgment; yet what does that 
have to do with his children, or that they had committed some great sin against God.  I don’t 
remember reading anything about the sins of his children being in the dialog between God and 
Satan.  Bildad’s beliefs are of extraordinary afflictions are because of extraordinary sins.  Bad 
theology Bildad!  Yes – sometimes this is true but not in this case.  This story is not about Job’s 
children, his wife or any other human – it is about God, Job and Satan.  This counselor has 
some serious lies floating around in his head.  His speech is rhetorical and punitive at best.  
Read Bildad’s conclusion:   

 

"Lo, God will not reject a man of integrity, Nor will He support the evildoers. "He will yet fill your 
mouth with laughter and your lips with shouting. "Those who hate you will be clothed with 
shame, and the tent of the wicked will be no longer."  (Job 8:20-22 NASB) 
 
He is directly associating pain and suffering with the rejection of God.  Wow – is that a mistake.  

God warns throughout the scriptures that man will suffer.  Jesus said you will suffer as I have 

suffered.  Do you see what Bildad is actually saying here?  As Bildad’s message trickles down 

through the ages, he is covertly accusing Jesus of not being a man of integrity, thus placing the 

same accusation on God.  Hummm – not good. There is more to Bildad’s fluff if you want to 

read it but this is the earliest form of prosperity doctrine noted in the Word.  A doctrine God does 

NOT support.  

 

When we fashion a graven image like Bildad is doing here, they become futile and these 

externals he speaks of are of no profit – even if he himself does not see how the adoption of 

such will ultimately put him to shame.  Bildad is fashioning a god, an idol, of fake profit.  

Because of this fruitless advise, Bildad will soon be put to shame by the Lord Himself – for the 

crafting of such toys are futile plans and speculations of mere men.  Job’s second “friend” is not 

in a mind-set of trembling before the living God.  Any plans that man attempts to shape in His 

own strength are sure to fail. 

 

I have learned this over and over again.  God is quick to slow the works of man down in order to 

speed up the mighty works of Heaven.  He is really good at it.  This reminds me of a time when 

God was confronting me, in love, regarding my efforts of adding “add-ons” to the ministry He 

called me to.  I was exaggerating the efforts of God – He calls this idolatry and a lie.  Read my 

entry: 

 



When you fashion a graven image they become futile and these “precious” things are of no 

profit; even those that adopt them fail to see or know, so they will be put to shame.  Have you 

fashioned a god or built an idol to no profit?  Behold all your companions will be put to shame, 

for the craftsmen of these futile plans are of mere men.  Let them all assemble themselves, let 

them stand up, let them tremble; let them together be put to shame.  For when you try to shape 

your plans using your own strength and have needs and your strength fails; and you refuse to 

drink My living water, you will become weary.  For when you make plans to provide for yourself 

and your household, and make these plans in the form of a man, like the beauty of man, so that 

you can sit secure in your house, these will become the things that I your Lord will burn up with 

my fire of baptism.  For these things I will burn, in order that you do not make them as a god and 

worship it and fall down before it. 

Stephen, there are times that you offer to Me half of what I give you and the other half you make 

into a graven image so that your flesh will be deceptively satisfied.  For these graven images will 

not deliver you.  If you do this thing, you will feed on the ashes of a deceived heart and once 

again turn away from Me.  Is there not a lie in your right hand? 

Critical Note:  Please keep in mind that these entries are not replacing the Word of God – not 

one bit.  They are personal writings of thoughts that I believe God put in my head to help me 

understand the Word.  I have never had an entry to date that does not match the written Word, 

in fact, these entries are directly from His written Word. 

 

Oh boy, feed on the ashes of a deceived heart – that is flat out ugly!  I think this is what Bildad is 

doing.  He is taking some relevant Truths of God and mixing them with worldly fables.  The end 

result is idols of futility.  Allow me to summarize the personal lessons I gained from the above 

entry: 

 

 Graven images (externals) are of no profit. 

 Graven images form idols. 

 Idols bring shame and despair upon us. 

 All our companions, or friends, those who teach such will be put to shame. 

 When we form these images in our own strength, our strength will fail and we will refuse 

to drink the Living Water – sound wisdom from God. 

 Once this happens, we become weary. 

 When we make plans aside from God’s, He will burn them up through baptism of fire – 

sufferings. 

 He does this in order for us not to fall down and worship these graven images, for when 

we do – it is worshiping the author of them, Satan. 

 God clearly says that we attempt to satisfy ourselves through these deceptive images. 

 He also clarifies that these images will NOT deliver us but rather usher us into deeper 

bondage to the father of lies – Satan. 

 The result – you will feed on the ashes of our demise. 

 

It should be clear to each of us that we all fall into mixing Truth with worldly fables.  I’m afraid is 

it a part of our humanness.  Most of us don’t purposely do what Job’s friends are doing but if we 



are not lead by the indwelling power of the Holy Spirit, we are bound to do this.  It makes me 

sick thinking about how many times I have given half-truths, psychobabble, to those I have been 

ministering.  It takes much grief, pain and suffering to purify our counsel to others.  It is a fact 

that comes with our baptism of fire.  We cannot beat ourselves with guilt or hesitate to move 

forward – we simply must embrace the lesson of our permissible suffocation and choose to 

become wiser still.   

