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PROBLEMS

Problems are direct consequences of self-life efforts.  
God then uses these problems to bring the believer 
to the end of their own resources, or self-life, in 
order to create a dependence on Christ’s Life from 
within.  We believe that suffering is the key 
component to learning obedience to Christ Jesus, 
who actually lives in the born-again believer.  It is 
these problems that reveal the person’s flesh (Heb. 5:8).
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This is a powerful diagram, if used correctly, 
in the discipleship process.

• The left wedge shows how God uses 
the world, Satan, and the disciple's flesh 
as “cattle rails” to guide the individual 
either to Salvation or to the end of a 
believer's self-life.  

• It is a wide gate (Matt. 7:13) in the 
beginning. But the closer one is brought 
to the Cross, the more narrow the 
passageway becomes, in order to 
prepare a person for the narrow gate –
the born-again birthing canal. 

• There are two dimensions of the Cross: 
the 1st is Salvation (Christ died for all) 
and the 2nd is  identification with and in 
Christ – (I died with Him -Gal. 2:20).  
Due to this reality, many born-again 
Christians must be put through the 
deduction process of coming to the end 
of themselves by way of God using the 
world, Satan, and their flesh all over 
again.  

• The wedge on the right is the life of an 
indwelt Christian being guided (cattle 
rails) by the Law of the Spirit of Life in 
Christ Jesus.  Workbook: Page 69 



God’s purposing to bring each believer to 
the end of the self-life.

• God uses both desirable things and 
difficult things to bring His children to 
the end of all forms of selfishness and 
flesh.  

• Christ’s life seen in the disciple is the 
wonderful result of their dying to the 
self-life.

• Read Rom. 8:28-29: “And we know 
that God causes all things to work 
together for good to those who love 
God, to those who are called according 
to His purpose.” 

• Christ in the believer uses everything 
to conform His Bride to the image of 
Himself.  

• The appropriation of co-death, burial, 
resurrect-ion, and ascension can be 
embraced in order to experience 
Christ living through the believer.

• Now the believer can look back and 
be thankful in all things – the good, as 
well as the most trying and difficult 
things.  
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A human tendency, for all unsaved or saved 
alike, is to put roadblocks in place to stop the 
process of God bringing us to the Cross.

• God allows WHAT we go through; we 
choose HOW we go through it.

• Detours can be set by people who care 
for us and don’t want us to hurt 
(Colossians 2:8).

• We are best at setting up detours –
foolish choices expressing an attempt to 
block God from doing what He does 
best - grow His children.

• Every situation, even our choices of 
setting up detours, God will use to draw 
us to Christ.

• An escape or relief may look good to 
the self-life, but the greater value is 
what the Lord want to accomplish 
through our problems.

• These detours are ways believers “fix 
the fix that God has fixed on us to stop 
us from fixing” self, others, and difficult 
circumstances.

Discipler: It is imperative you draw out what 
type of detours your disciple uses to block 
God from bringing him/her to the end.Workbook: Page 71



God’s purpose is to bring each indwelt believer 
to the end of the self-life.

• Problems can cause one to be bitter or 
better.  It is all decided from a single 
choice.

• Against all fears, believers can choose to 
trust God – turning the focus away from 
the circumstances and focusing totally on 
God’s plan.

• Seeing God’s purpose is more important 
than solving the situation that is bring 
discomfort.

• God is sovereign – stop arguing and 
allow Christ within to reign as Lord.

• Trusting God is not based on feelings, 
but on the reliable character of the 
Father, Himself.

• Does seeking God, thanking God, 
trusting God, and obeying His voice lead 
to success and fulfillment?  No.  They 
lead to the Cross of identification – death 
to “my way” and Life released through 
Christ.  

Discipler: Have the disciple read aloud each 
item stated on the diagram.
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Jesus said, “Let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes’ and your 
‘No’ ‘No.’ For whatever is more than these is 
from the evil one” (Matt. 5:37).

• God, the Father, commands of Jesus, and 
He obeys with an affirmative “yes.”

• The Holy Spirit is 100% obedient to the 
Words of Jesus, by being a Spirit of the 
“yes.”

• The Holy Spirit sets up believers with a 
decision, in order to become a people of 
the “yes.”

• When believers continue to obey and 
say “yes,”  they live a lifestyle of 
righteousness.  

• When believers disobey and say “no,” 
they can be set up by the Holy Spirit for a 
new decision of the “yes.”  This will be a 
continual process until the believer 
chooses “yes” as a lifestyle.  

• When people give neither a “yes” or a 
“no,” they begin to function in chaos -
what we call the “evil zone.”  These 
people keep one foot in righteous-ness 
and the other in unrighteousness, 
resulting in becoming lukewarm.

Discipler: Have the disciple read aloud each 
Scripture stated on this diagram.Workbook: Page 73



Problems are direct consequences of self-life efforts.  

God then uses these problems to bring the believer to 

the end of their own resources, or self-life, in order to 

create a dependence on Christ’s Life from within.  We 

believe that suffering is the key component to 

learning obedience to Christ Jesus, who actually lives 

in the born-again believer.  It is these problems that 

reveal the person’s flesh (Hebrews 5:8).
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