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#29 The Bride and Groom 

The Bride and Groom 
We just finished John’s bittersweet experience when God told him (Rev. 10:11): 
 
“You must prophesy again concerning many peoples and nations and tongues and kings.”  
 
With God obviously refueling his commission, John was about to embrace the most horrific, but 
glorious, reveals of all.  He is being reminded to be faithful to his service to write with the 
passion of the Christ.  What God was about to reveal to Him would affect every life that was, is, 
and is to come – the bitterness of judgment.  We are about to enter some of the most avoided 
Scriptures in the entire Bible, passages having been argued over since the day of John.   No 
matter what your “theological bent” is, one thing is clear. When the seventh angel sounds his 
trumpet, the domain of Satan, his demons, and his persecuting followers will be broken and the 
opinions of man will matter not.  All who have dishonored God will be rightly dealt with (judged) 
for every thought, attitude, and action that has risen up against the hand of God. 
 
Saying “goodbye” to chapters 1-10, God is about to take ownership of what has always 
belonged to Him.  Before we review the Revelation passage, let’s take a look at the pathway of 
the Groom. 
 
This planet belongs to God; it always has.  In fact, it was created for Him to establish a breeding 
ground to produce a Bride for His Son (Jesus).  Does this sound a bit odd?  For those thinking 
“yes,” it is evidence you most likely do not understand the full pathway of the Groom.  Before we 
look into the details of the tabernacle, let’s review the pathway of the Groom.  
 
OLD TESTAMENT 
God formed the earth for His own benefit.  He, then, established Hebrew Law (characteristics of 
God) for daily living, which is called the Old Testament.  Hebrew Law descends from heaven; it 
is not authored by men.  This is why it is a holy act to study and embrace Hebrew Law, culture, 
and customs.  Contained within Hebrew domestic Laws is a requirement for the firstborn male to 
marry.  This is not optional.  The firstborn male is the one who inherits all of the ways of the 
father.  This is what guarantees the stability of multigenerational family life.  It also preserves the 
character of God in a culture.  Due to this fact, and the reality God Himself obeys His own 
Hebrew Laws (lives out His character), He formed (created) a system to reproduce itself (Gen. 
1:22). Why?  In order for the Father to handpick the cream of the crop as Bridal members for 
His Son. 
 
Critical Note:  The Hebrew tithing requirement of 10% is based on this cream of the crop 
concept.  Many Christians believe the percentages in the end that relate to the narrow and wide 
gates are these Hebrew tithing percentages.  I am one of those who believe this. 
 
"Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to 
destruction, and there are many who enter through it.  For the gate is small and the way is 
narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find it” (Matthew 7:13-14). 
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Here is our reality.  God created the earth and all that is in it, to set the stage for picking Bridal 
members for His Son.  The fact that He formed the Garden, established the “two trees,” put 
Satan in the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, set up Adam and Eve for a choice, and then 
allowed The Fall, was all a part of the selective process.  This puts a completely different slant 
on why God created us.  For years, I have believed that we humans have put too much of a 
selfish bent on why God made us, such as the “warm and fuzzy, biblically wrong” reasons for 
our existence.           
 
The Old Testament was the time period when God was establishing His mandates and 
guidelines for His Son’s future marriage.  This was done by establishing the Hebrew Law on 
earth.  This was also a time when Jesus stayed in heaven, while His Father did what fathers do 
– prepared the way for His Son. 
 
THE BIRTH OF THE GROOM 
Now comes the time for the way of the Son.  Jesus’ birth brings a new stage to the end-times.  
His childhood was His preparation time for His Bride.  His baptism into ministry was the 
beginning of the process of courting His Bride (those who are the called or the elect).  
 
"And He will send forth His angels with A GREAT TRUMPET and THEY WILL GATHER 
TOGETHER His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other” (Matthew 
24:31). 
 
COURTSHIP AND ENGAGEMENT OF CHRIST 
This is the time when the Father gives His Son permission to court.  Once the courtship period 
is over, typically 3 1/2 years in length, the Father opens the door for His Son to be engaged to 
His Bride.  Before this could happen, the Groom had to pay the price of the Bride. In His case, 
that requirement was His life.  In order for the selected Bridal members to have the privilege to 
be with His Son, they had to be cleansed from all their sins.  They had to die on the Cross with 
their Groom. 
 
"I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the 
life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself 
up for me”  (Galatians 2:20). 
 
In my mind, I can read the verse in this way: I, Stephen, have been crucified with my Groom; 
and it is no longer I who live for myself, but I am dying to my ways and being cleansed from my 
sins, in order for the Groom to live His life in me; and the life I now live (after being put on the 
Cross with Him), I live by the faith I have in the Son of God, who is now my Groom, and I am 
now His Bride. 
   