 

JOB RESPONDS TO BILDAD’S COUNSEL – Chapter 9 

 

Job starts out by declaring that he indeed did not doubt the true and honorable justice of God, 

when he refused to accept the fact that they were calling him a hypocrite, for he says: how 

should man be just with God?  He clearly communicates his guilt of sins more than his “friends” 

could count and that he could not justify them before God, therefore he deserved worse than the 

permissible sufferings allotted to him by his God.  An interesting note here, when Job is talking 

about the wisdom and power of God, he actually forgets about his sufferings and puts less of an 

emphasis on them.  A practice God wants all of His children to master.  Job knew, as we 

should, we are unfit to question or judge the actions of God.  He has come to realize in a very 

personal way that the acts and decisions of God no creature can resist.  If Job did not come to 

this conclusion, he would think that those who think they have power and strength to help 

themselves, or others, could actually battle such permissible sufferings.   

 

At this point in our reading, Job is still in harmony with God’s view of him - For thee is no one 

like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, fearing God and turning away from evil.  

The lesson that we are not sure he is embracing yet is that of between suffering and the Hand 

of the Lord, is a question of might, and not right.  Job is showing some signs of beginning to 

manifest an attitude toward God.  It is this attitude that God personally addresses in his face-to-

face encounter with Job.  The rhetorical question that continues to plague the mind of Job is that 

of his reflection on God’s righteous ways and justice are directly connected to suffering but for 

what cause. 

 

In this chapter, Job reflects upon the main point of his “friends” argument.  His beloved “friends” 

continue to be steadfast in their opinion that those who are righteous before God, always 

prosper in the world that He Created and that only those who are in sin are in pain and 

suffering.  This, as stated earlier, is none other than prosperity doctrine.  Job too maintains his 

passion for the purity of God, but in his passion he is forgetting to guard his mouth, a sin that 

many of us passionate teachers fall into.  Job is steadfast in not forgetting who God is and the 

majestic throne He occupies.  He is not clear on that fact that God wiped out his guilt and that 

he is a redeemed child of the Living God. 

 

I can relate to his dilemma, I think most can.  One of the main things I suffer with in my Christian 

walk is the Truth of God wiping away all of my sins and offering me redemption on a daily basis.  

Not long ago, I was wrestling this very principle with God.  His response: 

 



Remember these things, O Stephen, for you are My servant; I have formed you, you are My 

servant and you will not be forgotten by Me.  I have wiped out your guilt like a thick cloud, and 

your sins like a heavy mist.  Return to Me, for I have redeemed you.  I have renamed you this 

day – „the redeemed.‟  „Shout for joy, O heavens, for I the Lord have done it!  For I have 

delivered My child!  Shout joyfully, you lower parts of the earth; break forth into a shout of joy 

you mountains, O forest, and every tree in it; for the Lord has redeemed Stephen and in My 

body I show forth My glory.‟ 

I say to you Stephen, your Redeemer, and the One who formed you from the womb, „I the Lord, 

am the maker of all things, stretching out the heavens by Myself, and spreading out the earth all 

alone, causing the omens of boasters to fail, making fools out of diviners, causing wise men to 

draw back, and turning their knowledge into foolishness, confirming the Word I put in My servant 

Stephen, and performing the purpose of My messenger.  It is I who says of your household, she 

shall be inhabited and all the works of Stephen they shall be built.  I will raise up your ruins 

again!  It is I who says to the depth of the sea, „Be dried up and make your rivers dry.  It is I who 

said to My Son, He is My Shepherd!‟  My Son will perform all the desires I have for Stephen.  

For My Son will declare of Stephen and his household, she will be built, and of My temple, his 

body, the foundation will be laid in the life of My servant Stephen – the redeemed. 

It appears to me, this is some of what Job is learning.  God’s message, answers, do not change 
through the ages.  This is the element of God’s dwelling in the most high that comforts me the 
most.  He is never changing nor does He change the counsel to His beloved – the Bride of 
Christ.  It is always the same – thank God.  I don’t know exactly what God is communicating to 
Job at this point in our story but I can give you a few real to life lessons I gain from the above 
entry when I too was asking the same question. 

 

1. God wants me to remember what He says to me. 
2. He is the God who formed me – I did not form the Creator. 
3. I am His servant, He is not mine. 
4. He wiped away my sins and the guilt associated with them. 
5. He consistently calls me to return to Him – not external solutions. 
6. He calls His children The Redeemed Ones. 
7. He will, and does, deliver us in His perfect timing.  Usually after the lesson has broken 

us into a pile of humility. 
8. He is the maker of all things, even sufferings. 
9. He has full control over the omens, fools, diviners and wise men. 
10. We are to perform the works of God as messengers. 
11. God is the builder of our house and it is built on a rock – Jesus Christ. 
12. Any ruins that Satan provokes, He shall raise them up from the ashes. 
13. Our bodies are His temple of work and worship. 
14. He will build a foundation under our lives that will stand. 

