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The Fifth Trumpet Sounds

Then the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star from Heaven which had fallen to the earth; and the key of the bottomless pit was 

given to him. He opened the bottomless pit, and smoke went up out of the pit, like the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and

the air were darkened by the smoke of the pit. Then out of the smoke came locusts upon the earth, and power was given them, as 

the scorpions of the earth have power. They were told not to hurt the grass of the earth, nor any green thing, nor any tree, but

only the men who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads. And they were not permitted to kill anyone, but to torment for 

five months; and their torment was like the torment of a scorpion when it stings a man. And in those days men will seek death

and will not find it; they will long to die, and death flees from them. The appearance of the locusts was like horses prepared for 

battle; and on their heads appeared to be crowns like gold, and their faces were like the faces of men. They had hair like the hair 

of women, and their teeth were like the teeth of lions. They had breastplates like breastplates of iron; and the sound of their 

wings was like the sound of chariots, of many horses rushing to battle. They have tails like scorpions, and stings; and in their

tails is their power to hurt men for five months. They have as king over them, the angel of the abyss; his name in Hebrew is 

Abaddon, and in the Greek he has the name Apollyon. The first woe is past; behold, two woes are still coming after these things.



THIS IS NO MOVIE

We are about to tackle one of  the most 

controversial passages in the book of  Revelation 

– the issue of  the "falling star." Most of  it sounds 

like something out of  a sci-fi movie, you know, 

falling stars with a key, burning pit, and locus 

looking as scorpions. Who, by the way, must 

follow the orders of  God. Each required NOT to 

harm plant life but only to torment people who do 

not have the mark of  God on their foreheads –

the 144,000 pure bloodline Jews. John couldn't 

make this stuff  up if  he tried! 



While it is true that Satan has been working to destroy God since the 

day he was removed from Heaven like a "bolt of lightning," his 

attempts have always been restricted by God. It is self-evident that 

Satan hates those who are selected members of the Kingdom of God 

– particularly those of Israel. From the days of Job to the persecuted 

Saints of today, his hatred is like a stage four cancer. Therefore, the 

mandate given to unlock the pit challenges Satan. He becomes 

obligated to lead his beasts, torture the souls of those who stood 

with him in resisting the mark of God. How is that for irony? 



The "bottomless pit" is not Hell, it's Hades.  Hades is the 

temporary "holding tank" for those who have died before 

the final judgment – the thousand-year reign of Christ. 

Little is known about Hades, but much is said about the 

dynamics of Hell.  When we get to chapter 20, we will talk 

more about the difference, but for now, know that Hell is 

the prison of the wicked and rebellious souls who have 

died since Adam – plus it will be the final place of torment 

for Satan and all his demons.



The appearance of the locusts was like horses prepared for battle; and on their 

heads appeared to be crowns like gold, and their faces were like the faces of 

men. They had hair like the hair of women, and their teeth were like the teeth of 

lions. They had breastplates like breastplates of iron; and the sound of their 

wings was like the sound of chariots, of many horses rushing to battle. They 

have tails like scorpions, and stings; and in their tails is their power to hurt men 

for five months.  (Revelation 9:7-10)

These are unbelievable scary creatures.  These things rise from the 

pit of Hell with an attitude, fully committed to carry out the marching 

orders of our God.  The Hell that God has held in waiting since 

Adam and Eve choose to separate themselves from the Father.  In 

the beginning, there was no Hell, but after the choice of sin 

occurred, God knew He had to prepare a place for those who 

resisted His ways, demons, and Satan himself. 



HELL WAS NOT FASHIONED FOR MAN

God initially did not form Hell for man; God did 

not create man for Hell. Initially, He created Hell 

for an eternal prison/punishment for His greatest 

enemy – Satan. But, the lion's share of men 

decided to follow Satan, which results in being 

sent to the same location as their god – Satan. 

Hell, today, is awaiting Satan and his followers in 

the center of the earth, and this Hell will remain 

there until the consummation of all things. 



FIVE MONTHS OF TORMENT

Men will be stung and bitten by demons and infected with 
a poison that demands suicide that will not be granted.  

They will hurt, beg, and scream, but they find no death for 
comfort.  Do you realize what a supernatural happening 

this is?  No guns, knives, or any such thing can kill them –
no death.  Every attempt at death will only create more 

pain.  I know that five months does not seem long in the 
spectrum of eternity, but five months of the worst kind of 

torture – that might do the job.



SOFT SELLING THE WORD

I know this is a horrible picture to paint – but I dare not 
soft-sell the Word of God.  I truly believe that what 

appears to be an allegory is a depiction of the literal.  The 
gory scene revealed to us through the Fifth Trumpet will 

be an experience of some of your relatives. Anyone who is 
not a born-again during that time, Holy Spirit indwelt, will 

be stung by one of these creatures.  Sobering – I know!



THE SIXTH TRUMPET

Then the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from 
the four horns of the golden altar which is before God, one 
saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, "Release 

the four angels who are bound at the great river 
Euphrates." And the four angels, who had been prepared 
for the hour and day and month and year, were released, 

so that they would kill a third of mankind.

(Revelation 9:13-15)

UP AND COMING MESSAGE



Loving heavenly Father, I take by faith the 

helmet of salvation.  I recognize that my 

salvation is the Person of Your Son, the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  I cover my mind with Him.  I 

desire that He put His mind within me.  Let my 

thoughts be His thoughts.  I open my mind 

fully and only to the control of the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  I replace my own selfish and sinful 

thoughts with His.  I reject every projected 

thought of Satan and his demons and request 

instead the mind of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Grant me the wisdom to discern thoughts that 

are from the world, my old sin nature, and 

Satan’s kingdom.

I believe Jesus is Your Son, He died on the 

cross for my sins, and Jesus is God.  I believe 

in the Trinity, You as the Father, Jesus as the 

Son, and in the Holy Spirit. I confess I have 

been a sinner – totally separated from You. 

I choose to accept Your forgiveness for my 

sins, through the power of the blood of Jesus 

which was shed for me on the cross.  I now 

ask that you send the Holy Spirit to live inside 

my mortal body. (Pause for a moment) 

I praise You, heavenly Father, that I may know 

the mind of Christ, as I hide Your Word within 

my heart and mind.  Open my heart to love 

Your Word.  Grant to me the ability and 

capacity to memorize large portions of it.  May 

Your Word be ever over my mind like a helmet 

of strength, which Satan’s projected thoughts 

cannot penetrate.  Cause me to allow the Holy 

Spirit (the Life of Christ) within me to fulfill the 

discipline of daily living, to appropriate Your 

Salvation.  These things I lay before You in the 

precious name of my new Savior, the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  Amen!

Salvation Prayer | Dr. Stephen Phinney | “Book of Prayers”

Salvation Prayer 
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UNTIL NEXT TIME
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