FORTY DAY ANNOUNCEMENT AND THE ASCENSION 
After God’s selection process and Christ cleansing His Bride (died on the Cross), God now 
moves His Son into announcing His engagement – the 40-Day Marriage Announcement.  Once 
the announcement period has been complete, the Groom must go prepare a place for His Bride 
– the Ascension of Christ. 
 
"If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I 
am, there you may be also” (John 14:3). 
 
ENGAGEMENT AND NEW TESTAMENT LIVING 
The act of Ascension places the Bride of Christ in the holding pattern of Engagement.  During 
this time, the Father prepares the Bride and readies her for the Groom.   
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"‘Then the kingdom of heaven will be comparable to ten virgins, who took their lamps and went 
out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were prudent. For when the 
foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, but the prudent took oil in flasks along with 
their lamps. Now while the bridegroom was delaying, they all got drowsy and began to sleep. 
But at midnight there was a shout, “Behold, the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” Then all 
those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the prudent, “Give us some of 
your oil, for our lamps are going out.” But the prudent answered, “No, there will not be enough 
for us and you too; go instead to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.” And while they were 
going away to make the purchase, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in 
with him to the wedding feast; and the door was shut’” (Matthew 25:1-10). 
 
This is when it gets a bit dicey.  A theological question harassing the minds of many throughout 
all the generations is this: How can Christ select His Bride (His Virgins) and then only take a few 
with Him when He comes to receive them?  For me, this is not a complicated passage.  During 
this engagement period, there will be authentic Bridal members, as well as lukewarm self-
deceived “believers.”  The hard Truth is not everyone who thinks he/she is a Bridal member of 
Christ really is! 
 
“‘Many will say to Me on that day, “Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your 
name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?” And then I will declare to 
them, “I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS”’”  
(Matthew 7:22-23). 
 
The illustration here is that when Christ comes back for His Engaged Bride, He will only gather 
the ones who have oil in their lamps – the Holy Spirit in their bodies!  For whatever it is worth, I 
believe that out of every human living under the banner of religiosity that has, does or will claims 
to be a virgin for Christ – my guess is, only 10% of those are actual selected Bridal members of 
Christ.  This is why the Age of Grace (New Testament Living) is so important; this is the time 
that the Father separates the sheep from the goats.  
 
“‘And He will put the sheep on His right, and the goats on the left’’’ (Matthew 25:33). 
 
RAPTURE AND GROOM’S CONSUMMATION 
After Christ comes to receive His Bride (Rapture) and ushers them unto the place He prepared 
for them (John 14:3), He begins final preparations for the Wedding Feast.  It is during this period 
of time, God fulfills His promise to punish the world, non-believers, and the devils through what 
we are calling the end-times.  Before the Rapture, the Bride of Christ is in the pre-judgment / 
pre-revenge stages of the end-times.  After the Rapture, God “mops up” a few details: primarily 
by judging and punishing each and every spirit being, and human, who denied His Son.  He also 
puts a special emphasis on His punishment on those who insulted the Bride of Christ.  In fact, 
He dedicates the last two-thirds of the end-times for this strict purpose; a father’s prerogative 
not only acceptable to Hebrew Law, but required.   
 
ETERNAL LIFE WITH THE GROOM 
Once all is said and done with the end-times, Christ takes His Bride to the place He prepared for 
her – the New Earth.   
 
“But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which 
righteousness dwells” (2 Peter 3:13). 
 
There are many guesses as to the details of this New Earth. But I stray from getting mixed-up in 
the debate as to whether God “patches” the old one or gives us a brand new one.  I will simply 
take Him at His Word: 
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“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, 
and there is no longer any sea” (Revelation 21:1). 
 
I do know this New Earth is the final resting place for the Bride of Christ. God, the Father, fulfills 
His rightful and legal duty of finding a Bride for His Son, thus fulfilling His own Hebrew Law. 
 
THE HEBREW TABERNACLE 
Now that we have reviewed the importance of seeing the pathway of the Groom, we now can 
look at the purpose of the Tabernacle and why God tends to be quite meticulous about it.   
 