 

Dear God, what little need we have in finding hope in earthenware.  We have such a need to 

redeem wasted time, time spent on the foolish speculations of men.  To have the mind of Christ 

in all that we say or do is our desire – why can it not be our steadfastness.  How arrogant is it 

that we find strength and joy in these frail bodies, houses, jobs, or human relationships?  May 

God stir in us a thirst to set our affections on Heavenly things and not on the earth that is soon 

to go up in flames.  Thank God for giving us a Mediator, Christ, that can provide the power to 



attain such a focus.  He, Christ, suffered a suffering that our vain imaginations cannot bear.  The 

price He paid for His Bride to inherit the answers of God were costly.  So costly, that only His 

Father knows for sure what price He had to pay.  Someday, and someday soon, we will be 

clothed with robes of righteousness – literally.  No more ashes, boils or unsightly “friends.”  May 

we learn the difference between justifying ourselves vs. experientially being justified by the God 

of the Universe.  What must it take for us to truly trust Christ to fight our battles or rebuke the 

storms that Satan blows into our lives?  If it is permissible suffocation, then let it be. 

 

Another key note here is, Job did not focus on the works of Satan, nor did God.  We live in a 

name it and claim it and renounce it and bounce it world.  Christians today put such an 

emphasis on the devil and his evil deeds.  Most are taught how to fight the enemy vs. learning 

how to embrace the honorable messages of God – like we see here with Job.  This I believe is 

one of the enemies most cleaver tactics offered to the church in our modern world.  Every form 

of credit offered, evil or good, to Satan – he will take it.  As with this story, the less talk of what 

Satan is doing and more about what God is doing, the better.  We can learn much from the life 

and afflictions of Job.  

 

"For He is not a man as I am that I may answer Him, That we may go to court together. "There 
is no umpire between us, Who may lay his hand upon us both. "Let Him remove His rod from 
me, And let not dread of Him terrify me. "Then I would speak and not fear Him; but I am not like 
that in myself. (Job 9:32-35 NASB) 
 
This is Job’s conclusive remarks to Bildad.  He (Job) is acknowledging that God is not a man as 

he is.  He knows that God in His infinite wisdom doesn’t have to answer him and that he has no 

prerogative to walk into the same courts of God.  He sees that there is no one, human or spirit, 

that comes between him and his Creator or has any power to touch the ways of God.  But then 

we hear his call once again for God to remove His rod from him so he won’t suffer the dread he 

presently has toward Him, which seems to keep him in a constant state of terror.     

 

JOB RESPONDS TO GOD IN PRAYER – Chapter 10 

 

Job becomes more and more intense about the honesty of his sole.  He openly announces he is 

intent on complaining, but still will not charge God of doing wrong.  This time his complaint is not 

directed at his “friends” but rather directly to God.  I think it wise to actually read this prayer 

before we do anymore commentating: 

 

"I will say to God, 'Do not condemn me; Let me know why You contend with me. 'Is it right for 
You indeed to oppress, To reject the labor of Your hands, And to look favorably on the schemes 
of the wicked? 'Have You eyes of flesh? Or do You see as a man sees? 'Are Your days as the 
days of a mortal, Or Your years as man's years, That You should seek for my guilt And search 
after my sin? 'According to Your knowledge I am indeed not guilty, Yet there is no deliverance 
from Your hand. 'Your hands fashioned and made me altogether, And would You destroy me? 
'Remember now, that You have made me as clay; And would You turn me into dust again? 'Did 
You not pour me out like milk And curdle me like cheese; Clothe me with skin and flesh, And 
knit me together with bones and sinews? 'You have granted me life and lovingkindness; And 
Your care has preserved my spirit. 'Yet these things You have concealed in Your heart; I know 
that this is within You: If I sin, then You would take note of me, And would not acquit me of my 



guilt. 'If I am wicked, woe to me! And if I am righteous, I dare not lift up my head. I am sated with 
disgrace and conscious of my misery. 'Should my head be lifted up, You would hunt me like a 
lion; And again You would show Your power against me. 'You renew Your witnesses against me 
And increase Your anger toward me; Hardship after hardship is with me. 'Why then have You 
brought me out of the womb? Would that I had died and no eye had seen me! 'I should have 
been as though I had not been, Carried from womb to tomb.' "Would He not let my few days 
alone? Withdraw from me that I may have a little cheer Before I go--and I shall not return-- To 
the land of darkness and deep shadow, The land of utter gloom as darkness itself, Of deep 
shadow without order, And which shines as the darkness."  (Job 10:2-22 NASB) 
 
His prayer over all is one of a call to be freed, or delivered, from his permissible suffocation.  It is 

this prayer that most likely provokes God to have this up and coming face-to-face talk with him.  

God never ignores prayer!  In his prayer he is searching for the rhyme or reason for his 

vexation.  His guilt is shining through, fearing the condemnation of God.  He wants to know 

exactly why God is contending with him this way.  He certainly is proper by phrasing his 

discontent with questions instead of accusing God, although some theologians believe that is 

exactly what he is doing.  I am not one of those.  Job is keeping his head as he appeals, yes – I 

said appeals, before God through the safest method – that of asking questions.  Here are a few 

of Job’s conclusive remarks: 

 

 He is afraid that God is condemning him 

 He wants to know why God is contending with him 

 He wants to know if it is right in God’s eyes to afflict one of His hard workers 

 He would like to know if God sees what he sees 

 He wonders if God can view life as the mere mortals 

 Is God hunting for a particular sin he has committed 

 He repents but still no deliverance – why 

 Is God about destroying him – is this the purpose 

 He views God as pouring his life out instead of making use of it 

 He acknowledges that God preserved his spirit 

 Wants to know why God is silent 

 If there was sin in him – wouldn’t God take note of him 

 He perceives God is angry at him and against him 

 He begs for a little cheer in his life before the shadow of death comes 

 

Through all this, Job did not deny that a sinner deserves suffering, but it appears that he was 

thinking that God’s justice was delivered to him with unreasonable force.  His despair and 

struggle with distorted beliefs are affecting his view of God.  This is exactly what Satan originally 

had in mind for Job.  Satan most likely was thinking he was getting really close to accomplishing 

his mission.  But – Job maintains a clear head. Job is an anointed one of God, nothing can 

change that.  God will soon enough subdue Job’s place of misery.  God remains silent for a 

reason, the punishment planned for Satan has not yet occurred.  Remember, this is all about a 

proving between God and His enemy – this is NOT about Job.  Job is the tool of proof!  Since 

this is True, God in His infinite wisdom is withholding this significant piece of Truth from His 

servant Job.  God simply wants Job to open the doors of opportunity that He has set before him.  



He certainly would like him to know that He is a God of the impossible.  Soon enough, Job will 

see this lesson in full swing. 

 

I have great compassion on Job and a deep respect regarding the prayer he calls out to God.  I 

have been here too many times.  Since Christ is my Mediator, thankfully, He answers my call, 

most of the time, in an expeditious fashion.  This next entry from my journal came after God 

allowed a friend to turn on me and act as one of my enemies.  This was someone I trusted with 

my heart and soul.  My pain was deep and the betrayal I felt was overwhelming.  I expected 

God to put my friend in his place but instead He said this: 

 

I tell you Stephen, My anointed, whom I have taken by the right hand, to subdue to places I call 

you to, and to release the loins of the leaders I put in front of you.  Fear not, for this will be done 

through the strength and power of My Son that I have put within you.  Open the doors I put you 

before you.  For I will not allow them to be shut: I will go before you and make the rough places 

smooth; I will shatter the doors of impossibilities.  I will give you the treasures of darkness and 

hidden wealth of secret places; in order that you may know that it is I, the Lord, the God of 

Israel, who calls you by your name – the redeemed.  For the sake of My servant Stephen, and 

the Body, My Chosen One, I have also called them by their name; I have given them a title of 

honor though they act as if they don‟t know Me.  I am the Lord, and there is no other; besides 

Me there is no God. 

I will gird you Stephen, even during those times when you act as if you do not know Me.  I will 

do this so that men may know from the rising to the setting to the sun that there is no one 

besides Me.  I am the Lord, and there is no other, the One forming light and creating darkness, 

causing well-being and creating calamity; I am the Lord who does all these. 

„Drip down, O heavens, from above, and let the clouds pour down righteousness upon My son 

Stephen; let the earth open up and his salvation bear fruit, and righteousness spring up with it.  I 

the Lord, have created it.‟  Woe to you when you quarrel with your Maker – a mere earthenware 

vessel among the vessels of earth!  Will clay say to the potter, „What are you doing or you that I 

created say I have no hands?  Woe to you Stephen when you say to Me as your Father, „What 

are you begetting or to your daughters, to what are you giving birth?‟  I say, the Maker: Stephen, 

ask Me about the things to come concerning My sons, and you shall commit to Me the work of 

My hands from this day forward.  It is I who made the earth, and created man upon it.  I 

stretched out the heavens with My hands, and I ordained all their host.  I now have aroused you 

in righteousness, and I will make all your ways smooth; I will build My works through My Son in 

you and He will let My exiles go free, without any payment for their sins or reward. 

For the products of the fortunes of ungodly men and the merchandise of men of stature will 

come over to you and will be yours; they will walk behind you, they will come over in chains and 

will bow down to My Son in you; they will make supplications to you for resources: surely, I am 

with you, and there is none else, no other God. 

Ok, this is not what I expected!  He continues to put my reality back into the Hands of His.  His 

voice is just and pure.  He places the message of pain in perspective of His Higher Calling.  I 

don’t know why I continue to expect God to respond like a mere man.  What sin that would be.  



He continues to get my eyes off of the pain, suffering and persecution of my soul and gracefully 

places where it belongs – upon the throne of the Everlasting.  Again, here is the summary of my 

entry: 

 

 He will gird me – not my friends 

 There is no one that can replace Him, particularly my friend 

 He is the One who created light and darkness – causing wellbeing and calamity 

 He will pour righteousness upon his children 

 He wants us to bear fruit in dark places 

 I am not to quarrel with my Maker 

 I am only earthenware and a vessel for God 

 I have no right to question the ways of God 

 I need to commit all of my ways to the Lord 

 He arouses me with righteousness not guilt 

 He will use the persecutions of friends to benefit me 

 My rejecters will ultimately come back to hear the Words of the Lord in me 

 He is always with me and I am never alone 

 

My response to Him was: Truly, You are the one and only God who hides Himself, O God of 

Israel, My Savior!  All those who refuse to honor You will be put to shame and You will humiliate 

all of them; the manufactures of their idols will go away together in humiliation.  I have been 

saved by You Lord with an everlasting Salvation; You will not be put to shame or humiliated to 

all eternity. 