If I remember correctly, if someone is going to get married, there is usually a need for a church 
– at least that’s the way it used to be.  It is no different for God.  The Tabernacle is the ultimate 
place of worship.  God’s Tabernacle requirements on earth are simply to give earthlings a 
“snapshot” view of the heavenly throne room of God.  Through the generations, He has been 
quite particular in measurements, objects, and color.  Let’s take a look at chapter 11: 
 
In this chapter, we find John describing the second half of the ungodly rule of the Antichrist’s 
seven year Tribulation. During this time, non-Hebrews (Muslims and Gentiles), will make their 
last strong attempt to destroy the workings of God.  The “times of the Gentiles” began with the 
captivity of Judah under the oppressive rule of Nebuchadnezzar (2 Chr. 36:1-7). It pretty much 
stayed that way until May 1948, when Israel became its own nation. [Note: The “times of the 
Gentiles” is still in effect, even though Israel is not under Gentile rule].  The “times of the 
Gentiles” is accomplished through providing protection through Gentile superpowers, like 
America and England.  Without this “time of the Gentiles,” the Muslims or the Communists 
would take Israel in the blink of an eye.  Keep in mind that during the last 3 ½ years of the 
Tribulation, there will only be three groups of power – Isaac (Hebrew/Jew), Ishmael (Muslim), 
and Gentile. 
 
The forty-two months stated in this passage are the 3 ½ years to which I am referring. During 
this time, the “nations” will have possession temporarily.  Another significant note here is the 
Lord is telling John that the altar and inner courtyard is still in full control by God.  It is only the 
outer courtyard where Gentiles and Muslims dwell.        
 
“Then there was given me a measuring rod like a staff; and someone said, ‘Get up and measure 
the temple of God and the altar, and those who worship in it. Leave out the court which is 
outside the temple and do not measure it, for it has been given to the nations; and they will 
tread underfoot the holy city for forty-two months’” (Rev 11:1-2).     
 
What if you’re not Jewish?  No problem!  As long as you have asked Jesus Christ to come into 
your life and you are truly indwelt by the Holy Spirit, you are grafted into the Hebrew body of 
Christ (Rom. 11:23).  In knowing this, you need to understand that the “saints” will have the 
power to judge the world with Jesus. 
 
“Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world? If the world is judged by you, are you 
not competent to constitute the smallest law courts?”  (1 Corinthians 6:2). 
 
The Temple is a special place to God and Jews!  The reason why God had to allow the Temple 
to be destroyed after the Ascension of Christ is for the transference factor.  The Temple had to 
be transferred from a physical building to a human body.  When Christ said, “Destroy this 
temple, and in three days I will raise it up” (John 2:19), He was speaking of His body – the Bride 
of Christ. 
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“Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?” (1 Cor. 
3:16) 
 
He also stated that once this transference factor took place, if anyone attempted to destroy or 
tamper with the Bride of Christ, He would destroy them – the purpose of the end-times. 
 
“If any man destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is holy, and 
that is what you are”  (1 Corinthians 3:17). 
 
Once the Bride of Christ and the Holy Spirit is Raptured and safely placed in the bosom of 
Christ, the earthly Temple will be rebuilt in Jerusalem by the remaining Jews.  Even though the 
Temple has been rebuilt multiple times, this will be the last and final time.  Guess where it WILL 
be built?  It will be rebuilt right where the present-day Mosque of Omar stands.  This is why the 
Muslims hate the Jews so much, and why they are always battle ready!  Both groups are 
claiming this ground as their holy place of sacred worship.  The war of all wars is started over 
this piece of dirt, a war that will truly end all wars.   
 
The Jews think they must rebuild a physical temple in order for the Messiah to come.  They 
don’t realize He already came through the Christian body and allowed the destruction of the old 
temple for the sake of the temple transferences factor – the Bride of Christ becoming the 
Temple.  This is why the Jews hate the Christians.  Oh, so much hatred over the place of 
Temple Worship!  Before we move on to the Two Witnesses, we need to review the Glossary of 
Terms: 
 
The glossary of terms is critical in gaining some type of understanding of the end-times.  It 
appears like God uses many words that are symbolic. But in reality, there is little symbolism and 
much literal.  In order to understand the literal, one needs to understand the context of the 
appearance of the symbolic words used. 
 
666 – Number of the beast, recorded in Revelation 13:18.  Neither Greek nor Hebrew had a 
written system of numbers.  Instead, each letter of the alphabet indicated a different number.  
Many scholars have noted that, in Hebrew, the number of Emperor Nero’s name is 666.  (Nero 
reigned AD 54-68.  He was the first emperor to persecute Christians.)  Perhaps the best 
approach to the number is to remember that six is a symbol of incompleteness, falling short of 
God – the mark of man, therefore indicates absolute imperfection. 
 
144,000 – Groups of believers who endure the great tribulation (Revelation 7:14).  Some 
students believe these persons are literally 144,000 Jews (12,000 from each tribe), who trust in 
Jesus Christ (Revelation 7:4-9).  Others point out that, after the Assyrians conquered Israel (722 
BC), ten of the tribes ceased to exist.  Furthermore, in the New Testament, “Israel” and “twelve 
tribes frequently refer to Christians (Romans 9:6-8).  So this group could symbolize the church 
on earth.  In this case, the number would symbolize the people of God (12) multiplied by the 
people of God (12) multiplied by greatness (1,000). In other words, the full number of God’s 
people who endure to the end.  
 