 

THE THIRD OF JOB’S COUNSELORS SPEAK – Chapter 11 

 

Zophar the Naamathite attacks Job with stored up vengeance.  He has been sitting by listening 
and waiting for this opportunity.  He represented himself a leader who love to hear himself 
speak, even though he didn’t say much to help Job.  Zophar took pride in understanding men of 
falsehoods.  He wanted God to show Job that he deserved MORE punishment than he was 
actually getting.  First of all, Job wasn’t being punished and secondly, who is Zophar to 
determine this?  Listen to his tone: 

 

"Shall a multitude of words go unanswered, and a talkative man be acquitted? "Shall your 
boasts silence men? And shall you scoff and none rebuke? "For you have said, 'My teaching is 
pure, and I am innocent in your eyes.' "But would that God might speak, and open His lips 
against you, and show you the secrets of wisdom! For sound wisdom has two sides. Know then 
that God forgets a part of your iniquity. (Job 11:2-6 NASB) 
 

Overall, I think Zophar speaks clearly concerning God and His greatness and man and his 
fruitless efforts of hast.  Yet he is a proud man, self-conceited in all his counsel.  He himself is 
not submitting to the guidelines of wisdom – for he has a fork tongue.  It is no wonder that God 
is displeased with him in the end.  He stretches his hand out for real wisdom and comes short 
by exacting his opinions.  Zophar sounds a bit like he is drawing wisdom from the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil.  It sounds good but this kind of wisdom is not that which comes 



down from God but is earthly, natural and demonic (James 3).  Is Satan using the mouths of 
these counselors?  You can be assured of that – or else, God would not rebuke them in the end.  
Satan is using every tool of his trade to confuse Job and make him more “I” centered.  

 

Zophar puts a blessing on Job’s repentance, in fact, he encourages him a bit, yet he mixes in 
this unwholesome wisdom about the personhood of Job.  He believed that worldly prosperity 
was a given sign by God of righteousness.  You know, that is the problem with counsel from rich 
“friends.”  They always seem to go back to the goods and use them as a measuring stick up 
against the Hand of God.  He basically deemed Job as a full blown hypocrite unless his 
prosperity was restored.  What he was really confessing is: if you‟re not like us Job, you‟re a 
sinner.  I think I would rather be in Job’s state – God forbid.  These “friends” clearly don’t know 
who they are speaking to.  Their “client” is one, I might add, the only one, who God picked out 
as the most righteous on earth.  Job is truly getting advice from educated fools. 

 

Zophar’s conclusion is this:  

 

"If you would direct your heart right And spread out your hand to Him, If iniquity is in your hand, 
put it far away, And do not let wickedness dwell in your tents; (Job 11:13-14 NASB) 
 
This counselor has the gull to tell Job that if he would just open up his hands for more 
prosperity, that God would bring rest to his weary bones.  Hummm - that sounds like something 
the god of the externals would say – Satan. 

 

In any case, I can’t be too rough on Zophar, he is speaking through his wallet and education.  
Many of us do the same.  It is so easy to look upon the people with less and summarize they 
are suffering because of their irresponsibility.  I guess you have to be homeless and poor like 
Job before you can look through the window of life clearly. 

 

I have lived “hand to mouth” for most of the years of my life, in and out of ministry.  I have 
appealed to God regarding my poverty many times.  His direction and counsel for me has been 
at times a bit disturbing to my flesh.  Here is an example after one of those desperate pleas: 

 

Stephen, I have created the heavens and earth and made it and did not create it a waste place.  

But I formed it to be inhibited – I am the Lord, and there is none else.  I have spoken in secret in 

your life, in the darkness of your soul and said; „Seek Me in a waste place.‟  I speak 

righteousness, declaring things that are upright.  Gather yourself and come now Stephen; draw 

near to Me and draw not to your idols that cannot save.  Remember to declare and set forth 

your case; indeed, let your workers consult together and listen to them only if they announce My 

wisdom.  Listen to My voice in you, your counselors and in what I have created around you, 

there is none except Me.  Turn to Me and I will work out your Salvation each day.  I have sworn 

by Myself, My Word has gone forth from My mouth in righteousness and I will not turn back, that 

to Me every knee will bow, and every tongue will swear allegiance.  You are to say of Me, „Only 

in the Lord are righteousness and strength.‟  Because of where I place you, men will come to 

Me and all who were angry at Me shall be put to shame.  I say again to you My son, all of your 

offspring will be blessed.  You shall see My glory in your children‟s children. 



I called you to a lonely place so that I could give you rest.  I have completed this work in you.  

Never forget the belly of despair I have placed you in.  I have marked these days on the tablets 

of My heart.  Not many will understand the work and Words I have given you.  For I will be the 

One who determines who shall hear this testimony.  Go now in peace!  

Poverty and despair is a lonely place and I have lived there many years of my life.  Often times 
when I get swallowed up in my confusion, God has me list the dark place from which I came.  A 
hand full of years ago, He had me do exactly that, He asked me to pen what I saw the 
conditions were before I was born, as an infant, my early childhood, teen years and finally my 
adult years.  I am putting my neck out in vulnerability but here is what I wrote: 

 

Before I was born: 

 Unwanted, my birth was an accident 
 Anger and strive was all around me when I was being formed 
 Words of despair, vulgarity, and hopeless filled my mother’s womb 
 Oppression surrounded my soul before I took my first breath 
 Immorality and rebellion was in the seed that formed me 
 Noise was all around me – sounds of drunkenness and laughter of mockery 
 The addictions of alcohol and nicotine filled my little body 
 Fear was all around me 
 Tears of sorrow were in the heart of my mother 
 My father was filled with anger - words of oppression and punishment 
 I was about to come out into a dark oppressive world.   
 For I know I was born out of despair and necessity.  Once I was born, from my first 

breath, my body began to reject the very environment that I knew was filled with 
drunkenness, rebellion, and mockery. 

 

As an infant: 

 Sickness filled my bones.  Life didn’t want me.  I was placed in an oxygen tent for 
several years.  A message of not being wanted was settling into my soul.  Why couldn’t 
my mother hold me?  Where is my daddy?  I didn’t understand.  Why was I left alone?  
Why was I in so much pain?  I was not wanted and I knew it.  Why wouldn’t they hold 
me?  Why wouldn’t they touch me?   

 Loneliness grew in my heart. For my new heart was already becoming dark and 
hardened.  For I began to withdraw into my own world, secluding myself from the world 
as I saw it.  I began to protect myself by hiding in my secret place-the walls of my own 
heart.  The sin of secrecy was conceived.  Why wouldn’t they hold me?  For my little soul 
knew if they would just hold me I would not hide.  Why wouldn’t they just hold me? 

 All I heard was yelling and fighting.  Anger was everywhere!  People laughing that 
laughter of mockery and drunkenness.  Sexual sins were everywhere.  My tiny little soul 
could not understand these things but my heart embraced the wickedness of their sins.  
Why didn’t they protect my ears and my heart from these things? 

 I remember a lady who would hold me but she wasn’t my mother.  I felt a heart of 
compassion and tenderness.  My soul remembers seeing the love and acceptance in her 
eyes.  Who was this woman?  Where did she go? 

 Where’s my daddy?  Why won’t he hold me?  It hurts!  Why won’t he love me?  What did 
I do wrong?  For my soul knew I was born fatherless!  It hurts too much to think about it. 

 



Then the Lord interrupted me because of my overwhelming pain and said: 
 
Stephen, this is when you conceived the sin of becoming your own father.  There is no love 
like the love of a Father.  I held you Stephen, I was there.  I am holding you now.  I promised 
to be a Father to the fatherless and I started being your Father long before you were born.  
Do not blame your earthly father, for I had great compassion on him in spite of his neglect of 
you.  For he himself suffered as you suffered.  His sin became your greatest sin – the sin of 
secrecy.  For your father became a man of secrecy because of his lack of embracing a 
father‟s love.  Let go of this pain Stephen!  Let me have it - for I sent my Son to bear this 
pain for you.  For you have finally let Me into your heart of hearts, the place where you have 
been holding all this pain – now let me hold you……………...  Hear My voice Stephen, this 
is where all your sins of secrecy were conceived.  Because your father would not hold you, 
you began to hold yourself.  This is where your sins came from.  All of your sins of 
indulgence stem from this sin.   Your selfishness of being pleased is a direct result of 
demanding to be held.  For this has been your sin of revenge.  Yes, you came into this world 
unloved and rejected but I say to you this day Stephen – no more will you live by this 
message.  For I have redeemed you Stephen.  For this sin stops in your generation.  My 
cleansing of your inner room will have ramifications of blessings that will last for generations.  
Tell your children they are clean, that your sins of secrecy are not in them.  Keep your heart 
open, for I will be giving you more Words of Knowledge to deliver to them. 

 

Early Childhood: 

 Dependency on substance to feel better  
 Avoiding public life to avoid being rejected 
 My sickness controlled my life 
 Feeling stupid while in school.  Developed a fantasy (“day dreamer”) life while in school 

to deal with the rejection of being told I was “stupid” and couldn’t learn like the other kids. 
 Always hunting for my daddy.  Why didn’t he want to spend time with me?  Was my frail 

body an embarrassment to him?  I really wanted to be “daddy’s boy!”  Why wouldn’t he 
let me?  I idolized him.  He was my hero.   

 I began to boast about my father’s successes to prove to the world I had the best father 
in the whole world.   

 I started to exaggerate about everything to cover up for my inferiority.  I knew I was 
nothing and that no one really cared about me.  I thought if I would make myself out to 
be someone bigger and better than the real me that they would accept me.  That turned 
out to be futile because I couldn’t live up to the image – so I would exaggerate all the 
more.  Pride began to rule my life.  I knew I was inferior from an early age.  I slowly 
began to believe the lies the enemy tossed my way as truth.   

 I became sexually active at an early age in order to be touched.  For I knew that this was 
one way to feel wanted and loved.  Could I have been that desperate for touch?  My 
shame overwhelms me.   

 
Teen Years: 

 Now living the lies I had been told. 
 Taking advantage of people. 
 Hiding my insecurities by the use of humor and trying to look good. 
 Using my artistic abilities to compensate for my academic inferiorities.  
 Using alcohol to fit in with my peers. 
 The use of drugs in order to match how I felt.  



 Cheating in school to get the grades I needed to pass – couldn’t read. 
 Rebelling against authority through the “yes” on the outside and the “no” on the inside.  
 Develop an outright hatred for my father.   
 Became attracted to rebellious people. 
 Began developing a habit of living off of other people’s reputations or fame.   