Antichrist – In the Greek, antichristos, means in place of Christ.  This can be anyone who 
denies the apostles’ teachings about Jesus Christ (1 John 2:18-22).  Specifically, the Antichrist 
is a satanic counterfeit of Jesus Christ, described as “lawless” (2 Thess. 2:3-8) and as a “beast” 
(Rev. 13:1-18).  Most likely, the Antichrist is a specific person who rises to power during the 
Tribulation.  This particular end-times Antichrist will rise up and rule over most of the world, as 
we know it today.  The bloodline he will be representing is a much debated topic. But I am 
confident he will be a descendant of Ishmael – a Muslim.  
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Apocalyptic Literature – Form of literature using extravagant, symbolic (and literal) imagery to 
describe God’s ultimate triumph over evil.  Apocalyptic passages appear in Daniel, Ezekiel, and 
Zechariah.  Most of the book of Revelation is apocalyptic literature.    
 
Armageddon – Hebrew word is Har-Megiddon or Mount Megiddo.  The city of Megiddo was 
located between the Plain of Jezreel and the western coast of Israel.  Deborah, Gideon, Saul, 
Ahaziah, and Josiah fought decisive battles near Megiddo.  So, the valley of Megiddo became 
the symbol and literal location of the war to end all wars.  Based on the reference (in Rev. 
16:16) to “Armageddon,” some scholars believe that a literal battle will occur near Megiddo.  
Due to the fact that history loves repeating itself, when it comes to the ways of God, these 
scholars are most likely right.  Side note: it is known that a rich vein of oil sits under this valley. 
 
Church Age – This is the time period from the beginning of the New Testament church (AD 30) 
until Jesus Christ returns for His Bride on the day of Rapture.  Keep in mind that the only ones 
who will be raptured (removed suddenly) are those who have actually received Christ into their 
mortal bodies through the power of the Holy Spirit.   
 
Eschatology – One of my favorite Greek words, eschatos, means final.  This word 
encompasses all studies of the final and end-times of this earth, as we know it as humans. 
 
Final Judgment – The unpleasant event that every angel and human will face described in 
Revelation 20:11-15, when God resurrects all people, judges them, and delivers them to their 
eternal destinations.  The unsaved will be judged by their sins and the saved will be judged by 
the opportunities of ministry they missed.  Christians will not be condemned or judged for hell.  
Christians are given rewards according to ministry conducted on earth. 
 
First Coming of Christ – The earthly life and ministry of Jesus Christ. 
 
Mark of the Beast - The mark placed on the human body showing allegiance to the Antichrist 
(Rev. 13:16-17).  The people of God receive a similar mark, indicating their allegiance to Christ 
(Rev. 7:3; 9:4; 14:1; 22:4).  Some pre-millennialists (like me) believe the mark of the beast will 
be an actual mark, required by the Antichrist.  “Other” interpreters of Revelation understand the 
mark as a reference to a person’s deeds (“hand”) and beliefs (“foreheads”) – like the common 
meaning of Exodus 13:9 & 16. 
 
Millennium – This is actually a Latin word, mille.  It refers to the thousand year reign of Christ 
on earth, described in Revelation 20:4-6.  Premillennialists believe the millennium is a future 
event and Christ will return BEFORE (pre) the millennium.  Amillennialists treat the millennium 
as a symbol of Christ’s present reign of His people and that this is not a literal positional reign of 
Jesus.  Postmillennialists believe Christ will return AFTER (post) the millennium.   
 
Rapture – This too is a Latin word, raptus.  The word means to carry away or to put it more in 
the literal from the Latin – raped from.  The event described in 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17, when 
Christ will return for His Bride.  Dispensational premillennialists (like me) say the Rapture and 
the Second Coming of Christ are two events.  They place the rapture BEFORE the Tribulation 
and the Second Coming AFTER the Tribulation.  Historic premillennialists say the Rapture and 
Second Coming are one event. 
 
Second Coming – The bodily return of Jesus Christ to earth, to reign as King of kings / Lord of 
lords. 
 
Tribulation, Great – The time period when severe calamities besiege the world and persons 
who remain faithful to Christ will suffer intense persecution (Rev. 7:14).  Amillennialist and many 
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postmillennialists treat the tribulation as a SYMBOL of the calamities and persecutions that have 
occurred throughout church history.  Premillennialist (like myself) place the tribulation at the end 
of time.  Some premillennialist believe the tribulation will last exactly seven years.  “Other” 
premillennialist view the seven years as a “symbol” of the completeness of God’s dealings with 
the world, the flesh and the devil. 
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