 

Adult Years: 

 Always trying to prove myself to everyone around me.   
 Proving I could be independent, make it on my own. 
 Hiding behind my projected image to keep my feelings of worthlessness secretive.   
 Fear became a daily struggle. The kind of fear that bound my heart and body. 
 Work or ministry became a mistress to me. 
 When I met Janie I saw a woman that loved and accepted me.  I had never experienced 

this before.  She was the first to reveal true love to me.   
 
After this painful exercise, His replay was that of Grace: 
 
Hear, Oh Stephen.  For I have appointed this time to speak My tender Mercies over you.  Rest 

and hear My voice.  I shall shout Words of Knowledge from My Holy throne.  Will you not hear 

them?  Do not stay silent any longer when you see sin.  When it is spoken of, speak against it.  

When your spiritual children show the callousness of their hearts in areas of secret sins – speak 

out against these sins.  Your home is to be a safe haven for My word.  Those that you lead will 

struggle with feelings of rejection because of your boldness.   Always speak to them in love and 

tenderness.  The enemy has spoken lies to My children and your fear to confront has at times 

allowed these lies to settle into theirs.  For this has been a grievous sin to me.  You are their 

leader.  It is you‟re responsibly to continue to be the patriarch in their lives.  Wisdom has not yet 

sprung up in most of them.  Foolishness still needs to be bound up in them.  This is your calling 

to continue to show them the role of a spiritual father and this role will not cease until I call you 

home.  After I call you home, they will continue to seek the role of a father and I will show them 

My tender Mercies and my great promise – I the Lord thy God will be a Father to the fatherless. 

It was from this agonizing retreat with the Lord that I began to take my role seriously as a 

minister of the Gospel.  I had been a “righteous man” beholding to the Truths of God long before 

this experience but this was an encounter that cleared up my habit of mixing of my past guilt 

with a guiltless Gospel.  This is why I relate so much to the story of Job.  This is the first time in 

many years, if ever, in ministry that I have taken the risk of being this vulnerable.  Why?  

Because I feared the same “brow beatings” that Job suffered with his “friends” – intelligible 

rejection. 

 

Through the years, I too have had many of Job’s counselors at my side.  As I have stated 

before, it IS the most difficult part of my journey here on earth.  My body’s afflictions don’t even 

compare to the pain and suffering I have had to endure at the hands of some of my “friends.”  If 

having to endure their strange forms of encouragement to bring me to writing this book, than I 

am beginning, I said beginning, to believe it was all worth it. 

 



Not one person knows what a spiritual leader must endure from his disgruntled or know better 

followers except the Lord and other leaders of like circumstances.  Job’s counselors couldn’t 

give Job empathy because they couldn’t relate.  People may have come to them for advice 

because of their wealth or worldly education, but I am fairly sure they were clueless when it 

came to knowing God!  Job knew this but it doesn’t change the suffocation these men were 

adding to his existing suffering.  Many could view Job as feeling sorry for himself as he cried out 

for answers but I don’t.  I think I understand a little about his demise – I hope you can as well.      

 

JOB RESPONDS TO ZOPHAR – Chapter 12 

 

In Job’s response to Zophar, he begins to unravel the worldly counsel of his “friends.”  Their 

opinions begin to fade into the shadows of Godly reason and wisdom.  He does what most ture 

men of God due when enough is enough – he puts them in their place.  Here are the summary 

statements of his responses: 

 

 Since they are so wise, wisdom will die with them 

 He proclaims he too has intelligence and reason 

 He proclaims that he is NOT inferior to them 

 He concludes that most know their level of wisdom 

 Job acknowledges that he is a “joke” to his “friends” 

 States that those who do not suffer, hold calamity lightly 

 He reveals that even violent men prosper 

 Job tells them to go learn from the beast and birds – for they know more even than they 

 He humbles them with their elementary counsel 

 Again, he turns the attention toward the majestic ways of God 

 Tells them God makes counselors walk barefooted and makes fools judges 

 It is God who decides to loosen bonds 

 He reveals God’s ability to bind kings, humble priests, deprives speech of the righteous, 

takes away discernment of elders, pours contempt on nobles, makes strong men weak, 

reveals mysteries from dark places, makes nations great, then leads them away, 

deprives intelligence of those who think their smart and makes them wander in waste 

 

We are seeing a glimmer of the Job God knows.  He is being sound and full of wisdom and 

power of the sovereignty God he serves.  This is only the first point of his three point sermon.  

There is more to come in chapter 13 and 14.  But in this passage, Job doesn’t complain, or self-

reflect, he is as level headed as he possibly could be at this point in his journey.  He delivers a 

clear message of God’s powerful management of children of men, counselors, kings, nobles 

and His ability to overpower all their oppositions.   

 

Job is finally preaching a good preach.  He knows that God in His wisdom knows how to make 
use of the foolish and their horrid persecutions.  He leaves his “friends” with a definite feeling 
that they, as disputants, are out of their league in attempting to understand the ways of God and 
the “why” for Job’s permissible suffocation.  In simple terms: he leveled the playing field.  These 



counselors are begging to see that Job is above their elementary advice.  It is a brave thing to 
attempt to counsel someone who has a depth of wisdom that shatter the reasoning of an 
average man.  It will either silence their ignorance or toss them into the sea of foolishness.  We 
are about to see which direction these counselor take.    

 

One of my journal entries reveals some profound words of wisdom when I asked Him the 
question of: how do I reach such men of confusion?  Here is what He said: 

 

Now I call you to touch the hearts of my people in the same way.  With one hand reach into their 

souls to pull out the sins that bind them and with our other hand hold them with My tenderness 

and mercies.  I will deal with their sins but I have called you as a prophet to the people to call 

out their sins.  Always remember to hold them Stephen.  Just hold them.  Embrace them but do 

not touch their sins.  Only I have the power to deal directly with their sins.  If you touch their 

sins, their sins will touch you.  This is the key truth you have been missing in the ministry that I 

have called you to.  You have been calling out their sins and attempting to deal with their sins.  

This is My doings Stephen!  These are the vain philosophies that have bound your heart in 

ministry.  Forsake them My child!  Philosophies of men are doctrines of the devil.  Demons 

gather around philosophies.  When they hear them spoken – they run to them.  When you use 

these vain philosophies, you invited demons to oppress them.  Hear Me My son!  Forsake the 

vain philosophies of the world!  Forsake them I say! 

As you can tell, I use to be in the habit of using worldly philosophies with the Holy scriptures.  

Not wise!  Since I had the nasty habit of relying on the fame and intelligence of others, I would 

attempt to find earthy ways to help them rid themselves of their maladies. For years, I wasn’t 

sure how to reach intelligible “friends” like those of Job.  So – I asked:   

Your lack of knowledge throughout the days of your life has been the reason you have been 

hungry for knowledge as an adult.  Much of the knowledge you have embraced has come from 

the tree of knowledge – not the Tree of Life.  You have asked Me to bless you with the daily 

manifestation of the Word of Knowledge.  Do you want this Stephen?  Than remember this, 

Word of Knowledge is simply this, My Words that come from My mind.  This is the mystery that I 

promised to give you last night.  Do you really want this Stephen?  If I give this to you, you will 

need to stay in My inner room.  For this is the only place I will speak them and the only place 

you will hear them.  My power is the vessel of My Mercies and it is My tender Mercies that heal 

the minds and bodies of My people.  I have long to bless you with all the desires of your heart.  

If you ask not, you will have not.  When you ask, ask with the motive of the Spirit I have placed 

within you.  It is only by My Spirit that I do all things. 

God has so much for us and we short sheet the Hand of God either because of our rebellion or 
because we simply don’t truly believe He will answer our request.  Know this – anything you ask 
according to the Spirit, you will get.  It is His promise. 

 

As Job continues his profound sermon, listen carefully to the Divine wisdom that flows from this 
frail and weak man.  A man mind you, that nobody is presently seeking advice from.  His level of 
despair and misery has most likely projected a image that he is not practicing what he preaches.  
Too bad though, this man is packed with Divine wisdom and insight. 

 



JOB’S SERMON CONTINUES – Chapter 13 

 

Job again reminds his listeners that he does not need to embrace their elementary teachings 
because he already knows them.  He further reveals how these disputes are tempting to put the 
heroic efforts on themselves and if he stooped to their level of wisdom, he would be lowering his 
standard of wisdom.  He has proven that he is not inferior to them in knowledge of God but 
actually outweighs them.  Do you remember when Paul made a similar comment: 

 

For I consider myself not in the least inferior to the most eminent apostles. (2Co 11:5 NASB) 
 

I have become foolish; you yourselves compelled me. Actually I should have been commended 
by you, for in no respect was I inferior to the most eminent apostles, even though I am a 
nobody. (2Co 12:11 NASB) 
 
Job, like Paul, is not saying he is better than they are.  He is speaking in the full confidence of 
his position with God.  He knows that true knowledge and wisdom is a gift from God – not 
something you can obtain from a scribed book.  Any leader of God, who walks with God in the 
Inner Room, can claim the same sort of proclamation.  It isn’t an arrogant error but rather a 
confession of knowing God.  This is what many men of the Word call the Deeper Life.  There 
are those that must learn from books and there are those who learn from the Book – the Book of 
Life, the life of Christ within the believer.  In Job’s case, it is hand delivered from God to his 
mind. 

 

Let’s bullet point part two of Job’s sermon on the ashes: 

 

 He already knows what they know 

 He isn’t inferior to them 

 Job would rather argue his case with God 

 He tells them they “smear” Truth with lies 

 Proclaims his “friends” are worthless physicians 

 He appeals for them to be silent 

 Appeals to them to listen now to him 

 Puts them in their place by telling them they are deceitful before God 

 That they show partiality to Him 

 And what if He examined them – will they deceive Him like they are Job 

 If they did, He would surely be reproved by Him 

 States they too would be terrified by His majesty 

 What would they do if dread fell upon them 

 Notes their memorable sayings as proverbs of ashes 

 That their defenses of sanity are of clay 

 Again, he tells them to be silent 

 Job puts the focus back on God 

 That he cannot put his life in his own hands or the hands of his counselors 

 Even though God “slays” him – his hope will continue to be in Him 

 That this IS his salvation – for man has no goodness on his own 

 He tells them to allow his wisdom to fill their ears 

 He now knows God will vindicate him 

 No one can contend with him except God alone 



 He asks two things of God: take His Hands off of him and don’t let God’s dread terrify 
him any longer 

 He once again humbly appeals to God for relief 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  


